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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF TIMOR-LESTE
OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

MEDIA RELEASE
Dili, December 6  2006

Heroes of the nation to receive medals 

from the leaders of the nation
Almost 500 heroes of Timor-Leste will tomorrow be presented with specially designed medals of honor from the leaders of the nation in a ceremony at the Borja da Costa Independence Park (behind Moatel Church).

The men and women will be presented with the awards to recognise their bravery and sacrifices during the struggle for independence. Many of the medals will be awarded posthumously to their families.

The ceremony will begin at 2 p.m. 

President Xanana Gusmão; the President of the National Parliament Francisco Guterres “Lu Olo”; Prime Minister Dr José Ramos-Horta; the President of the Appeals Court Claudio de Jesus Ximenes; and the Chief of the Defence Force Brigadier-Taur Matan Ruak will be among the country’s leaders who will assist at the ceremony.

“These medals recognise the heroism and sacrifices so many of our people made during the struggle for freedom,” Prime Minister José Ramos-Horta said today.

“Many of our friends and comrades in arms are not here with us today but these medals will be given to their families so that they will never, ever, be forgotten.

“And while we remember the struggles and pain of the past it is now time to look to the future. It is a future for Timor-Leste of strength and prosperity through peace and unity.”

Four medals will be awarded:

· The Honorifico da Ordem Lorico Aswain, or “brave Parrot” – a symbol of bravery and strength in Timor-Leste.

·  The Honorifico da Ordem Fumu Nain, or “warriors”.

· The Honorifico da Ordem das Falintil, for members of Falintil.

· The Honorifico da Ordem da Guerrilha, for the guerilla fighters.

The theme of searching for peace and solidarity will continue in Independence Park from 5 p.m. through to 11 p.m. with a program of activities organized by the Hahi Ita Rain National Events Commission.

This program of song, theatre and poetry focuses on a rallying call for the people to work together, once again, to build their culture, their nation, and a better life.

A special feature of the evening will be a giant “lolly hunt” where all the children will be organised into a search for treats in the park.
For further information please contact::
Joel Maria Pereira

Information Officer

Gabinete Primeiru Ministru

Email: riko_joel@yahoo.com
Telephone: +670 7254740

Ivana Belo

Information Officer

Gabinete Primeiru Ministru

Email: unugina2004@yahoo.com
Telephone: +670 724 3559. 

Julian Swinstead

Communications/Media Advisor

Office of the Prime Minister

Email: jswinstead@hotmail.com
Telephone: +670 732 7776.

PAGE  
2

