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National Media Reports 

Remove direct capture before prepare to dialogue with Major Alfredo 
(Youth supports the church mediation) 

The dialogue between government and Major Alfredo may be held since the mandate of arresting or shooting on him stopped, said Marcelino Magno, a researcher on political and social affairs on Friday (09/3), the day of launching the candidacy of Fernando ‘Lasama’ to run for the president. 

Furthermore, he stated that for some time the two Bishops (Mgr. Basilio and Ricardo) urged dialogue not violence, and to avoid using weapons to shooting. 

Spokesperson Front Mahasiswa Timor Leste (FMTL) Julio Soares reportedly said on Friday 09/03/07 at Campus FASPOL Caicoli Dili that Youths support the Church Mediation to dialogue with Major Alfredo Reinado.  As a Timorese, to create stability in this newly born country we need a best way to prepare dialogue with Major Alfredo Reinado to resolve problem. 
(TP,) 

In Election, CNE will be in charge. 
President of Conselu Nasional Elisoins (CNE) Faustino Cardozo reportedly said that CNE will be totally responsible for upcoming elections mainly in budget and tabulation areas. He revealed that from now on CNE will prepare to cooperate with overall institutions which deals with Media, UNMIT and Provedoria Direitus Humanus i Justisa (PDHJ). (STL) 


Violence will not resolve problems 
Member of National Parliament João Gonsalves reportedly appealed to all youths to stop violence saying that violence will resolve nothing. He called for all youths to remain calm and follow the best ways to develop this new country. He said that the upcoming elections will resolve and reduce current problems with a new Government with a confident Political Party. On the Judicial Process, he said that all problems will be resolved all the way through Tribunal, based on the legal laws in existence. This is the best way to resolve problems, he said. (STL) 


Australian 200 Armed Forces increment 
To stabilize East Timor Security in upcoming presidential Election, ISF Australia reportedly added 200 Personnel Armed Forces yesterday. With these increments the initial 800 Personnel has become 1.000 Personnel. These troops arrived on two planes from the Philippines. According to Brigadier Mal Rerden, these Armed Forces will reinforce the current Australian and New Zealand troops. 
(STL) 
  
Morning Flight–Clementino: people have to have its clarification from the Government 
Vice President Committee B (Security, Defence and Foreign Negotiation), National Parliament Clementino dos Reis Amaral reportedly called for Government to clarify the three morning flights at International Airport Nicolau Lobatu Comoro. He said that the State has to clarify for people regarding from which country the plane is coming. He said that people are now traumatized and shouldn’t be further terrified. 
(STL) 

High level committee keeps mouth (keep silent) to Journalists 
A meeting in relation to Major Alfredo Reinado Alves, was held with the fifth meeting of High Level Committee. In attendance was the Special Representative of Secretary General (SRSG) Atul Khare, Brigadier General Mal Rerden, Brigadier General Taur Matan Ruak, Prime Minister Jose Ramos Horta, President of National Parliament Lu-Olo, Attorney General Longinhos Monteiro and President of Republic Xanana Gusmão. There is no result from the meeting reportedly and the High Level Committee did not provide any comment to Journalists despite the fact that the meeting is very important for people pending the responsibilities of the  State and Government to the current situation concerning Major Alfredo Reinado’s. 
(STL) 
  
Violence in Dili Reduced after the State Using Forces 
TP observed that actions of burning tires and government vehicles in Dili has been reduced after President Xanana gave his approval to International Stabilization Forces (ISF) to step up efforts against the violence by supporters of Alfredo. (TP) 


Failed Detaining Alfredo, ISF Cooperated with People. 
After the operation to detain Alfredo Reinado failed during the last week on 04/03/07, ISF asked for cooperation from all Timorese for the current and upcoming operations. ISF Brigadier Mal Rerden reportedly said that ISF would appreciate if all people of Timor Leste contributed to providing information about Major Alfredo. He said that when Alfredo Reinado with his group took weapons from BPU on the border and afterwards moved to Same, UNPol provided information to ISF and after gaining that information, ISF urgently relocated to Same to maintain Security. The Special Representative of Secretary General Mr. Atul Khare also appealed to Major Reinado Alves to surrender if he positively loves Timor Leste, Justice and stability in this new country. 
(TP,) 


Monday, 12 March 2007

General elections will be conducted fairly and credibly: Atul Khare 
The UN Secretary General's Special Representative in Timor Leste, Atul Khare said he believed the upcoming elections would be conducted fairly and credibly. 

Khare was speaking to journalists about the ongoing situation within the capital Dili, and the military operation against ex-Military Police Commander, Major Alfredo. 

Khare said the deployment of international forces and UN police would be sufficient to respond to any kind of violence during the elections. He added hat he believed Timorese leaders would try to reconcile and that Timor was capable of resolving the situation with Alfredo. (DN) 


CCF will not suspend Rogerio Lobato: Lu-Olo 
The President of Fretilin, Francisco Guterres (Lu-Olo) said although former Interior Minister and Fretilin member, Rogerio Lobato, had been sentenced to seven and a half years in prison, Fretilin would not suspend his party membership because the sentence would be appealed. 
  
Rogerio's verdict was reached by the panel of three international jurists, led by Judge Ivo Rosa Batista, after a three-month trial. 

Lobato's lawyer, Paulo Remeidos said the verdict was not fair and that his client would appeal the sentence 

Lobato was tried for arming a civilian hit squad, one of the key triggers for country's recent political crisis. (DN) 


500 new polling stations to be built for elections 
A total of 504 new polling stations will be built throughout the country, for the April 9 presidential elections, Director of the Technical Secretariat for Electoral Administration (STAE), Tomas Cabral said at a launch ceremony, Friday (9/3) at the STAE offices. 

He added that STAE would announce the total number of polling centres which would be open to the public, three days before the election is held. 

STAE estimates that more than 510,000 people will vote in the elections, at more than 700 polling stations. 

More than 3,500 polling staff would work on the elections and more than 600,000 ballot papers would be distributed throughout the country. (DN) 


Civil society and media must contribute to electoral process: CNE 
President 
The President of the National Electoral Commission (CNE), Faustino Cardoso Gomes said the upcoming elections required the cooperation and contribution of both media and civil society. 

Speaking at a one-day seminar on media coverage of the elections, Faustino said the media play a very important role during elections, disseminating information and educating voters. The seminar was held Saturday (10/3) held at Hotel Timor. 
(RTL, March 12, 2007) 


CNRT is important to the nation: Horta 
Prime Minister, Jose Ramos Horta said establishment of the National Congress for Timorese Reconstruction (CNRT) party would be made in a few days. 

Horta said CNRT would be led by the current President, Xanana Gusmao. CNRT would be fully supported by Timorese veterans and would back Horta as a presidential candidate. 

He added that President Xanana might want to play a role in government or parliament. "If the President leaves his current post to sit in parliament and government, I do believe that this will be very important to the nation," said Horta. (STL) 


UN provides transport for elections 
The United Nations' Special Representative in Timor Leste, Atul Khare said the UN would provide transport and communication equipment for the upcoming elections. 

Khare was speaking to journalists Friday (9/3) at the National Electoral Commission (CNE) offices. 

Khare added that the UN mission in Timor Leste was going to cooperate with all Timorese institutions, in supporting both the presidential and legislative elections. The presidential election was scheduled to be held on April 9 and the legislative elections would be announced after the presidential elections. (STL) 


Xanana calls for campaigns to be even-handed 
The President of National Electoral Commission (CNE), Faustino Cardoso said President Xanana Gusmao has asked CNE to work hard and monitor presidential candidates to make sure that they did not exert improper pressure on voters or other candidates during their political campaigns. 

Faustino said the President expected that a fair and democratic presidential election would take place. He was speaking to journalists Friday (9/3) after meeting Xanana at the Presidential Palace. (STL) 


Government will not give Rogerio Lobato special treatment in jail 
Ex-Interior Minister, Rogerio Lobato would be imprisoned like an ordinary person and the government would not provide him with special treatment, said the Minister for Justice, Domingos Sarmento. 

The Minister was speaking to journalists Friday (9/3) about the preparation of detention facilities for Lobato.   

Rogerio was sentenced to seven and a half years in prison Wednesday (7/3) by panel of three international jurists, led by Judge Ivo Rosa Batista, after a three-month trial. (TP) 
  

Australian black hawk helicopters damages people's house 
Sixteen houses in Babulu village in the southern district of Manufahi were damaged during the Australian-led international forces military action in pursuit of ex-Military Police Commander, Major Alfredo Reinado, last Thursday (8/3). 

A Timor Post correspondent reported that the houses were damaged by fire from the black hawk helicopters.     

Alfredo and his men are on run after Australian forces raided their hideout in southern town of Same last weekend, killing five of Alfredo's men. 

The Australian forces undertook the operation to capture Alfredo, on President Xanana Gusmão’s authorization, after Alfredo raided two Border Police Units last month, seizing 18 firearms.  (TP) 




International Media Reports 

Pre-Election Tension in East Timor After Killings 

Jon Lamb 

Green Left Weekly (radical newspaper) 

New South Wales, Australia 

March 11, 2007 

The situation remains tense in East Timor's capital, Dili, in the wake of the Australian Defence Force-led operation on March 4 to capture renegade East Timorese army officer Maj. Alfredo Reinado. 

Prior to the assault, Australian forces encircled the town of Same, 50 kilometres south of Dili, where Major Reinado's camp had been holed-up after taking a cache of weapons and ammunition from an East Timorese police border post near the village of Turiscai on Feb. 25. President Xanana Gusmao used the Turiscai incident as the pretext to request Australian forces to capture Reinado (although Reinado and his supporters claim that the weapons were not stolen or taken by force but handed over willingly by the border police). 

The pre-dawn raid failed to capture Reinado, but resulted in five of his group being killed. According to the chief of the Australian-led "International Stabilization Force," Mal Rerdon, all or most of his weapons were captured. The news of the attempted capture of Reinado and deaths of five of his followers sparked rioting and street protests by his supporters throughout Dili. Angry gangs of youths stoned cafes and restaurants that Australians and other Westerners are known to frequent. 

While most of the rioting had eased by March 7, threats by Reinado supporters against Gusmao and members of his family were followed by attacks on the homes of two of Gusmao's sisters. Manuela Gusmao's home was attacked twice within three days. Two rice warehouses also came under attack from gangs, though it is unclear if these attacks were related to the attempt to capture Reinado. 

The move to rein in Reinado and his group comes after months of protracted standoff and negotiation following his escape from Becora prison in August 2006, where he was being held in relation to charges arising from his involvement in armed clashes with the East Timorese Defence Force during the May 2006 crisis. Reinado has repeatedly called for the Fretilin-led government to be dissolved and, more recently, for the presidential election to be postponed. 

The timing of the operation to try to capture Reinado is also part of an attempt by the East Timorese government and the United Nations mission to establish greater security within East Timor in the lead-up to the April 9 presidential election (and the election of a new legislature, due by July). 

Prime Minister Jose Ramos Horta (who is a presidential candidate) has said that there needs to be tougher laws to allow police to detain people for longer than the 72-hour limit at present. In an interview broadcast on Portuguese Radio Renascence on March 6, Horta stated: "Police carry out an operation, detain dozens of protestors and what do the courts do? Free them. The same people, who have been detained several times, know they will only be in jail for 72 hours." 

An extra 150 United Nations police will arrive over March to bolster the present contingent and assist with pre- and post-election security (the mission has had its mandate extended to February 2008). 

A key problem for the country is ongoing—if sporadic—gang violence, which is often in the form of harassment and extortion of the more than 100,000 internally displaced Timorese living in camps dotted around Dili. Compounding the tense political and social situation is the food scarcity and rice shortage, especially outside of Dili. The Food and Agriculture Organization anticipates a 50 percent shortfall in the upcoming harvest. 

A further test for the Fretilin-led government will be in how successfully it distances itself from the March 7 conviction of former cabinet minister Rogerio Lobato, sentenced to seven-and-a-half years' prison for charges relating to the arming of hit squads to eliminate government opponents in May 2006. The Dili District Court also found Lobato guilty of four charges of manslaughter and one count of unlawfully using firearms to disturb public order. 

Lobato is expected to appeal against the verdict. Similar charges against former Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri were dropped by prosecutors in February due to a lack of evidence. Alkatiri has agreed to assist with further investigations into the events of last year's violence. 

In a March 8 Crikey.com.au comment piece, Damien Kingsbury, an East Timor commentator and an associate professor at Deakin University, argued: "The question now will be the extent to which Fretilin tries to limit the fallout from Lobato's conviction in the face of the impending elections. In this it will have to balance a desire for as much distance as possible from the convicted felon with a need to ensure he does not now discuss more freely what he knows about who gave what order to arm the hit squads." 

Timorese Prepare to Elect New President (AAP, 10 March 2007) 
By Jill Jolliffe 
Bodyguards are high on the wish list of some candidates campaigning to replace East Timor President Xanana Gusmao in a poll on April 9. 

With military operations against fugitive Alfredo Reinado continuing in the mountains and chronic violence simmering in the East Timorese capital, three of eight contenders have asked for close protection during campaigning. 

"Anything can happen in our current situation," 70-year-old Xavier do Amaral said, "It's best to be prepared." 

He accepted a UN offer of a bodyguard, while two others, Lucia Lobato and Fernando de Araujo, reportedly asked Gusmao to provide protection from his own security staff. 

When Amaral stood against the ex-guerrilla commander in the last presidential poll in 2001, it was to ensure that more than one candidate stood in East Timor's first free election. No one else was willing. 

By contrast, the 2007 poll promises to be closely fought between ranges of politically experienced candidates. The choice reflects the high stakes after months of conflict during which the credibility of the formerly unchallenged government party Fretilin has been severely dented. 

All candidates had completed legal requirements to stand by Friday (9 March), with campaigning due to start in earnest. 

Among those on the left is Fretilin veteran Francisco 'Lu-Olo' Guterres, who has served as parliamentary speaker since 2001 and will have the full weight of the historic "Party of Liberation" behind him. 

Experienced analysts see Fretilin as a party strong among rural voters for its 24 year record of resistance against Indonesian occupation. 

Avelino Coelho da Silva of the Timorese Socialist Party (PST) is another sort of leftist. He is the closest to a Che Guevara East Timor can offer, and his firebrand oratory could attract younger voters. 

Fernando de Araujo of the Democratic Party (PD) was a founder of the student resistance movement to Indonesia, and later the cell mate of Xanana Gusmao. 

His party was the most-voted opposition party in parliamentary elections six years ago, but trailing far behind Fretilin's 57.8 per cent. He is identified with the rebellion against the Fretilin government in western regions. 

The only female candidate is Lucia Lobato, a young, articulate parliamentarian for the Social Democrat party, which polled closely behind the PD. 

The internationally best-known candidate is prime minister and Nobel Peace laureate Jose Ramos Horta, an independent. He swapped the office of foreign minister for prime minister last June after the fall from grace of Fretilin premier Mari Alkatiri. 

With Guterres and Lasama, he is a frontrunner, but the final result will depend on a trade-off of preferences and alliances if the contest goes to a second round. 

Ramos Horta's brother-in-law Joao Carrascalao, founder of the conservative Democratic Timorese Party (UDT) is also standing, along with monarchist Manuel Tilman, a deputy from the KOTA party, which advocates the restoration of the power of traditional chiefs. 

Amaral, Araujo, Lobato and Tilman, are of the Mambai ethnic group identified with Major Reinado's western revolt. They could siphon support from Fretilin's traditional voters in these districts, and benefit from the disaffected youth vote, but it promises to be a tightly fought battle. 

The UN and East Timor's international donors are pulling out all the stops to ensure the election goes ahead smoothly despite its volatile backdrop. 

According to Steven Wagensall, UN advisor to East Timor's independent National Electoral Commission, "Around 400,000 previous voters have been confirmed and we will have around 100,000 new cards-mainly of 17-year-olds voting for the first time, but also of people renewing cards lost or destroyed". 

He said advisers, communications and transport were being provided, along with generous technical support in all outlying districts. 

8 Candidates Seek Presidency in E.Timor 
By ROD McGUIRK 
The Associated Press 
Saturday, March 10, 2007; 12:30 AM 
DILI, East Timor -- East Timorese election authorities said Saturday that all eight candidates were approved to contest this divided nation's presidential polls next month. But an official warned of a potential for fresh violence during a three-day appeal period that ends Tuesday in which members of the public can challenge in the East Timorese Supreme Court any of the candidates' right to stand. 

President Xanana Gusmao, long regarded as a uniting force in his fledgling democracy, but who is coming under increasing public criticism, is stepping down after the April 9 poll that will choose the nation's second president since it broke away from Indonesia in 1999.His successor will be called on to steer the nation away from the brink of political and civil collapse. The eight candidates who were nominated to replace him had all passed the Supreme Court registration test, government election official Tomas do Rosario Cabral said Saturday on the deadline for the announcement. The field includes Gusmao's sole opponent at the last poll in 2002, Francisco Xavier do Amaral, a founder of the dominant Fretilin Party. The candidates also include Prime Minister Jose Ramos-Horta, a close Gusmao ally who in 1996 shared a Nobel Peace Price for nonviolent resistance to Indonesian rule. Observers had feared the rejection of any candidate Saturday could have been a flash point for new violence. But the capital Dili, scarred by weeks of gang warfare, remained relatively calm Saturday. East Timor, one of the world's newest and poorest nations, was plunged into crisis a year ago when factional fighting broke out between police and army forces, leaving dozens dead and sending tens of thousands fleeing from their homes. The arrival of 2,700 foreign peacekeepers helped restore order, but tensions have flared in recent weeks, raising fears that presidential elections could be violent. 





Ramos Horta in group to contest E Timor presidency 
ABC News Online, March 10, 2007 

Eight candidates, including the current prime minister, will contest East Timor's presidential race in April, the national election commission says. 

The announcement came just days after thousands protested over a raid by international troops on the hideout of fugitive rebel leader Alfredo Reinado who has become as a hero among the impoverished country's restless, unemployed youth. 

President Xanana Gusmao, who ordered Reinado's arrest, has called on his countrymen to avoid doing anything that could destroy national unity ahead of the April 9 election that would pave the way for the independence hero's retirement. 

"Today is the last day to verify the requirements, and eight candidates have fulfilled all of those requirements," election commission chief Faustino Cardoso said. 

"The supreme court and the election commission have ratified them." 

As well as Prime Minister Jose Ramos-Horta, the Nobel Peace Prize laureate who is running as an independent, the pack includes parliamentary chief Francisco Guterres from the ruling Fretilin party and veteran politician Francisco Xavier do Amaral who lost to Mr Gusmao in the 2002 race. 

East Timor voted in a 1999 referendum for independence from Indonesia, which had annexed it after Portugal ended its colonial rule in 1975. 

The country became fully independent in 2002 after a period of UN administration. 

The recent standoff between Reinado and Australian troops, which killed five rebel supporters, has raised fears of violence ahead of the elections. 

Australia, the United States, Great Britain and New Zealand issued travel warnings for their nationals, saying the situation in East Timor was volatile and could deteriorate. 

The Reinado chase highlights the east-west divide that is troubling the tiny nation of 1 million people. 

The country erupted into chaos and gang violence last May when 600 mutinous soldiers from the western region were dismissed. 

Reinado, a former major from the west, quit the army out of sympathy with his sacked colleagues and has been a thorn to the government since. 


He has been on the run since escaping from a Dili jail last August along with 50 other inmates. 

Australia, which headed a UN-backed intervention force to East Timor in 1999, led a 3,200-strong peacekeeping force back to Dili to combat last year's violence. 

Canberra still has 800 troops in East Timor, along with 120 New Zealand soldiers. 

Australia agreed in January to provide troops to protect the current UN mission - approved by the Security Council on August 25 for six months - and rapid response capacity for UN police. 

In an address to the United Nations last month, Dr Ramos-Horta begged members to "stay the course" with Dili after describing building a state from almost zero as a "Herculean task". 
