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                         UNMIT – MEDIA MONITORING

THE UN INTEGRATED MISSION IN TIMOR-LESTE DOES NOT VOUCH FOR THE ACCURACY OF

                               THESE REPORTS





National Media Reports


                      Public Audience On Project Bill

The  National Parliament is holding public hearings on the proposed bill on

clemency  and amnesty with the various civil society institutions including

international representatives to hear their opinions and suggestions on the

bill.  Vicente Faria, President of Commission A of the Parliament in charge

of  this matter, said the bill was previously proposed in 2001-2002 but was

not  passed.  Faria  said due to the current crisis it is important for the

document  to be legalized with the intention to find political and judicial

stability  to  ensure that the law is not against the Constitution. He said

that  amnesty  can  only  be  given  by  the President of the Republic when

someone has been already convicted. José Luis Oliveira from HAK Association

reportedly  told Timor Post following his participation in the hearing that

the  irony  of  the  proposed bill is that it focuses on amnesty for people

involved  in murder, distribution of guns, corruption, crime against public

order  and  so  forth but it does not cover the defamation crime. He agrees

Timor-Leste  must  have  amnesty laws but stressed it would not resolve the

current crisis. (DN, TP)



                     Government Supports Demonstration

The  peaceful  demonstrations yesterday organized by 32 chefe de sucos, and

sub-administrators  of Dili have been reportedly financed by the Government

Ministry  of  Labour and Community reinsertion. The aim of the event was to

call  for  the  population,  namely  the  youth  in  Dili,  to refrain from

violence.   Addressing  the  demonstrators,  Minister  of Education Rosalia

Corte-Real  said  her ministry is concerned with the future of the nation’s

youth and the general population as well but the country is in the hands of

the   youth  to  carry  it  forward.  Minister  for  Labour  and  Community

Reinsertion  Arsenio  Bano  appealed to the population and the youth not to

allow  the  capital  Dili to be a place of violence and said that since the

election  is  nearing,  people should not bow to any political pressure and

they  choose  who  they  want.  He  told the crowd that the government will

resume  the  two dollar program, work for cash but reminded them not to use

the  cash  to  buy  steel/iron to turn into weapons (rama ambon). Bano also

appealed to the demonstrators not to let themselves be used by other people

for their own political interest.  He said they should work together in the

neighbourhood  to  maintain  peace  in  order  to  normalize  the  economic

activities. (TP)




                  WFP Distributes Over 500 Tonnes Of Rice

The World Food Program (WFP) in conjunction with the Ministry of Labour and

Community  Reinsertion  (MTRC) has distributed a total of 54 tonnes of rice

and  50.820  tonnes  of  oil to the IDPs since the month of January. Manuel

Barbosa,  WFP program assistance coordinator, said according to plans, food

would also be distributed in the district of Ataúro. To respond to the rice

shortage  in  Timor-Leste which is affecting the population, the government

decided to sell its stock in storage at the normal price. (TP)







                       One Member Of F-FDTL Released

A  member  of F-FDTL has been released on conditional bail and three others

including  a  member  of  PNTL  continue  on  detention  in relation to the

shooting  incident  on May 25 2006, which killed 9 PNTL officers. The three

F-FDTL  members have been transferred to Baucau prison following complaints

of security and problems with some the prison guards.







RTTL News Headlines

Tuesday 14-02-2007

                        Swearing-In Of Ambassadors

Timor-Leste  Ambassadors  to Indonesia and Portugal were swore-in yesterday

by  the  President  of  the  Republic,  Xanana Gusmão. Manuel Abrantes will

replace Pascoela Barreto as Ambassador to Portugal and Ovidio de Jesus will

replace Arlindo Marçal in Indonesia



                 MUNJ And Veterans Meets President Gusmão

Movimentu Unidade Nasional Juventude (MUNJ) together with Falintil veterans

met with President Gusmão Wednesday to request the head of the state to use

his  position to change the situation and stop the crisis. But according to

MUNG  coordinator,  Augusto Trindade, the President underlined that as head

of state he will follow the Constitution and changes can only occur through

the democratic elections process.



                    Districts Supports Amaral Candidacy

Supporters  from 13 districts have supported Francisco Xavier do Amaral for

the  presidential  elections.  His  supporters  include women, children and

youth  who claim they believe Amaral will bring peace and stability for the

country.





          Deputy Minister Of Interior Regrets Reactivation Of UIR

José  Agostinho  Sequeira,  Deputy Minister of Interior said he regrets the

reactivation  of  UIR  as  the  international  forces are not observing the

agreement  signed between the government of Timor-Leste and UNMIT. Sequeira

stressed   that   his  ministry  is  against  the  measures  taken  by  the

international forces.





International Media Reports



Indonesian man injured in Timor Leste border attack



National News - Thursday, February 15, 2007





Yemris Fointuna, The Jakarta Post, Kupang





A group of armed Timor Leste citizens crossed the border into Indonesia and

attacked a man Tuesday, a military officer said.







Lt. Col. J. Hotma Hutahayon, commander of the Indonesian-Timor Leste border

security detail, said the victim, identified as Ambrosius Seran, 35, was

left seriously wounded in the attack near Kewar village in Belu regency,

East Nusa Tenggara.

He said the attack occurred as the victim was returning home from his

field, located about 500 meters from the border.

"The victim was attacked by the armed group when he, his wife and their son

were returning from their field," Hotma said.

Seran remained in critical condition Wednesday evening at Atambua General

Hospital, the officer said.

Hotma said the victim was wounded by arrows to his legs and chest. The

attack is believed to have been carried out by 10 people from Timor Leste's

Bobonaro district. One of the alleged attackers has been identified as Alo.

"I don't know the motive behind the attack. But we believe the attack was

intended to cripple the victim. The attackers are being sought by the

Indonesian and Timor Leste police," he said.

Hotma said the Wirasakti Military District Command in Kupang and the

Udayana Military Command in Denpasar, Bali, had been formally notified of

the incident.

"The same report was sent to the Indonesian Embassy in Dili to file a

protest with the government of Timor Leste. The incident took place in

Indonesian territory, about three kilometers from the nearest Indonesian

Military post," he said.




The 270-kilometer border between Indonesia and Timor Leste on Timor island

is porous, and fuel and basic commodities are often smuggled across the

border. There have also been brawls near the border involving citizens of

the two countries.



ABC Radio Australia




Radio Australia - News - UN envoy backs continued ETimor presence


The United Nations envoy to East Timor has warned against an early

withdrawal from the troubled nation and called for the deployment of

heavily armed police to safeguard upcoming elections.

Atul Khare told the UN Security Council that good security is crucial for

the success of forthcoming presidential and parliamentary elections.


The UN has deployed some 1,300 police to help restore order following

clashes between factions of the nation's security forces in April and May

last year.

Some 1,000 Australian-led peacekeeping troops support the UN police

efforts.





Mr Khare says he is optimistic the Security Council will support an

extension of the UN mission after the mandate expires on February 25.



Analysis: Cautious optimism for Timor-Leste's future



By William M. Reilly Published Yesterday | Asia and Pacific , Peace and

Conflict Unrated

Still needs U.N. help

By William M. Reilly

UPI U.N. Correspondent



UNITED NATIONS -- The U.N. envoy to Timor-Leste -- the former East Timor --

says the island nation is cautiously optimistic about its future ahead of

upcoming elections, but still needs the world organization's help, as

witnessed by outbreaks of civil violence last year.

The rioting in May signaled the United Nations not to leave too early,

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon's Special Representative Atul Khare told

reporters at U.N. World Headquarters Monday.

"I return back to Timor-Leste with a feeling ... of cautious optimism. I'm

optimistic because I do believe that the United Nations and the government

of Timor-Leste, the leaders of Timor-Leste and the people of Timor-Leste,

are committed to working together," he said.



Khare, who heads the U.N. Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste said his

caution came from experience showing "a premature and abrupt withdrawal of

international support, or even a very serious downsizing until the

conditions are really favorable to it, is not in the benefits of either the

United Nations, the international community and certainly not beneficial to

the nation at large," which was demonstrated by the events of April and May

2006.

The U.N. Security Council created UNMIT in August to help restore order

after the deadly fighting, attributed to differences between eastern and

western regions, broke out and caused the deaths of at least 37 people and

forced about 155,000 others, or 15 percent of the population, to flee their

homes.

On Monday, Khare reported to the council the importance of extending the

mandate, which expires Feb. 25, calling for deployment of an additional

formed police unit, as recommended by the secretary-general, for the pre-

and immediate post-electoral period, was also essential.

"I do believe that there was a considerable degree of opinion in favor of a

12-month extension of the mandate, particularly as expressed by Prime

Minister Jose Ramos-Horta himself, who said that the extension of mandate

by 12 months would send a clear signal of continual engagement of the

international community."





The secretary-general in his last report on Timor-Leste first recommended

the mission extension, and also called for more international police in the

run-up to the first round of the presidential election, scheduled for April

9 and the later parliamentary election.

Khare told the panel of 15 the idea was to deploy another more heavily

armed Formed Police Unit.

"An additional Formed Police Unit means 140 people who work together as

three operational platoons of around 25 each and an administrative platoon

of another 25. He said there was "a considerable degree of support in the

Council" for this proposal.



Alkatiri cleared:

Where now for the Australian coup attempt?


An East Timorese court hearing against the former Prime Minister of East

Timor, Mari Alkatiri, has seen the charges dropped. No evidence was found

that he was involved in or knew about the alleged hand-over of weapons to

civilians at the time of the disturbances in East Timor last May.

These allegations were shouted from the housetops by the Australian media

and by the ABC in a special Four Corners program which ran with these

scurrilous accusations and helped the campaign to force Mari Alkatiri’s

resignation which was the objective of the Australian government. The ABC

reporter Liz Jackson received a Walkley Award for this tissue of

misrepresentations and lies.



Mari Alkatiri had committed the unpardonable sin of forcing Alexander

Downer to make substantial concessions over the oilfields of the southern

coast of East Timor and had to be removed from power.

Following the charges against him being dropped, Mari Alkatiri has

threatened to take defamation action against the Australian media and to

demand that Ramos Horta now Prime Minister and Xanana Gusmao East Timor’s

President apologise. They had used the ABC allegations to pressure Alkatiri

to resign.

Demonstrations against Mari Altakiri have once again taken place following

the charges against him being dropped. Demonstrators demanded that the

court officials who came to the conclusion that there were no valid charges

against Alkatiri should be sacked.

The campaign of reactionary political circles in East Timor and in

Australia is continuing. They are now concentrating on the presidential and

parliamentary elections due to be held by the middle of this year. The

presidential election is to be held on April 9 to be followed by the

parliamentary election.

In the previous election Fretilin won the majority of seats and it is

certain that the aim of the Australian and New Zealand governments and of

Horta and Gusmao is to defeat Fretilin and put in power the representatives

of other political forces and a government that will adopt policies more to

the liking of the Australian and NZ governments.



Xanana Gusmao has repeatedly stated that he will not run again for the

position of President while Ramos Horta has announced that he would stand

provided no other candidate stands against him. His stand smacks of

political blackmail.

Australia continues to maintain about 800 troops and New Zealand another

120 in East Timor and these two governments have refused to put their

troops under UN command. There are also certain to be special forces

operating for Australian intelligence agencies in East Timor. The UN has a

sizeable number of police making up its peace-keeping mission.

The Australian and New Zealand governments have yet another deadly weapon

in the person of Major Alfredo Reinado who was at the centre of the

disturbances last year. He was jailed and has a charge of murder hanging

over his head. However he was sprung from jail under the noses of

Australian troops. Since then Australian officers have had discussions with

Reinado and have made no attempt to re-arrest him although they have an

obligation to do so.

A news item in The Australian last week said that a report presented to the

UN Security Council dated February 1, said that Alfredo Reinado posed a

risk to a free and fair election while he remained at large. The report

said that several attempts involving Ramos Horta, the UN and the East Timor

military had failed to convince Major Reinado to turn himself in.



In contrast the Australian and New Zealand governments made no secret of

their wish to see Alkatari arrested, found guilty and thrown in jail.


Reinado having received training at the Canberra military academy has

family and military connections in Australia. It is clear that the

Australian government wants to keep him in the foothills out of Dili ready

to cause new disturbances to disrupt the elections should it appear that

Fretilin still holds a majority support among the people of East Timor.

(The CPA Guardian)

