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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF TIMOR-LESTE
OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

MEDIA RELEASE
Dili, December 9  2006

Age-old ceremonies to mark a 
declaration of national peace
Timor-Leste’s national and district leaders will tomorrow take part in a ceremony that dates back centuries gathering around a sacred mat in a specially-built traditional house to pledge to work together towards a declaration of peace and unity for the nation.
The country’s leaders will come together to mark the 10th anniversary of the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to Bishop Carlos Belo and the Prime Minister Dr José Ramos-Horta. The award was the final rallying call to the world to support the long struggle of Timor-Leste for independence. 
The ceremony will be held in a beautiful, specially-built traditional sacred house in front of the Palacio do Governo. A narration will start at 7 a.m., with seating taking place from 7.30 a.m. and the official start of the ceremony at 8 a.m. It is expected to last until around 11 a.m. and all are welcome.

“The pledges made on Sunday in this very old sacred ceremony between the leaders of our nation are intended to last for ever,” Dr Ramos-Horta said today.

“These vows and ceremonies will follow the traditions of our ancestors and they are not to be taken lightly.

“After years of fighting and determination by our people, the Nobel Peace Prize was a catalyst for Timor-Leste’s independence. It was won by, and awarded to, the people of this country. It is theirs. 
“It is fitting that on the 10th anniversary of the award, representatives of all the people – of all the districts – join together and vow to pursue peace and unity for Timor-Leste.”

Those present will include the President Xanana Gusmão; the President of the National Parliament Francisco “Lu Olo” Guterres; the Prime Minister, and Deputy Prime Minister Estanislau da Silva; the President of the High Court Claudio Ximenes; and community leaders from the districts (lianains). Former Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri will also participate.

Traditional sacred wine will be distributed to all of the representatives of the political parties and international organisations so that they can read and speak together with a strong voice declaring that each guarantees peace in their beloved nation.
Each will sign this declaration and submit it to the President of the Parliament.

“Our young nation has the potential to be strong and successful,” Dr Ramos-Horta said. “We, the leaders of Timor-Leste, seek peace and unity.

“While there is no country on earth immune to the actions of criminals, I hope in my heart that Timor-Leste has left behind violence. We will deal with the criminals, make no mistake. This country will be a beacon of democracy where the health of our people is cherished and where we work to eliminate poverty and injustices.

“Timor-Leste will also be a country where hard work and enterprise is recognised and rewarded.

“This peace accord will be the foundation of our future.”
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