March 26 Timor Leste Starts Literacy Campaign

Prensa Latina

Timor Leste started a literacy campaign on Monday, through the Cuban method "Yo Si Puedo" (Yes, I Can).The opening ceremony was presided over by acting Prime Minister Estanislao da Silva, who was grateful to Cuba and President Fidel Castro having facilitated the methodology used in several countries.Da Silva highlighted the importance of this campaign because when a people learn to read and write can not be manipulated, and exercise better democracy.Talking on the Cuban method's kindnesses, Timor Leste Education and Culture Minister Rosaria Maria Corte de Real stated that her country's illiteracy of almost one million inhabitants affect 50 percent of people older than 15 years.Cuban ambassador Ramon Hernandez, who also led the audience, outlined his country's experiences with this new method and exhorted all the society's factors to work together to also declare Timor Leste a territory free of illiteracy. 

March 26 New UN-backed police station to patrol troubled areas in Dili

United Nations News Service
 A ceremony was held today in Dili, the capital of Timor-Leste, establishing the United Nations-backed Bairro Pite Police Post to bring a permanent law enforcement presence to the most troubled areas of the city which has seen ongoing gang violence. Today’s inauguration formalized an agreement between the UN mission in the country, known as UNMIT, and the Government, signalling the end of the mission’s renovation of the police post, including the installation of new electrical wiring, generators and security lights.

“I hope that the physical presence of this police post will bring some peace of mind to the citizens who reside in this area knowing that a 24-hour police presence will be working to better serve their community,” said the Secretary-General’s Special Representative Atul Khare.

After gang violence flared late last month resulting in one death, three police posts were established in the Comoro subdistrict in Kampung Merdeka, Fatuhada and Bairro Pite. Security Council resolution 1704, adopted last 25 August, calls for up to 1,608 UN Police Officers (UNPOL) to aid in restoring and maintaining public security through the support of the National Police of Timor-Leste (PNTL), which includes interim law enforcement. As of the end of last month, there are currently 1,472 UNPOL officers in the country. Last week, the official campaigning period began for next month’s presidential election, slated for 9 April, the first since Timor-Leste gained independence from Indonesia in 2002, and Mr. Khare has said that UNMIT will offer assistance to national authorities whenever needed during the election period. Eric Tan, the Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative, said last week that nearly 1,000 UNPOL officers and more than 2,400 Timorese national police officers will be on duty across the country during the election campaign. The police will concentrate on protecting polling stations and responding to any security issues such as armed clashes, fires or roadblocks
March 26 Certification of the 2007 parliamentary and presidential elections in Timor-Leste - Fifth report of the certification team  

Source: United Nations Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste
1. This Report follows upon the Certification Team’s First Report, dated 2 November 2006, its Second Report, dated 19 December 2006, its Third Report, dated 19 January 2007, and its Fourth Report, dated 16 February 2007. In preparation for the issuing of this Report, the Team convened in Dili from 12 to 17 March 2007 (one member having arrived in Dili on 5 March 2007). In the period from and including 17 February 2007 to and including 16 March 2007:

(i) the UN Security Council, in its resolution 1745 (2007) of 22 February 2007, stated (at paragraph 7 of the resolution) that it:

“Takes note of the work of the United Nations Independent Certification Team, encourages the implementation of its key recommendations to ensure credibility of the electoral process, and further encourages the international community to assist in this process including through electoral observation;”;

(ii) the deadline for the presentation of presidential candidacies expired (on 28 February 2007), the draw for positions on the presidential election ballot paper was conducted (on 1 March 2007), and the definitive list of presidential candidates was issued (on 13 March 2007);

(iii) a military operation was conducted by the International Stabilisation Force (ISF), on 4 March 2007, against an armed fugitive group in Manufahi district;

(iv) the security situation in Dili and a number of other districts led the UN to impose restrictions on travel by and movement of UN staff (which were subsequently relaxed), and led a number of countries to recommend that their nationals not travel to Timor-Leste; and

(v) it was announced that the final date for voter registration was being changed from 16 March 2007 to 21 March 2007.

2. This Report primarily focusses on matters relating to the forthcoming presidential election, for which 9 April 2007 has been fixed as the polling date.

Outline

3. This Report, like those which preceded it, is structured around the benchmarks set out at Annex 5 to the Team’s First Report. The separate parts of this Report deal with the following matters:

(i) Legal Framework;

(ii) Electoral authority;

(iii) Voter registration;

(iv) Political Party and Candidate Registration;

(v) Political Campaign;

(vi) Polling Activities; and

(vii) Conclusions.

4. The benchmarks not mentioned in this Report relate to aspects of the electoral process which are still to unfold, or in relation to which there have been no further major developments since the Team’s Fourth Report; and the Team is therefore not in a position to make findings (or further findings) on them at present. Passages below in which the Team has made recommendations, findings that certain aspects of the electoral process are problematic in terms of the benchmarks, or other key findings, are shaded (thus).
March 27 Dispatch of election observer mission to Timor-Leste for presidential election

Source: Government of Japan
 1. On March 27 (Tue), the Government of Japan decided at its Cabinet meeting to dispatch an election observer mission comprising 14 members for about 10 days from early to mid April on the basis of the International Peace Cooperation Law with a view to assisting fair implementation of the presidential election to be slated for April 9 (Mon).

2. In February this year, the United Nations Security Council adopted its resolution 1745 stipulating that the international community should assist Timor-Leste’s election process. Under the policy of extending as much cooperation as possible to the country’s nation-building, the Government of Japan has extended it a variety of assistance, including the dispatch of civilian police officers to UNMIT and emergency grant aid for the Presidential and Parliamentary elections. The dispatch of this mission is in line with the policy.

3. The mission will include an official and a research fellow of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Source:Reliefweb
March 27 Nobel prize winner testifies about 1999 violence in East Timor

Canadian Press
Bishop Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo, whose resistance to Indonesian rule in East Timor won him a Nobel prize, described Monday how Jakarta-backed militias burned down churches and killed priests after his tiny country's independence vote.

He told the Commission on Truth and Friendship, established by both countries to hear testimony about the 1999 violence, that while he preferred to look to the future it was important not to forget the past.

"It's important to acknowledge that, as human beings and as citizens, we failed to maintain human rights, tolerance and solidarity," Belo told the panel, which has been widely criticized by rights groups as a tool to whitewash Indonesia's role in the bloodshed.

"It doesn't mean that we want to open old wounds and stir up hatred," he said.

East Timor voted overwhelmingly to end nearly a quarter century of Indonesian rule in a public referendum eight years ago that triggered a burst of killing, looting and burning by Indonesian soldiers and their military proxies.

Only one person has been punished for the violence that left more than 1,000 dead, and political leaders in both countries appear reluctant to press for more trials. The United Nations has said it would consider setting up an international tribunal if justice was not done.

Belo spoke calmly and with little emotion and he described how Indonesian troops and their militia proxies killed priests, attacked churches and destroyed religious documents. On Sept. 6, 1999, they threw petrol bombs at his own home, where refugees were seeking shelter, he said.

"There was gunfire coming from all directions and then shouting," Belo told the panel, made up of five Indonesians and five East Timorese. "I saw the glass from the windows shatter and fall to the floor. I saw fire in the guest room ... the door burning."

He said he and others in the house escaped through the north entrance.

"I saw by the front gate plain-clothed Indonesian troops," said Belo, who shared the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize with Prime Minister Jose Ramos-Horta. "When they saw me they just looked down.

March 27 Gusmao becomes president of Timor-Leste National Reconstruction Congress Source: Xinhua
President of Timor-Leste Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao agreed to become president of Timor-Leste National Reconstruction Congress, after members of the new political party made petition on Monday, according to media reports reaching here.

The ceremony was held at the presidential residence in Dili, capital of Timor-Leste, with over 200 representatives of the newly born party from all over the 13 counties in the country.

Gusmao said he hoped that the parties and politicians of Timor- Leste will win back support and trust from people to reconstruct the country better.

Although the party hasn't been registered with the judiciary department formally, it has collected 6,250 signatures of supporters.

March 27 Japan to extend East Timor police mission, ABC Radio Australia

Japan has decided to extend its civilian police mission to East Timor until the end of August, in line with the extension of United Nations peacekeeping operations there.

The mission had been due to end on March 31.

The Cabinet decision to extend it follows a decision by the UN Security Council last month to extend and temporarily reinforce its Integrated Mission for Timor-Leste (UNMIT) until February next year.

UNMIT is assisting with security during the April 9 presidential election and corresponding parliamentary elections.

Two Japanese police officers and an official liaison have been in East Timor since early February advising and instructing UNMIT's police sector to help rebuild the local police force.

The mission is the third UN peacekeeping activity Japan has participated in, and follows the 1992-1993 mission to Cambodia, and an earlier mission to East Timor in 1999.

March 27 East Timor president to lead new political party ABC Radio Australia

East Timor's outgoing President, Xanana Gusmao, will lead a new political party into the country's parliamentary elections in several months time. President Gusmao has formally accepted the leadership after his presidential term ends in May. The new party, the National Congress for Timorese Reconstruction or CNRT, hopes to wrest the majority of seats from the Fretilin Party in forthcoming parliamentary elections. East Timor is currently focused on its presidential election campaign - a race between eight candidates including Prime Minister, Jose Ramos Horta. The CNRT, which takes its name from the coalition which achieved independence, hopes Xanana Gusmao and Jose Ramos Horta will form a popular team in the new government.

March 27 China sends 10 peace-keeping police to East Timor Source: Xinhua
China has sent 10 police officers to join the United Nations peace-keeping force in East Timor, an official of China's Ministry of Public Security said on Tuesday. The officers are specialists in the fields of administrative management, information technology, public security, criminal investigation and border security. They have received training in weapons, driving and languages in China's peace-keeping police training center, the official said. China has sent more than 200 peace-keeping police abroad to take part in UN operations.

March 27 INDONESIA: FORMER INDONESIAN PRESIDENT DENIES ORDERING EAST TIMOR atrocities (AKI) 

Former Indonesian president Habibie has denied involvement in the unrest and violence in East Timor in 1999, Radio Netherlands reports. The former president appeared on Tuesday before an Indonesian commission which is probing the outbreak of killing looting and burning just before a referendum on independence. The United Nations says the Indonesian military recruited militia gangs which were responsible for killing 1,400 people.  Chairman of the Commission on Truth and Friendship (KKP) Benjamin Mangkoedilaga said that Habibie answered all five questions during the questioning by commission's members in Habibie Center building. "Mr. Habibie is cooperative. He answered all questions without trying to cover certain things," said Benjamin as reported by Elshinta news radio after the questioning.  The Indonesia-East Timor Truth and Friendship Commission will collect testimony from around 70 people, including many senior military officials, former foreign minister Ali Alatas and East Timorese Bishop Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo. Although the commission has the task of uncovering the truth about the violence, it does not have the power to try those it finds responsible.   East Timor gained independence in 2002 after its people voted overwhelmingly for statehood in the 1999 referendum, ending nearly a quarter century of Indonesian rule, and triggering the deadly violence. Indonesia annexed East Timor, a former Portuguese colony, in 1976.   Only one person has been punished for the violenc and political leaders in both nations appear reluctant to press for more trials. The United Nations has said it would consider setting up an international tribunal if justice was not done

March 27 Aussie soldiers accused over Timor church vandalism

USA News, cited by  in Catholic News
A Timor priest has accused Australian troops of destroying property in a raid on a church during a search for fugitive rebel leader Alfredo Reinado.  Fr Heremenio Gonsalves told reporters that in the early hours of 23 March, fully armed Australian soldiers kicked the backdoor and forcedly entered his church.  "They thought we had hidden the rebel leader there," Fr Gonsalves said.  The priest was not sure of the number of Australian soldiers who raided the church. "I just heard their shouts saying that Alfredo is inside the church, to hunt for him inside the church," he recalled.  Alfredo Alves Reinado, who led a revolt that plunged Timor Leste into chaos last April, has evaded capture by the Australian-led international peacekeeping force in Timor Leste. He has been a fugitive since he escaped from a Dili jail in August along with 50 other inmates.  Fr Gonsalves suspects the Australian soldiers thought Reinado was hiding in the church because many journalists covering the presidential election campaign stopped there the previous day on their way to Suai. The election is scheduled for 9 April.  "The Australian soldiers might have thought the journalists came to interview Reinado," Fr Gonsalves said, questioning how the Australian soldiers could even think the Catholic Church would harbour a fugitive in a place of worship.  "It is not proper," he said of the Australian soldiers' action, urging them to respect and not destroy places of worship in performing their duty.  The priest said he would ask President Xanana Gusmao and Prime Minister Jose Ramos-Horta to look into the incident.   He said he would also ask Bishops Alberto Ricardo da Silva of Dili and Basilio do Nascimento of Baucau, whose dioceses cover the country, to tell the Australian soldiers not to storm into his church again.  Fr Gonsalves said Indonesian troops during the occupation were not "rude like the bule (white) soldiers, who entered the church kicking and destroying the house of worship."
March 28 CPLP Police Chiefs Voiced Solidarity to East Timor  Angola Press Agency

East Timor Tuesday in Luanda received a message of encouragment from the polic chief from the Portuguese Speaking Community (CPLP), who also expressed the wish to help that Asian State with implementing democracy. In the communication, read out by Carlos Mourato Nunes, a general with Portugal's National Republican Guard, short before the closing of the meeting of the police chiefs of the CPLP, reaffirmed the wish to also assist that country with holding elections. "May it be allowed on this occasion, a word to the country that is absent, East Timor, that is at the moment going through a difficult period. In this particular case, Portugal knows in a very close way, as we are at this moment helping the democracy and electoral process that is being experienced and will be experienced along this year," reads the message. "On behalf of the police chiefs present, let us send our hug and wish for the desired paths to be attained and for which they fought for long time," also reads the note”

March 28 E Timor militia leader ready to apologise 

By Geoff Thompson ABC NEWS online

The jailed East Timorese militia commander, Eurico Guterres, says he is prepared to apologise for the violence of 1999, if East Timor guarantees it will accept his apology. Guterres is currently serving a 10-year sentence for human rights abuses. Supporters applauded often as Eurico Guterres spoke rapidly, passionately and continuously before another sitting of East Timor and Indonesia's Commission of Truth and Friendship (CTF). The CTF was warned by the former Aitarak militia commander to prepare for failure because he says human rights abuses in East Timor date back much further than 1999. Eurico Guterres was embraced by the commission's chairman as he offered an open letter to Indonesia in which he apologised for tarnishing the nation's human rights image, suggesting sarcastically that perhaps he should have supported East Timor's secession and burned the Indonesian fla

March 28 Presidential campaign continues despite violence ABC Radio Australia

Day five of East Timor's presidential election campaign has been marred by outbreaks of low level factional violence. The day also saw former prime minister Mari Alkitiri complain of heavy handed action by Australian troops. But the eight candidates have maintained their schedules.
Presenter/Interviewer: Karon Snowdon in Dili 

Speakers: Fransisco Lu Olo Gutterres, the Fretilin party's candidate in East Timor's presidential election; former prime minister Mari Alkatiri 

SNOWDON: In his campaign literature, Fransisco "Lu Olo" Guetterres highlights his humble background, his 24 years as a resistance fighter against Indonesia's occupation and his progress through the ranks of Fretilin. The Fretilin President and President of East Timor's parliament promises to bring stability, to end poverty and illiteracy and to expand East Timor's role in the region and the rest of the world if elected on April 9th. He says his most important job would be first to restore stability and the rule of law. He doesn't believe the so-called east west split said to be at the core of East Timor's violent crisis last year is real.

GUETTERRES: (Translator) It's an artificial creation within the crisis.

SNOWDON: How was it created?

GUETTERRES: (Translator) It was through a message on the 23rd March by the president of the republic, Xanana Gusmao, who stated that Lorosae, which is the east, is from Manututu upwards and Loromano is from Manatutu to the border.

SNOWDON: Do you blame President Gusmao for the current situation and its division between east and west, the violence that resulted from that? Do you blame President Xanana?

GUETTERRES: (Translator) The president's message wasn't a correct one. The president is responsible for the unity and the guarantee of peace and stability in Timor Leste and his message wasn't a correct one.

SNOWDON: Five years after independence, East Timor remains the poorest country in South East Asia. There are few jobs, infant mortality is high and safe drinking water unavailable to many. And the crisis has left about 70-thousand still living in refugee camps. There's a general belief that despite some successes, politicians have largely failed the people. But Lu Olo 's confidence isn't shaken.

GUETTERRES: (Translator) No, this doesn't affect the role of my campaign. The people understand quite well the importance of development, the importance of the government programs for development. It's not something that is resolved very simply in a few years or a few days. So no, this won't affect my campaign at all.

SNOWDON: The election campaign so far has been peaceful. But with just over a week of campaigning to go, cracks have begun to emerge, perhaps linked to the formation of a new opposition party which has drawn the support of not only a breakaway Fretilin group but has secured President Xanana Gusmao as its leader and is supporting Jose Ramos Horta's as East Timor's new president. The day after the announcement saw the leader of that group attacked by Fretilin supporters. In another incident, a Fretilin rally was set upon by thugs and local police used warning shots to disperse the crowd. The risk now is that tit for tat retaliations will follow. Former Prime Minister Mari Alkiri.

ALKITIRI: We have been trying to do our best to stop people from violence since June-July last year up to now. And we will keep doing it still. Of course, provocation is coming and everyday some new kind of provocation, trying to provoke us.

SNOWDON: Mari Alkiri brings considerable organising skills to the management of Lu Olo's campaign. And on the diplomatic front, the presidential hopeful says he will maintain good relations with neighbours Indonesia and Australia. 

GUTTERES: There are some overlap in the issues, but certainly we're going to work very hard to have very close relationship with Australia and Indonesia

March 29 Gusmao to run for Timor PM office

www.theage.com.au/news/

EAST Timor's outgoing president Xanana Gusmao said yesterday he would contest elections later this year that could see him installed as prime minister, in an attempt to take power from the nation's dominant political party.

Mr Gusmao said he would lead a new party, the Congress for the National Reconstruction of East Timor, in parliamentary elections scheduled to take place before September 15.

"I am ready for the post of the prime minister if people choose my party," Mr Gusmao said. "I will make changes in the government and bring new hope to the people of East Timor."

Mr Gusmao, who led East Timor's resistance movement against Indonesian rule, remains widely popular.

His party would run against the dominant left-wing Fretilin party of former Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri, who resigned last year amid a violence that left at least 37 people dead and drove 155,000 others from their homes.

Mr Gusmao's major political ally, Nobel peace prize winner Jose Ramos Horta, was installed as prime minister when Mr Alkatiri stepped down in June.

Mr Ramos Horta will run for president in elections on April 9 and is seen as the favourite.

East Timor won independence from Indonesia in 1999 following a UN ballot. The vote triggered violence by Indonesian troops and pro-Jakarta militias that only ended with the arrival of foreign peacekeepers.

Despite offshore gas reserves, it remains the poorest country in Asia

March 29 Reinado hunt to continue as E Timor election looms ABC News online

Australia's military commander in East Timor, Mal Rerden, says the hunt for fugitive rebel leader Alfredo Reinado has not been put on hold in the lead-up to the country's elections.

Official campaigning has started ahead of presidential elections on April 9.

Brigadier Rerden says security forces are not sure where Major Reinado is, but they are committed to ensuring the elections run smoothly.

"It's important for the security of the elections that there isn't seen to be any armed group who can interfere with the elections, so we'll continue with our operations to locate him and apprehend him," he said.

"I think he's got a very good opportunity to resolve this situation by giving himself up to the authorities."

March 29 Border with Timor Leste Reopened

Prensa Latina
Dili, Mar 29 (Prensa Latina) At the request of the government of Timor Leste, Indonesia reopened the mutual border, which was closed last month because of the danger represented by former military leader Alfredo Reinado.The Indonesian Ambassador to Timor Leste said in press statements that President Xanana Gusmao asked him to reopen the border for the economic good of both nations, and that Reinado does not represent a threaten any more. In reiterated occasions the government of Dili has called Reinado to give up, and allow the people of Timor Leste to solve differences in the elections convoked for April 9.Reinado was expelled from the Army for insubordination, when he demanded working improvements and solution to the nepotism inside the institution.Reinado headed a mutiny together with 599 soldiers in April and May 2006. He escaped from prison in August after being arrested for illegal possession of weapons and disobeying. General of Brigade Malcolm Rerdem, from the international forces deployed in the island, said Reinado counts on a little support right now
March 29 Assessment of E Timor's upcoming elections

By Loro Horta for RSIS 

After months of speculation and postponement, the Timorese government and the United Nations had finally agreed upon a date for the hosting of the country's first elections since independence 5 years ago.

Many hope that the ballot may finally put an end to the ongoing political crisis that has rocked the nation to its foundations. Because the upcoming elections may prove decisive for the future stability of Timor Leste, they are therefore relevant for the overall security interests of neighbouring countries.

The elections are likely to center on a contest between two major political forces, both in turn being supported by a vast array of small social and civic organizations. On one side of the spectrum will be the current President Xanana Gusmao making a bid for the post of Prime Minister and his ally, Ramos Horta, the current PM, aiming for the post of President. Their most serious opponent will most certainly be former Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri and Fretilin.

To run for PM, Gusmao has recently formed his own political party, the CNRT. His party is likely to form a coalition with various minor parties, such as the Democratic Party (PD) and the Social Democratic Party (PSD). Gusmao can also most likely count on the support of the influential Catholic Church and its powerful bishops. The power of the Church is overwhelming. Its priests and nuns are present in every aspect of native life down to the smallest social issues. Another source of immense power available to the Church are its various charities and schools, allowing it significant levers for social mobilization.

While Gusmao may face the greatest challenge to his hope of becoming PM, Horta too will have his challengers. Francisco Guterres (Loholo), Fretilin's president, will be challenging Ramos Horta for the presidency. While a relatively obscure figure, he is known for his modesty and dedication to the party. Like Alkatiri he has as his main weapon Fretilin's well disciplined machinery.

The other side

At first glance it may seem that the elections are a foregone conclusion - that the nation's most influential leaders such as Gusmao and Horta and its most powerful social organizations like the Catholic Church have joined forces to deal with the "communist devil" Alkatiri once and for all. However, Alkatiri seems unimpressed by the powerful coalition amassed against him. In early February, in his typical confrontational style, Alkatiri announced that he was running for prime minister and was going to once and for all show who the people of Timor supported. He vowed to defeat his opponents resoundingly and to put an end to "hypocrisy."

While it seems unlikely that Alkatiri will be able to defeat the powerful coalition arrayed against him, we should expect him to do much better than from someone as isolated as him. A combination of factors, some residing in the man's personal qualities, and others the result of chance and circumstance, may just see him survive again.

As a person Alkatiri is far from being your likeable character, always with a serious expression and a rather offensive sense of humor. However, he is still in control of Fretilin, the country's only real political party. Regardless of the controversy surrounding his re-election last year with 98 percent of the vote at the party's last congress, Alkatiri still remains Fretilin's secretary general. Due to its role in the struggle for independence, the party still retains a considerable following. In 2005 the party won 31 out of the 32 areas contested in regional elections.

Owing to its 24-year struggle as a guerrilla force against Indonesian occupation, Fretilin has developed a party structure unmatched by any other force in the country. The party apparatus runs all the way to the village level with political cadres present even at the smallest villages. Only the Catholic Church comes close to such an organization. Fretilin's years of struggle and hardship have given its members a strong and tenacious sense of belonging and loyalty. Like other leftwing former guerrilla movements, Fretilin is a far more disciplined and organized force than any of the other parties. Its machinery can become a powerful asset in the hands of a skilful, albeit not very popular leader.

Alkatiri is known for his remarkable organizational qualities and discipline. Long working hours are one of his trade marks. While East Timor's incompetent opposition leaders spent their time in Dili's cafes, Alkatiri has moved on the offensive. At the end of February, well before the elections, Alkatiri has toured nearly all of the country's 13 districts galvanizing the masses and mobilizing party members.

Alkatiri has in his hands a powerful weapon forged during 24 years of war at the cost of 200,000 lives. Gusmao and Horta, on the other hand, will be supported by an array of small and incompetent parties that are likely to ride on the charisma of the two leaders. However, both men have no choice but to enlist their support and hope that the parties just stick to the formality.

A new factor that may improve Alkatiri's chances is the regional issue of the east-west divide that emerged with a vengeance after the military crisis of April 2006. Fretilin has traditionally had a strong following in the eastern side of the island where most of the fighting for independence took place. After the military crisis many in the east felt that President Gusmao was sympathetic to the mainly western rebel soldiers. This perception may have a negative effect on Gusmao's election, by leading certain sections of easterners to vote for Fretilin out of retaliation for Gusmao's perceived bias.

Alkatiri is also likely to get some support from the most radical and nationalist Timorese by portraying himself as a patriot fighting for the interests of the people against Australia and its local puppets. Indeed, in recent times Alkatiri has adopted an increasing nationalistic rhetoric, claiming that he was toppled in a conspiracy orchestrated by foreign and domestic actors. Considering the significant levels of anti Australian sentiment among many Timorese, such tactics should not be discounted.

The power and reputation of Fretilin and Alkatiri's energetic leadership are such a powerful combination that many opposition parties and pseudo political groups have been formenting violence in an attempt to postpone the elections. Reinaldo's attacks on police stations and the subsequent riots triggered in Dili by the Australian operation to capture him may be part of such attempts.

Conclusion

While it's very unlikely that Alkatiri will be back as prime minister of tiny troubled Timor –Leste, it is also quite improbable that he will go out without a fuss. Many are furious at what they perceived to be his irresponsible and selfish act of contesting the election. His candidature may turn the election into chaos and violence all because of his ego, some cry. But, in the end, in a true democracy, Alkatiri has all the right to run for office. Gusmao and Horta better get ready for a fight, for they have a serious opponent to confront.

March 29 Channel 9 crew helped UN influence E Timor vote, hearing told

By Geoff Thompson, ABC News online

The former head of Indonesian military intelligence has cited an Australian 60 Minutes television crew as an example of the United Nations trying to influence the outcome of East Timor's independence referendum in 1999.

Major General Zacky Anwar Makarim is a former member of Kopassus and chief of Indonesian military intelligence.

Speaking at a hearing of the Commission of Truth and Friendship in Jakarta, he named a Channel Nine 60 Minutes crew led by the late Richard Carleton in a list of examples of alleged United Nations' bias towards a pro-independence outcome in the 1999 referendum.

He accused the crew of joining Australian election observers in the town of Liquica and actively guiding voters to choose independence.

Major General Zacky said UN officers let the activity continue until it was stopped by what he called "protesting locals", a reference to local militias.

March 30 Woman raped over Timor vote result

The Australian News

JAKARTA: An East Timorese woman has told how she was repeatedly raped by a pro-Indonesia militia member in the months after the nation's historic 1999 referendum "because the pro-independence won".

Esmeralda dos Santos yesterday testified before the East Timor-Indonesia Commission on Truth and Friendship that the man kicked and beat her for a month, trying to abort the child she conceived during the rapes.

Human rights campaigner Galuh Wandita yesterday told the forum that Indonesian security forces and militia members committed hundreds of rapes in 1999.

The commission is holding public hearings in Jakarta this week to establish the conclusive truth about the violence surrounding East Timor's 1999 vote for independence. It's hoped the forum will aid reconciliation between the two nations.

Ms dos Santos also thinks of the future: "My hopes for the future are that I don't want this to happen to my children," she told the hearing. "What I experienced, it should stop here. I don't want this to happen to my children. I don't want this to happen again."

Up to 1500 Timorese died, tens of thousands were displaced, and buildings and homes burnt across the country when militia linked to the Indonesian army went on a killing and arson spree.

Ms dos Santos was a teenager living in Suai when she fled to the local church compound in the days after the 1999 vote because "every night we were being terrorised by the militias and the TNI". TNI is the name of the Indonesian armed forces.

She said she saw about 500 others seeking refuge when the church compound was attacked by militia on September 6, a week after the independence vote.

"There were many people who died," Ms dos Santos said.

The Indonesian army took her to the local high school, with three other young women, where a militia member raped her "almost every day and night for a week", she said.

"They said that they committed the rape because the pro-independence won," she said.

Eight days later, Ms dos Santos, who had never left her village before, said she was taken to a town in West Timor, where she was held captive by the same man who continued to rape her.

"When I was raped I was already pregnant ... he wanted to abort the pregnancy. For one month I had been beaten and kicked because he wanted to abort my baby, and I ran away."

Ms Wandita said most human rights organisations in East Timor and Indonesia refused to co-operate with the commission because they feared it would recommend amnesties.

March 29 EAST TIMOR: JUSTICE THE ONLY CURE, SAYS VETERAN RESISTANCE LEADER    AKI
Peace and prosperity in one of the world's newest nations will not depend on who wins this month's presidential elections but on one simple but strongly held concept - justice, says a woman who struggled for decades to free East Timor from Indonesian rule. "Justice is fundamental to achieving security, prosperity, respect of human rights and that peace that eludes East Timor." Ten days ahead of the tiny state's first post independence elections, Ceu Lopes, a long standing member of East Timor's resistance to Jakarta, argues that without justice there will be no peace, irrespective of who wins at the polls.   The ballot comes after months of internal disorder, during which some 50 people were killed and tens of thousands forced to leave their homes. Among the root causes of the violence, most experts indicate the latent tension between different ethnic groups and the fierce rivalry between the army and the police in terms of who exerts power.   Conspiracy theorists point the finger at shadowy "foreign powers" interested in destabilising the area to help gain control of the nations' energy resources.  For Lopes, who never took up a gun during his long years of resistance, the conflict has much deeper roots.   "The Timorese are enraged and frustrated with the political system because they believe that our own leaders deprived them of justice," she told AKI from the northern Australian city of Darwin where he has lived for many years, heading the NGO Timor Aid.   Lopes spares no political leader his criticism. She believes Alkatiri bears the greatest responsbility for the current crisis, but even the president and former guerilla leader Xanana Gusmao and Nobel peace prize laureate prime minister Jose Ramos Horta, have let their people down.   "Our politicians have been incompetent and vulgar. Throughout the years, they showed they were more interested in strengthening their political power than in the wellbeing of the country" she said.   Lopes listed the political errors which he believes led to the current unrest.

March 30 NZ commander: East Timor allowed to develop too quickly   TV3

The commander of New Zealand's peacekeeping force in East Timor says the international community may have allowed East Timor to develop too quickly. Lieutenant Colonel Kent Collard says there was total devastation when the country won its independence in 1999 - and there is still not experience of bureaucracy to run East Timor. Speaking in the capital Dili, Lieutenant Colonel Collard says there is still a shortage of skills on how to run the country, how to organise a sewerage system, power grid or rubbish collection. He says East Timor has come a long way since independence, but needs help, expertise and guidance for a long time into the future. Lieutenant Colonel Collard commands 150 New Zealand peacekeepers in East Timor.

March 31 Timor PM supporters attacked as vote nears

 Lindsay Murdoch, Darwin, The Age.com

ELEVEN supporters of interim prime minister Jose Ramos Horta have been attacked and injured as political tensions rise in East Timor before presidential elections on April 9.

A convoy of vehicles the men and women were travelling in was stoned and the passengers dragged out and assaulted in a village near the eastern town of Viqueque. Two seriously injured men were admitted to a hospital in Baucau, the country's second largest city.

Mr Ramos Horta, who took charge of East Timor amid violent upheaval last year, had been campaigning in the area for the presidency in a contest against seven other candidates.

Organisers of his campaign were angry that United Nations police failed to protect the supporters who were returning to their homes from a campaign rally. The incident has been reported to the National Election Commission.

Mr Ramos Horta, a Nobel Peace Prize winner, has promised to reduce poverty and help heal deep political division in the country of one million people if he is elected to the largely symbolic but influential role, replacing outgoing president Xanana Gusmao.

Mr Gusmao announced this week that he had formed his own party, the National Congress of Reconstruction of East Timor , in a bid to seize power from the ruling Fretilin party at general elections that are expected to be held in June or July. Fretilin leader Mari Alkatiri has denounced the new party, describing its members as a "nest of liars".

Mr Gusmao is expected to be elected president of the new party and to declare his candidacy for the prime ministership when he vacates the presidential office after the April 9 vote.

Mr Alkatiri confirmed he will lead Fretilin into the general election and that the party's central committee would decide whether he will become prime minister if the party wins.

March 31 Kofi Annan accused of East Timor violence
Saibal Dasgupta, Times of India

JAKARTA: Indonesian authorities have launched a witch hunt for those responsible for the mayhem that left thousands dead in East Timor over seven years back. One accusing finger has already been shown at Kofi Anan, the former UN Secretary General, and a special court is considering if he should be invited to present his side of the case. 
As for the real killers on the ground, no one seems to know who they were. Jakarta is witness to a commission of inquiry, which is trying to unravel the truth behind the killings seven years after it happened. Neither the former commanders of the Indonesian military nor the head of the local militia have been able to guide the inquiry commission in its search for the killers. 
A case of selective amnesia by politicians and former military commanders? 
Blaming Annan and UN officials could be a strategy of Indonesian politicians and the former military commanders to distract attention from the actual puppeteers of the violence on the ground, sources said. 
East Timor, the world's youngest nation, created in 1999 on the basis of an UN-directed referendum. Over 80 per cent of East Timoreans voted for creating a new nation by breaking away from Indonesia during the referendum. But the results of the referendum sparked an orgy of violence leaving many dead. The official figure is 1,000 dead but real numbers may be much higher, sources said. 
Former Indonesian president B.J.Habibie and former military commanders are now trying to escape blame for his role during the mayhem by blaming the United Nations for its irresponsible attitudes. Habibie recently told a commission of inquiry that Annan was responsible for the violence. has made a pre-mature announcement about the results of the referendum. 
He claimed that Jakarta had a deal with the UN that the results of the referendum be delayed by three days to give the Indonesian military sufficient time to quell any possible post-referendum violence. But Annan sparked off the violence by announcing the results as soon as it was available on September 4, he said. 
"Habibie said that Annan broke his promise by announcing the referendum results on September 4, 1999, much earlier than the agreed date of September 7," Achmad Ali, a member of the Indonesia-Timor Leste Commission of Truth and Friendship (CTF), which is holding regular hearings in Jakarta to search for the truth behind the killings seven years after it happened. 
"If it's possible, we might invite Annan to clarify Habibie's statement. Annan is yet to disclose the historical situation from his perspective," Achmad said. 
It is not clear whether Annan would wish to come over to Jakarta to inform the world about the role played by the UN during those tumultuous times. 
A former Indonesian military general has also accused the UN of filling the ranks of the United Nations Mission in East Timor (UNAMET) with pro-independent forces supporting a free East Timor instead of creating a neutral body. The UN was clearing working in favour of dividing Indonesia instead of playing a neural role, he felt. 
"UNAMET, which was not neutral, triggered the unrest by recruiting only those who were pro-independence released false reports on the brutality of Indonesian soldiers and police and only transferred its members who were ill-behaved," Zacky Anwar Makarim, a retired major general, who was the deputy head of the East Timor referendum task force, told the commission. 
There is some evidence to show that the Indonesian military gave financial support to a gang of local militia, which sprayed the region with bullets, if it was not directly involved in the killings. But at this moment, the former Indonesian president and military commanders of the time are busy distracting attention from the actual killing by blaming the strategy of the United Nations, sources said.
April 1 Home Affairs Minister still in hospital

The Jakarta Post

JAKARTA (JP): Minister of Home Affairs M Ma'ruf health condition has slowly recovered after being hospitalized on Friday at Harapan Kita Hospital, Jakarta. "His (Mr. Ma'ruf) condition is getting better, but he needs rest so we can't disturb him," Home Affairs Ministry spokesman Saut Situmorang said Saturday. According to him, three doctors in presidential palace has been appointed to give medical treatment to Ma'ruf

April 1 Troops deployed to Timor border

The Jakarta Post
KUPANG, East Nusa Tenggara: The Indonesian Military (TNI) has deployed 1,000 soldiers along the border between Indonesia and Timor Leste to prevent possible unrest inside Indonesian territory before and after the presidential election in the neighboring country on April 9.

The commander of the Indonesian Border Security Unit, Lt. Col. J. Hotma Hutahaen, said via cell phone Thursday that TNI troops had been entrusted with securing state territory and preventing rebels from entering the country through West Timor, East Nusa Tenggara.

"Chaos is escalating in Dili ahead of the election, but has not yet had any serious impact along the border of both countries," said Hutahaen.

He said border troops had been tolerant toward sick residents crossing over despite the closure of the border.

"President Xanana has officially sent a letter to President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono requesting him to open the border point to expedite supplies for the needs of Timor Leste people, but the TNI headquarters has yet to order all four entry points open," he said.

The government will likely open the border points after the election. 
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