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THE UN INTEGRATED MISSION IN TIMOR-LESTE DOES NOT VOUCH FOR THE ACCURACY OF
                               THESE REPORTS

National Media Reports

                      Labadain Accused of Defamation
Marcus  Piedade, also known as Labadain has been summoned by the Prosecutor
General’s office to give information about a letter allegedly signed by him
accusing Minister of Justice Domingos Sarmento of illegal possession of two
guns during the crisis. Labadain said he is not aware of such a letter.  He
said  that  he  did  see the Minister in Railako during the crisis with his
armed  close  protection  guards  but  he  did  not say anything due to the
Minister’s  high  level  post.   In  the  meantime,  the  Minister Domingos
Sarmento said the truth will be dealt with when they meet in court. (TP)


                  Candidates Cannot Use State Facilities
The   spokesperson   of  National  Electoral  Commission/Conselho  Nacional
Eleitoral  (CNE),  Fr.  Martinho  Gusmão  asks  the  people  contesting the
presidential  elections  not  to use State facilities or their campaign and
not  to  insult each to avoid anarchism sentiment and unexpected crisis. He
said  the  election  campaign  process  is still a learning process for the
population in terms of political aspects and that the candidates at a point
would  be  required  to  suspend  their duties to be able to be involved in
their  campaign.  He  said  that  candidates  should  avoid using the State
facilities  for  their  private  campaign  and  should not use UNPOL police
officers.  The CNE spokesperson said if security is allocated, it should be
for all the candidates. (STL)

                  Lu-Olo and Ramos-Horta Continue to Work
The  President  of the Court of Appeal, Claudio Ximenes, reportedly said he
has  made  the  decision for presidential candidates such as Prime Minister
Ramos-Horta  and  President  of  the  Parliament,  Francisco  Guterres,  to
continue  function in their current capacities during the election process.
Ximenes  said  the  decision  was  based on the decree law noting that work
cannot be stopped. (STL)



RTTL News Headlines
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           High Ranking F-FDTL Officials Meets President Gusmão
High-ranking F-FDTL commander met with President Gusmão today [Thursday] to
discuss  the sincere dialogue with the petitioners following the release of
Notables Commission investigation report. President Gusmão said it was also
decided  during the meeting that two dialogues should take place. One would
be  between  F-FDTL  and  the  petitioners  and  the second would be within
F-FDTL.

            Prosecutor General to Meet Alfredo on State Request
Prosecutor General Longuinhos Monteiro said he is awaiting the response
from Alfredo to meet him as the State negotiator and not as Prosecutor
General. Following a meeting with ISF commander Brigadier Malcolm Rerden,
Prime Minister Ramos-Horta and President Xanana Gusmão at the Palácio das
Cinzas, Monteiro said the negotiation would be on the surrender of Alfredo
or the hand over of guns.

                       No Negotiations with Alfredo
ISF Commander Rerden said there is no longer negotiation with Alfredo and
if he cares about the population he should give himself up and the weapons.
Rerden said a deadline has not been determined for Alfredo’s surrender
adding that it is at the government’s request to limit the movement of the
citizens in Same.

                Court of Appeal Announces Placing of Names
The placing of names on the voters’ bulletin of the presidential candidates
was drawn on Thursday afternoon at the Court of Appeal and the candidates’
names should appear as follows:

1st - Francisco Guterres Lu-Olo
2nd  - Avelino Coelho
3rd  - Francisco Xavier do Amaral
4th  - Manuel Tilman
5th - Lucia Lobato
6th - Jose Ramos-Horta
7th - João Carrascalão
8th - Fernando de Araújo Lasama

The President of the Court of Appeal, Claudio Ximenes, said the court has
10 days to verify the details of the candidates.

                      Extraordinary Plenary Cancelled

Extraordinary plenary of the Parliament on a resolution to support
President Gusmão statement on Alfredo Reinado did not proceed today due to
power failure all day.
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Reinado ready to negotiate: report


Fugitive  East  Timor  rebel  leader Alfredo Reinado is reportedly ready to
negotiate with the Government in Dili.

The  former army major has told Indonesian radio the unrest can be resolved
only through talks.

East  Timor  has  asked  Australian-led  international  troops  to  capture
Reinado,  who  is  believed  to be hiding south of Dili after escaping from
prison last year.

The  commander  of  the  international  force,  Brigadier  Mal Rerden, says
Renaido should face the East Timorese justice system.

"There  is  always room for Alfredo Reinado to indicate his preparedness to
put down his weapons," he said.

"There's  always  room for him to hand himself into the authorities and for
him to put himself before the justice process."

Brigadier  Rerden  says he is confident that stability can be maintained in
the country if Renaido is arrested.

The Australian Government has increased the level of its travel warning for
East Timor saying the risk of violent civil unrest is high.

Brigadier  Rerden  says  the stabilisation force can handle any unrest that
might result from Renaido's arrest.

"There's  always  the  potential for people to get worked up in some of the
situations that we find here," he said.

"We  have a very sound operational plan and response plan that allows us to
deal  with  a  range  of  circumstances in that security environment so I'm
confident that we'll be able to deal with the situation as it evolves."


Man accused of Balibo killings laughs off arrest warrant. 02/03/2007. ABC
News Online
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         Man accused of Balibo killings laughs off arrest warrant
The former Indonesian general and cabinet minister, Mohammad Yunus Yosfiah,
has  laughed  off  a  warrant  for  his  arrest  over  the  deaths  of five
journalists in East Timor in 1975.

Mr  Yosfiah  says  he is fed up with the allegations and has no interest in
attending the inquiry.

He  has  again  denied  having  any  involvement  in  the  deaths  of  five
Australian-based television reporters in Balibo in 1975.

Asked  how  he felt about an the issuing of a warrant by the Glebe Coroners
Court  in  Sydney for his arrest by the coroner leading an inquiry into the
deaths,  the  member  of  Indonesia's  parliament laughed and says he feels
nothing.

He says he feels no guilt but did say he feels sympathy for the families of
the dead journalists.

The  warrant  has  no force beyond Australia, but Mr Yosfiah says he has no
plans to travel to Australia or offer any testimony to the inquiry.

Court address
Meanwhile,  the coroner inquiring into the deaths of one of the journalists
in  East  Timor,  says  all five families will have a chance to address the
court before her findings are delivered.

The  sister of one of the journalists killed, Brian Peters, will be allowed
to address the court.

Maureen Tolfree became very emotional when told that she will have a chance
to address the court before the findings are delivered.

Deputy  coroner  Dorelle  Pinch  says  the  same invitation is going to the
families of the other four men who died when Indonesian and Timorese forces
took Balibo.

Government evidence
Ms  Pinch  says  evidence  about Indonesian reports going to the Australian
Government  now  make  it  likely  that members of the inner sanctum of the
Whitlam government, including former ministers, could give useful evidence.

She  has heard that Indonesian reports of the deaths and the burning of the
bodies, went to the highest levels of government on the day the journalists
were killed.

Former  prime  minister  Gough  Whitlam  has  been interviewed and could be
called to give evidence when the inquiry resumes in May.

The  deputy coroner has also repeated an appeal for former Australian spies
to come forward and give evidence to the inquest.

Evidence from intelligence officers also suggests the highest levels of the
Whitlam government knew about the killing of the five journalists in Balibo
very soon after it happened.

Ms  Pinch  expects  to  collect more evidence in the next two months before
resuming hearings into the death of Mr Peters.

In other developments:
·      A New South Wales coroner has issued a warrant for the arrest of a
retired Indonesian army commander. (Full Story)
Press Releases
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                         M E D I A  R E L E A S E

PRIME MINISTER RAMOS-HORTA:

“WE WILL EXPLORE ALL AVENUES FOR PIPELINE TO COME HERE”


Prime Minister Dr José Ramos-Horta has vowed to explore all possible
avenues for Timor-Leste to gain full benefits from the future development
of the Greater Sunrise gas field.

Dr Ramos-Horta has instructed that a meeting of experts – both
international and Timorese – be held in Dili next month to draw up a
forward plan for Timor-Leste’s onshore options for the development of the
rich gas field. The date and program of the event will be announced soon.

“It is necessary to address this issue now independently of the
Woodside-led joint venture partners as we need to be prepared for the
eventuality that the independent assessment finds it technically and
economically feasible to site it here.

“But at the same time we have to be conscious of the need to be realistic
and pragmatic about the issue not to allow ourselves to be hostages to our
own wishes,” the Prime Minister said.

The meeting will include experts in the diverse areas of offshore
development - such as pipeline, environmental, LNG plant construction, etc.
– together with specialized Timorese public servants and advisers.

“They will be looking at drawing up a plan to explore all avenues about the
possibility of bringing the pipeline from Greater Sunrise to Timor-Leste,”
Dr Ramos-Horta said.

Dr Ramos-Horta ordered the meeting following last week’s formal exchange of
notes which brought into force the two treaties - the International
Unitisation Agreement (IUA) and the Certain Maritime Arrangements in the
Timor Sea (CMATS) Treaty - which settled the arrangements in the Timor Sea
between Timor-Leste and Australia. – ENDS.

