Friday, 09 March 2007 

UNMIT – MEDIA MONITORING 

THE UN INTEGRATED MISSION IN TIMOR-LESTE DOES NOT VOUCH FOR THE ACCURACY OF THESE REPORTS 

National Media Reports 


International Forces, UN Police will Cooperate on President’s Order to Capture Alfredo

Commander of the Australian-led International Stabilization Forces (ISF), Brigadier Mal Rerden, said the hunt for ex-Military Police Commander, Major Alfredo Reinaldo Alves is continuing. 

The ISF would stand firm and continue their military operation until Alfredo and his followers are captured, said Rerden.   

Furthermore, he said that the additional troops had arrived in recent days strengthening the international forces’ numbers. 

Alfredo and his men are on run after Australian forces raided their hideout in southern town of Same last weekend, killing five of Alfredo’s men. 

The Australian forces undertook the operation on President Xanana Gusmão’s authorization, following Alfredo’s raid on two Border Police Units last month, in which he seized 18 firearms.  (RTL, DN) 


UNMIT to Provide Security for Presidential Candidates

The UN Secretary General’s Special Representative (SRSG) in Timor Leste, Atul Khare, said UN police would provide security for the eight-presidential candidates for the April 9 presidential elections. 

Khare was speaking to journalists in a press conference held yesterday at Obrigado Barrack. He confirmed that he had sent a letter to the eight presidential candidates advising them that the United Nations Integrated Mission in Timor Leste (UNMIT) would provide security for them during their political campaigns. (DN) 


People Welcome F-FDTL Deployment

Most people in the capital Dili have welcomed the deployment of the Timor Leste Defense Force (F-FDTL) within Dili, to respond to the ongoing security situation and disturbances, although some people have criticized the move. 

Dili resident, Martinho Carvalho said he was very pleased that F–FDTL had been authorized to help control Dili, even though some were unhappy with the deployment. 
He added that since F-FDTL’s deployment, residents have been able to rest. But a few days ago, residents couldn’t sleep because there were night attacks, gangs of youths blocking roads and burning tyres. (DN) 

Another Dili resident, Esterlita Rodrigues Neto, thanked F-FDTL for going on patrol in Dili. 

F-FDTL was deployed after President Xanana Gusmão gave more power to ISF and F-FDTL to respond to violence in Dili. 

F-FDTL was engaged in a gun battle with ex-Military Police Commander, Major Alfredo Reinaldo and shot dead 9 members of Timor’s police force and wounded another 20 at the height of the crisis last year. 


Seven-and-a-Half-Year Sentence is Unfair: Jose Luis Oliveira

The director of Timorese legal aid association, HAK, Jose Luis Oliveira has criticized the seven and a half year sentence given to former interior Minister, Rogerio Lobato. 

Oliveira was speaking to journalists yesterday at his office and commented on the verdict delivered by the court this week to Rogerio Lobato. 

He said Rogerio should receive a greater sentence, as he had distributed weapons to a civilian hit squad, attempted manslaughter and had disturbed the public order. 

The verdict was reached by the panel of three international jurists, led by Judge Ivo Rosa Batista, after a three-month trial. 

Lobato’s lawyer, Paulo Remeidos said the verdict was not fair and that his client would appeal the sentence. 

Lobato was tried for arming a civilian hit squad, one of the key triggers for country’s recent political crisis. (DN) 


Horta to Focus on Combating Poverty in His Candidacy for President

Presidential candidate, Jose Ramos Horta said yesterday that if he wins the April 9 presidential elections that he would make combating poverty in this tiny country as his priority.   

Horta said poverty was a big challenge faced by the Timorese people. “My priority is to combat poverty,” said Horta. 

He said he would create a commission to study budget execution and work with government to reduce poverty within the country.   

Horta was nominated by the Timorese Democratic Union of Resistance (UNDERTIM) party, Millennium Democratic (PMD) party and Maubere youth organization last month to contest the presidential elections. (STL) 



One of Alfredo’s Followers is Imprisoned

Nikson Jaime da Costa from the Rapid Intervention Police Unit (UIR), who deserted during the country’s crisis and joined ex-Military Police Commander Major Alfredo Reinado, has been put in preventative detention after appearing in court in Dili yesterday. 

Nikson was injured during the Australian forces’ raid on the southern town of Same last weekend. 

The decision to put Nikson in preventative detention was made by international judge, Ivo Rosa Batista. (TP) 


Women Should be Recognized on Women’s Day: Atul Khare

Speaking to journalists in a press conference at Obrigado Barrack yesterday on International Women’s Day, the UN Secretary General’s Special Representative in Timor Leste, Atul Khare said it is important to recognize the contribution of women on this day in order to transform relations between men and women and promote gender equality, speaking. (TP) 


Catholic Church is Ready to Mediate between Government and Alfredo

The Catholic Church is ready to mediate in any dialogue between government and ex-Military Police Commander Major Alfredo Reinado Alves if both parties are happy for the Church to be involved, said Fr. Domingos Soares Maubere. 

Maubere was speaking to journalists yesterday from his office, referring to proposals from both the government and Alfredo that the Catholic Church mediate a dialogue on Alfredo’s surrender.  (TP) 

International Media Reports 

Timor Attack Survivor Appears in Court (The Sydney Morning Herald, March 8, 2007) 

A wounded survivor of the Australian military attack on the camp of fugitive East Timorese rebel leader Alfredo Reinado has appeared in a Dili court. 

Nixon da Costa Galucho, a deserter from an elite police unit, limped into the court with crutches and a bandaged head, a product of three gunshot wounds suffered in the attack last weekend. 

One bullet had entered his leg, another had amputated his left thumb and a third had grazed his head. 

Speaking through lawyer Benevides Barros before the hearing, he told AAP that Australian troops had encircled the rebel hideout near the south-coast town of Same, and four Black Hawk helicopter gunship had rained down fire from above. 

He said the shooting came without warning, a version supported by Lieutenant Gastao Salsinha, leader of the 600-strong 'petitioner' army faction, in a telephone interview with a Timorese journalist. 

Salsinha and Reinado both escaped the ambush, after initially being trapped in their compound. 

Five East Timorese supporters of Reinado were shot dead in the operation. 

Barros said he had advised his client to remain silent until he was able to counsel him adequately. He said he had not yet been told of the charges. 

Galucho deserted the police Rapid Response Unit in May 2006, to join the then small band of around 20 men supporting Reinado, after the military policeman had refused superior orders to fire on the rebel army faction. 

The group took on permanent outlaw status after raiding border police posts for guns last month. 

Brig-General Mal Rerden, Commander of the Australian Force, said at a briefing on Thursday that the hunt for Reinado was continuing. 

UN mission chief Atul Khare emphasised his backing for the operation. 

"Impunity will not be tolerated, and everyone must submit to justice," he said. 

He described the sentencing Wednesday of former Interior Minister Rogerio Lobato to seven and a half years in jail on arms and manslaughter charges as a step in the right direction in restoring order in East Timor. 

A planned demonstration by Dili supporters of Reinado on Thursday did not materialise, after President Xanana Gusmão invoked emergency powers earlier this week. 

They limit freedom of expression and association, requiring four days notice for a demonstration. 

The measure has quelled demonstrations, but pro-Alfredo youths have continued night-time attacks. 

They once again raided the house of the president's sister Manuela Gusmao in the early hours of Thursday, setting fire to a family car and parts of her house, which had been looted days before. 

The words "Viva Alfredo" and "Xanana-traitor" were daubed on the front fence. 

A few blocks away an education department warehouse of Portuguese-language textbooks was still smouldering from an arson attack 48 hours before, while a banner reading "We Love Alfredo" had been strung between lampposts nearby. 

Mr Khare said he has now implemented special police protection measures for Ms Gusmão and her sister Armandina, whose house has also been attacked. 

