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The youth should work and study hard to serve their families, their nation and the world 
 

 

Prime Minister Dr Jose Ramos-Horta appealed to Timor-Lesteâ€™s youth to work and study hard to serve their families, their nation, and the world. 

 

Dr Ramos-Horta made the appeal at the â€œKruz Joven â€œcongress (=The Cross Youth Congress) in Tumua village, Fuiloro, on Wednesday, 3 January 2007. The Prime Minister participation at the youth congress was part of his two days visit to the Lospalos districts. 

 

Speaking to approximately 600 youth from Fuiloro, Rasa, Tutuala, and Titilari, Dr Ramos-Horta said that he had visited more than 100 countries in the world and had met many youth in those countries.

 

â€� 99 percent of those youth I had met and talked with, show their idealism and their dreams to make improvements, and they want to study and work hard to make a positive contribution,â€� Dr Ramos-Horta said

 

Dr Ramos-Horta also explained that there are many crises that have occurred in many countries, such as in Indonesia , the Philippines , Pakistan , India , etc. Some crises are considerably worse than the one being faced in Timor-Leste, â€œThose various crises happen due to the lack of spiritual and moral value of the citizens,â€� he said.

 

The Prime Minister said that he agrees with the idea of Baucauâ€™s Bishop, Basilio do Nacimento who said that families, the church, and the government have to work together to set up the spiritual and moral value of the citizens. â€œWhen these three parts are working closely, we could dismiss the violence that occurs in this nation, including the domestic violence.â€� explained Dr Ramos-Horta to the participants.

 

Dr Ramos-Horta also said that when young people do not manage their time properly to study and work hard, they couldnâ€™t please their families, and their communities, and as a result, they cannot make any positive contribution to their nation.

 

â€œTherefore, my message to the youth is that youâ€™re the future, and your future will depend on your dreamsâ€� he said, â€œThe youth should hold the value of your spiritual, moral, and intellectual education, so that you wonâ€™t be involved in any violence. You donâ€™t need to hate other people. What you need is to work and study hard to improve your knowledge and skills to serve your families, your villages, your districts, your country and the world,â€� the Prime Minister added. 

 

Tumua, where the youth congress was held, is as a sacred place. For the locals. In the resistance period, this place was used by the youth and the members of resistance movement to conduct various strategy meetings. Despite facing many security problems from the TNI, on 18 October 1991 the local youth successfully put a cross in this place and subsequently captured by the TNI, and on 3 July 1992 a group of students from UNTIM University (Universitas Timor-Timur = The East Timor University), organized other youth from different districts to come and visit this place.

 

Among the many personalities attending the congress, where the Bishop of Baucau, Dom Basilio do Nacimento, the Minister of Development, Eng Arcanjo da Silva M.AgrSc, the Vice-Minister of Interior, Agustinho Somoco, the administrator of Lospalos district, Olavio da Costa Almeida Monteiro, and the administrator of the sub district of Lautem, Jacinto da Costa. ENDS

 

 

