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The Australian - Sydney,Australia

Concern at Timor army conscription, Mark Dodd, January 31, 2007.

EAST Timor's parliament is to vote on a conscription bill that aims to fill the ranks of the country's ethnically divided defence force, but which critics say could trigger renewed social upheaval. Interim Prime Minister Jose Ramos Horta on Monday addressed parliament to formally present the draft bill on military service. A vote is expected either today or tomorrow. The law challenges Australia's and the UN's preference for East Timor to stick with a small, affordable, all-volunteer light infantry force. And it short-circuits a UN security sector review into the defence force and its future in the wake of last year's political violence. "The majority of people protesting last year against the Government and F-FDTL (East Timor Defence Force) were youths, so how can you expect to conscript young men and women to serve in an institution like the F-FDTL that has such a big problem with its reputation?" said one senior Dili-based Western diplomat. The new law proposes an 18-month mandatory conscription period for all East Timorese, a radical solution for clearing Dili's troubled streets of angry unemployed youths. Despite the presence of an 800-strong Australian military taskforce and hundreds of UN police, clashes between rival ethnic martial arts gangs have continued to erupt on Dili's streets, in violence that has left more than 40 dead and a tenth of the population displaced. UN officials estimate as many as 40,000 East Timorese could be eligible for the draft. Reliable Dili-based diplomatic sources speaking on condition of anonymity warn the law could trigger widespread rejection and unrest among ethnic westerners, so called Loromonu people, who blamed bias by eastern-born commanders for deserting the force last year. The mutiny involving about 600 soldiers snowballed into full-scale political violence and brought the tiny country to the brink of civil war. If the conscription measure is passed, it would boost the depleted 720-strong F-FDTL to about 3000 men and women. But it raises questions about future funding for arms and equipment. A spokesman for Defence Minister Brendan Nelson said the Government was watching developments, but said Australia would continue to work in support of the development of East Timor's defence force. Australia has provided the bulk of funding to train East Timor's defence force. In 2001, it opened an army training centre at Metinaro, east of Dili, built at a cost of $7.5million. The previous year Canberra announced a five-year $26million defence co-operation program, which the federal Opposition claims has been a waste of money.

Scoop.co.nz (press release) - New Zealand
NZ helps with emergency food aid in Timor Leste, Thursday, 1 February 2007.

New Zealand is giving the World Food Programme $500,000 for emergency food aid in Timor Leste, Foreign Minister Winston Peters announced today. “New Zealand must do what it can to help prevent a serious humanitarian disaster from occurring," Mr Peters said. "Timor Leste already has one of the highest rates of malnutrition in the world, with over half the population suffering either chronic or acute malnutrition. "It is suffering a severe drought, which is further compounding the problem of feeding several thousand families that were displaced by last year’s violence are now struggling to survive. “New Zealand's assistance will be targeted at rural families who are sheltering people displaced by the conflict in Dili, and will also focus on feeding children attending school." The World Food Programme contribution is in addition to New Zealand's annual aid and development work in Timor Leste, worth $4.1 million.

ReliefWeb (press release) - Geneva,Switzerland

UN Police, international force arrest 50 in Timor-Leste for gang fighting, crimes, 01 Feb 2007.
Continuing efforts to improve security in Timor-Leste, more than 100 United Nations Police officers, backed by troops from the International Security Forces (ISF), have arrested around 50 gang members from two neighbourhoods in the capital Dili, and confiscated homemade firearms, machetes, Molotov cocktails and other weapons, the top UN police official in the country said today.  Speaking at the same press conference in Dili, the Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General Finn Reske-Nielsen stressed the importance of restoring stability throughout the country, particularly ahead of this year’s planned elections in the tiny South-East Asian nation that the UN shepherded to independence from Indonesia in 2002. Wednesday’s arrests were the latest moves by UN Police (UNPOL) and the ISF to help the authorities restore order in Timor-Leste, which continues to see sporadic gang violence and where last year deadly conflict – attributed in part to differences between eastern and western regions – led to the deaths of at least 37 people and forced about 155,000 people, or 15 per cent of the population, to flee their homes. Yesterday afternoon 120 UNMIT (UN Mission in Timor) police officers, including Formed Police Units (FPU) backed up by 100 personnel from ISF conducted a large operation at Bairro Pité and Hudi-Laran in Dili, UN Police Commissioner Rodolfo Tor told the reporters, adding that 47 suspects were arrested and weapons were confiscated. “Found in their possession were a large number of illegal weapons, including some homemade firearms and Molotov cocktails. The suspects are presently under UNMIT custody at the detention centre in Dili for the police to collect more evidence before taking them to court for appropriate measures,” he said. Mr. Reske-Nielsen told the reporters that yesterday’s operation was an indication that the police are “stepping up” their efforts to stop the violence in the capital, adding that in light of this year’s planned polls it was a “major focus” of both the UN and the Government to ensure an adequate police presence throughout the country. “I would like first of all to emphasize the importance of the upcoming presidential and parliamentary elections that it be free and fair and that it be conducted without violence and without intimidation and that the results be accepted by the vast majority of the Timorese people as being a true reflection of the will of the people,” he said. “The United Nations through UNMIT and through other members of the UN family is providing a significant amount of support to the electoral process but it is important to bear in mind that the responsibility for conducting the elections rests with the Government of Timor-Leste.” Mr. Reske-Nielsen also highlighted the latest report of the UN’s Independent Electoral Certification Team (ECT), which is made up of three electoral experts charged with overseeing and certifying that all aspects of the election process comply with international standards. He said the team concluded that the electoral process is not yet proceeding in a “satisfactory manner,” and Mr. Reske-Nielsen urged the Timorese authorities to consider the recommendations from this report as well as from two others, relating to a wide range of polling issues, including the legal framework, voter registration and political campaigning. The ECT was appointed by the Secretary-General in October 2006 and is independent of UNMIT. It is mandated to observe each phase of the electoral process and to verify the satisfactory conduct of each of those phases on the basis of benchmarks developed by the Team in consultation with the UN and Timorese electoral authorities. 

ABC Radio Australie - Australia

Jose Ramos-Horta peut-être candidat à la Présidence, 2/02/2007.

Le lauréat du prix Nobel de la paix et Premier ministre du Timor-Leste a fait savoir que si aucun candidat ne se présente aux élections présidentielles prévues en avril, il envisagerait alors de poser sa candidature. Jose Ramos-Horta a déjà fait part de ses intentions au Président Xanana Gusmao et aux différentes formations politiques du pays. Pendant ce temps les militaires australiens et les policiers des Nations Unies ont interpellé 47 personnes et confisqué des douzaines d'armes dangereuses. Lors d'une vaste opération lancée dans la nuit de mercredi à jeudi, les autorités ont procédé à des séries d'arrestations pour plusieurs motifs ; possession illégale d'armes à feu, comportement séditieux et même homicide. Au nombre des personnes interpellées, plusieurs membres de groupes d'arts martiaux qui terrorisent la capitale Dili depuis plus d'un mois maintenant. Un chef de gang a été arrêté. Ces raids ont été lancés après plusieurs semaines d'enquête et des armes en tous genres ont été saisies ; fléchettes, bâtons, lances, armes de poings et explosif « fait maison ».
Reporters sans FrontiÃ¨res - Paris,France

Timor-Leste - Rapport annuel 2007.
Les émeutes et les tensions politiques n’ont pas facilité la tâche de la presse. Plusieurs rédactions ont été menacées par des partisans ou des opposants de l’ancien Premier ministre Mari Alkatiri. Malgré ces violences, la jeune nation continue de jouir d’une vraie liberté de la presse. Une mutinerie de militaires a provoqué une grave détérioration des conditions de travail des journalistes à partir du mois de mai 2006. Plusieurs rédactions sont entrées dans la clandestinité, de peur des représailles. Les journaux Timor Post et Suara Timor Lorosae ont été contraints de cesser leur publication pendant quelques jours, sous la pression des partisans de Mari Alkatiri, poussé à la démission fin juin. L’ancien chef du gouvernement avait ouvertement critiqué la presse et appelé à boycotter les médias indépendants comme le Suara Timor Lorosae. A plusieurs reprises, des journalistes ont été agressés. Le 10 juin, un reporter d’Associated Press a été malmené et brièvement interpellé par des soldats australiens participant à la mission de maintien de la paix. Le 12, un groupe de jeunes a jeté des pierres sur des journalistes du Timor Post. Le 29, des militants politiques ont saccagé les bureaux de la principale radiotélévision TVTL à Dili. Ils exigeaient la suspension des programmes d’informations. Enfin, le 9 novembre, un correspondant de l’Agence France-Presse a été touché au visage par une pierre lancée par un manifestant.

People's Daily Online - Beijing,China
NZ to send aid to Timor-Leste, February 02, 2007.
New Zealand Government announced Thursday it is setting aside half a million NZ dollars (350,000 U. S. dollars in emergency aid for Timor-Leste. Foreign Minister Winston Peters said the money is to go to the World Food program for emergency food aid to help prevent a serious humanitarian disaster from occurring. He said Timor-Leste already has high rates of malnutrition, with more than half of the population affected. Peters said the country is suffering a severe drought, which is compounding the problem of feeding the thousands of people that were displaced by civil violence last year. 

All Headline News - USA

East Timor Announces Presidential Election Date, February 3, 2007 10:14 a.m. EST

Dili, East Timor (AHN) - East Timor announced on Friday that it will hold presidential elections in April. East Timor President Xanana Gusmao set the date after having a meeting with the political parties and the election commission. Gusmao has said he will not run for re-election. "After having a meeting with political parties and the election commission, we assigned April 9 as election day," Gusmao said. He also said that the date for parliamentary elections would be announced after the presidential election was completed. East Timor voted in a 1999 referendum to become independent from Indonesia. It became fully independent in 2002 after a period of oversight of its government by United Nation's administration, the Australian Associated Press reported. 

The Australian - Sydney,Australia

Fretilin threat to snub Timor poll, Mark Dodd and Nigel Wilson, February 05, 2007.

EAST Timor's ruling Fretilin Party has threatened to withdraw from parliamentary elections unless they are held before the end of May, following confirmation a presidential vote will take place in April. President Xanana Gusmao, who set April 9 as the date for presidential elections, has repeatedly said he will not run again. However, he is widely expected to form his own political party and run as an elected member of parliament. Under East Timor's electoral law, parliamentary elections must take place a minimum of 80 days after the presidential vote. This means the parliamentary poll will most likely be held in late June or early July. But Mr Gusmao's weekend announcement triggered a threat from Fretilin that it would boycott the parliamentary ballot unless it was held before May 20. Fretilin believes any vote held after that date would be unconstitutional. East Timorese Prime Minister Jose Ramos-Horta said as recently as Wednesday that he would not run for the presidency unless there were no other candidates to rule the emerging country, which has been plagued by political instability and violence. "If there are no other people (as candidates), if everyone thinks I have to accept the responsibility because the state needs it, then I will think it over again," Mr Ramos-Horta said. UN police backed by Australian and New Zealand military personnel last week arrested 47 suspects, including the leader of a martial arts gang believed responsible for much of the street violence in Dili that has racked the capital for months. An assortment of weapons were seized during the arrests, including clubs, home-made explosives, darts, knives, machetes and bows and arrows. Law and order is a pre-requisite for the holding of free and fair elections. The National Electoral Commission has been established and started voter registration in Dili last week. However, the poll dates are set to delay a start on the $8billion Greater Sunrise oil and gas prospect. Ratification of the Treaty on Certain Maritime Arrangements in the Timor Sea, signed in January last year, and the Greater Sunrise International Unitisation Agreement, signed in 2003, has been held up because of the civil strife. Under CMATS, East Timor's share of the revenues from Greater Sunrise, which straddles the boundary of the Joint Petroleum Development Area between Darwin and East Timor, could be as much as $US14 billion ($19 billion) because revenues will be shared 50-50 with Australia, compared with 80-20 as originally proposed. But some Fretilin members and independents in the Dili parliament are unconvinced the revised deal under CMATS is in East Timor's interests. East Timor wants any liquefied natural gas development of Greater Sunrise to be within its borders, which Australian resources company Woodside maintains is uneconomic. Woodside chief executive Don Voelte was hoping to have progress on Greater Sunrise "early in the New Year", but this hope has been dashed because all major parliamentary action is on hold until after the elections are held.

Sydney Morning Herald - Sydney,New South Wales,Australia

Balibo inquest begins, 31 years on, Hamish McDonald, February 5, 2007.

IF CANBERRA'S defence and foreign affairs establishment thought Maureen Tolfree was going to give up, this was another intelligence failure. More than 30 years ago, she came out from her home in Bristol, England, to find out how her brother Brian Peters, a Channel Nine cameraman, had died with four other Australian-based newsmen at Balibo in East Timor. The young Englishwoman, who had never been overseas, was baffled by a bureaucratic wall of secrecy, which she, along with other bereaved relatives, has tried to penetrate ever since. Today, she gets vindication of sorts. An inquest into Peters's death starts at the State Coroner's Court in Glebe, the first independent inquiry of a judicial nature with powers to compel witnesses. "It's amazing. I never thought it would happen," Mrs Tolfree, 61, said yesterday as she rested after her long flight out to attend the hearings. The inquest - by a NSW court into the death of a British citizen in a foreign country - is a legal milestone for Australia. In December 2000, Mrs Tolfree and her Sydney lawyer, the International Commission of Jurists activist Rodney Lewis, went to the Coroner's Court and reported Peters's violent death. Two years ago, the then state coroner John Abernathy accepted their argument that as Peters had been a NSW resident (the only one among the five, the rest living in Melbourne) his death came within the jurisdiction of the court. Delayed by last year's turmoil in East Timor, the inquest starts today before the Deputy State Coroner Dorelle Pinch and is expected to run for at least a month. Among the 66 listed witnesses are a dozen Timorese who were auxiliaries with the Indonesian special forces team that attacked Balibo on October 16, 1975, at the start of a covert invasion of the Portuguese colony. Among them is one man who says he saw two of the journalists after they were captured alive, and then saw them executed by the Indonesians. A finding of deliberate targeting and execution would bring calls for war crimes cases against the Indonesians involved, some of whom later rose to senior positions - notably the officer in charge of the Balibo attack, Yunus Yosfiah, who became Indonesia's minister of information in 1998. As delicate for Ms Pinch is the handling of requests from Mr Lewis and the NSW Police for access to personnel and records of the Defence Signals Directorate, Australia's electronic spy agency, for what might have been learned about the Balibo killings from intercepted Indonesian signals. Even after three decades, the directorate is claiming immunity on national security grounds from disclosing such material or names in open court. A legal team from the NSW Crown Solicitor's office, headed by the barrister Mark Tedeschi, QC, is being given conditional access to directorate material to assess its relevance. Mrs Tolfree became guardian to Peters and his two younger brothers at the age of 15 when their mother deserted them. When Peters decided to migrate to Australia at 19, under a £20 scheme run by the Big Brother movement, she signed the consent forms. By the time he died, aged 26, she had three children of her own and the two younger brothers to look after. As pressures eased in later years, she took more time off from her catering work to seek answers about his death. She also joined protests against the Indonesian military, which was being supplied with jets from the British Aerospace factory near her home. She is not surprised the Defence Department is still trying to shield its knowledge from open scrutiny. "They're going to try, aren't they?" Mrs Tolfree said. "They're not going to open up. They've got a lot to hide."

ABC Radio Australie - Australia

Des ministres et députés riches dans un pays très pauvre, 5/02/2007.

Au Timor-Leste, la principale force politique dans l'une des nations les moins nanties du monde, le Fretilin, fait le forcing pour accorder des pensions de retraite copieuses et de généreux à-côtés aux anciens ministres, députés et présidents. Le journal australien, le « Sunday Age », indique qu'après des mois et des mois de violence, des dizaines de milliers de réfugiés et des pénuries alimentaires, deux projets de loi ont dominé les débats parlementaires à la fin de l'année dernière. Les législations proposées ont aussi provoqué une certaine grogne au sein de la population et ont contraint le Président Xanana Gusmao à utiliser son droit de veto. Tandis qu'un cinquième de la population vit avec un peu plus d'un dollar par jour et que la sécurité alimentaire touche près de la moitié de cette population, la première législation controversée concernent les ministres et les anciens Présidents et présidents du Parlement qui en cas d'adoption se voient accorder : une pension à vie égale à leur salaire actuel, situé entre 1 000 et 2 000 dollars par mois, une résidence gouvernementale, un véhicule, un conseiller, un secrétaire, un responsable de la sécurité, l'accès à Internet et le téléphone gratuits. Des exemptions fiscales sur les voitures d'importation. Des passeports diplomatiques. Un certain nombre de voyages à l'étranger gratuits tous les ans et j'en passe. Xanana Gusmao a décidé d'imposer son veto et le projet de loi se retrouve maintenant devant le Parlement où il devra être approuvé par une majorité des 2/3 avant d'être soumis une fois de plus à l'approbation du Président. Un projet de loi similaire bien que légèrement moins généreux a été proposé pour les députés et le Président Gusmao a déjà suggéré quelques modifications. Pendant ce temps, sur les 177 pays les plus pauvres du monde, le Timor-Leste est à la 142ème place.

