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UNMIT Situation Report

19 January – 25 January 2007
1. Political Events/Issues in Timor-Leste
· On 19 January, international media reported that Timor-Leste, Brunei and the Philippines agreed to jointly develop oil and gas resources in Timor-Leste.  Philippine Energy Secretary Lotilla was quoted as saying that the agreement was made on the sidelines of XII ASEAN summit. 
· On 19 January, national media reported that the Secretary of PST Avelino Coelho declared his candidacy for the presidential election.  He pledged to prioritise efforts to bring national unity, increase productivity of the elected leaders, change the official language to Tetum and Indonesian, and to improve policies on agriculture and development. 

· According to national media, on 19 January, PM Ramos-Horta and Bishop Ricardo discussed possible candidates for the next Presidential elections; the names of Mario Carrascalao and Taur Matan Ruak were mentioned.  On 20 January, national media quoted Vice-President of National Parliament Jacob Fernandes expressing the hope that President Gusmao run again as presidential candidate.

· In relation to the preliminary hearing of 11 F-FDTL soldiers and one PNTL Inspector at Dili District Court, on 19 January, President of PSD Mario Carrascalão reportedly criticised F-FDTL soldiers who had gathered around in the court vicinity with weapons.  He called on President Gusmão, PM Horta, and F-FDTL Commander Ruak to take appropriate measures against such acts.
· On 19 January, national media quoted the spokesperson of UDT Alexandre Corte-Real and the President of KOTA Manuel Tilman as saying that the spokesperson for the F-FDTL Petitioners Salsinha was responsible for the 28 April 2006 violent incidents.  It was understood that their comments were in response to the Ombudsman (Provedor Geral) Sebastiao da Silva’s remark on 17 January that Lt. Salsinha did not have any link with the 28 April incidents. 
· On19 January, the Movement for National Unity and Justice (MUNJ) held a press conference in which its coordinator Augustino Junior made a number of demands to the Prosecutor-General including freeing PNTL officer Abilio Mau Soko and former FALINTIL soldier Oan Kiak, placing former Prime Minister Alkatiri and former Minister of Interior Lobato on preventive detention, and refraining from any attempts to arrest fugitive Major Reinado.  Mr. Junior warned that MUNJ would organize demonstrations should the Prosecutor-General ignore their demands.  He demanded the Australian Defence Force to protect the general public and not the interest of specific groups and criticized UNMIT for engaging in “conspiracy politics” with Prime Minister Ramos-Horta to block justice in Timor-Leste. 

· On 19 January, fugitive Major Reinado held a press conference in in Aifu, Ermera district, which was attended by several members of MUNJ among others.  Preliminary information suggested that F-FDTL Petitioners leaders Salsinha and Railos, witnesses in the trial of Rogerio Lobato, were also present.  According to international media, fugitive Major Reinado warned that Australian troops would be killed if they try to force him to surrender.  Speaking at the same press conference, Spokesperson of the F-FDTL Petitioners’ group Mr. Salsinha called on the Commission of Notables to release its report.

· At the same press conference, Major Reinado said that he received a letter from a Cuban medical doctor stating that Cuban nationals, besides providing medical service, are in Timor-Leste “to spread communism”.  The Cuban Embassy protested against “media’s lies” on this matter.  Official records of the Ministry of Health show that there is no Cuban citizen in Timor-Leste responding to the name of the alleged author of the letter to Major Reinaldo.  On 20 January 2007, the Government denied any political activities of Cuban doctors in the country.  

· Deputy Prosecutor-General Ivo Valente was interviewed on national television news on 19 January in relation to the Reinado case. During the the interview, DGP Valente stated that there was no arrest warrant for Reinado.
· On 19 January, international media reported PM Horta as saying that he would not meet fugitive Major Reinado as he did not want the people to think that he protected a criminal.  He reportedly said that he did not have any plans or time to meet with Reinado, and that the case should be handled by the judicial authorities.  
· On 19 January, Minister of Justice Domingos Sarmento brushed off rumors of a possible “peaceful deal” with renegade Major Reinado.  In an interview with Adnkronos International, Sarmento said that Major Reinado and the other 55 inmates who escaped from Becora prison are fugitives who must be arrested and jailed.  Major Reinado responded: “I am innocent as long as the tribunal does not say otherwise”.
· On 19 January, Public Health Minister Rui Maria de Araujo saw off 100 of 200 students to join other 500 Timorese already studying medicine in Cuba.  Minister Araujo thanked President Fidel Castro for the gesture of solidarity.
· On 20 January 2007, the Dili district Partido Social Democrata (PSD) congress was held in Dili.  It was attended by Party President, Mr. Mario Carrascalao, parliamentarians Lucia Lobato and Maria Paixao and about 140 party members.  President Carrascalão reiterated his campaign program and criticised the present leadership over the plight of the Timorese people.  The Dili District Party leader and subdistrict leaders were elected.
· On 22 January, the National Electoral Commission (CNE) held its first meeting with the Technical Secretariat for Electoral Administration (STAE).  The discussion included: STAE’s plan to update voter registration data and the voter education campaign which will accompany it; the CNE allocation in the national budget, including what subsidy CNE Members will receive and other issues related to CNE funds; and procedures they need to follow to hire their staff.  The STAE Director also set forth three possible scenarios for the election dates: a) presidential election to take place on 7 April and legislative on 15 May; b) presidential election on 18 April and legislative on 10 May; c) legislative election on 18 April and presidential on 10 May.  These three scenarios are the same ones he briefed to President Gusmao two weeks ago, indicating STAE’s analysis of when the voting could take place.  He left with the CNE copies of his plans for their consideration and eventual approval.  Separately, CNE Members held internal discussions on CNE internal rules and methods of work. 

· On 22 January, the Vice President of National Parliament informed the NP that President Gusmão, in his letter to the NP of 15 January 2007, vetoed, due to its unconstitutionality, the Decry law No. 59/I/5a concerning the statute of ex-titular of Organs of Sovereignty.  The President explained that a Statute of current Organs of Sovereignty should be established first.  The law went back to the National Parliament for discussion in the plenary session on 23 January.
· On 22 January, speaking at the plenary session of National Parliament, MP Julião Mausiri (PD) said that the international police together with PNTL and F-FDTL are not able to detect the groups involved in the crimes in Dili. He said that during the Indonesian period the same youths were the ones working together but now they see each other as ‘cat and mouse’.

· On 22 January, SRSG Khare met with Prime-Minister Ramos-Horta to discuss security-related issues.  They decided to merge the screening processes of the Ministry of Interior and of the UN; a number of other steps to speed up PNTL screening process were also agreed on.  
· On 22 January, DSRSG Tan, UNPOL Commissioner Tor, C/MLO Williams and the OIC Political Affairs Office held a meeting with the leaders of MUNJ, at the request of MUNJ.  In the meeting, MUNJ Coordinator Junior explained that MUNJ was a continuation of FNJP, and outlined positions, primarily in relation to justice and security issues.  This included frustration with the lack of judicial outcomes in relation to the Lobato and Alkatiri cases, while F-FDTL soldiers and others are detained.  There were also pointed references to the role of UNMIT in relation to dialogue with Major Reinado.  Additionally, MUNJ strongly criticized F-FDTL soldiers being allowed by the Government and UNMIT to perform static duties and carry weapons in Dili.  As MUNJ were reportedly planning to hold a demonstration for ‘justice’ in relation to the Lobato case, arrangements for security provision were also discussed.
· On 22 January, PNTL held an opening ceremony of the first Rapid Intervention Unit (UIR) Intensive Training at the UIR Compound, in Dili.  The training programme, which would train 40 UIR members, was prepared jointly by PNTL and the Portuguese FPU upon request from the Minister of Interior.  The ceremony was attended by Minister of Interior Alcino Baris, DSRSG Tan, UNPOL Police Commissioner Tor and Deputy Commissioner Singh.

· On 22 January, F-FDTL Commander Ruak officially launched the first volume of FORCE 2020.  President of National Parliament, President of Court of Appeal, Vice Prime Minister and Minister for Agriculture, Minister of State Administration, as well as Chairman of Committee B attended the ceremony at Memorial Hall.  DSRSG Tan and members of the diplomatic corps were also present.  The 150-page report is the result of an in-house study done over the last two years, and includes force development plans of F-FDTL over the period 2005 to 2020.  The study will be taken into consideration during the Government-led comprehensive review of the security sector, which was initiated last month with the support of UNMIT.

· On 23 January, the Partido Trabalhista Timorense (PTT), which has no seats in parliament and is not registered, issued a press release in English, Tetum and Bahasa Indonesia. PTT is critical of the Government in relation to the IDP issue, and calls on the people to be aware of being newly colonised in their own country. It advocates ‘People Power’ as the only way forward. The PTT leaders privately stated that PTT would not organise demonstrations, but that the time was ripe for the young generation to mobilise. 
· On 23 January, President of National Parliament Francisco Guterres “Lu-Olo” reportedly dismissed as propaganda the allegations that a Cuban medial doctor Rodrigues Peralta had sent a letter to fugitive Major Alfredo Reinado, in which he reportedly states that Cuban doctors are in Timor-Leste to ‘export the revolution’.  The Cuban Embassy and the Government maintain that there is no Cuban medical doctor with such name in Timor-Leste.  It is also understood that a Cuban doctor who left Timor-Leste in early February 2006 to seek asylum in Indonesia, did not have the same name as above, contrary to some speculation. 

· On 23 January, national media reported Major Reinado as calling on members of martial art groups to stop fighting, but to cooperate instead in order to bring stability to the nation.  He also accused UNPOL and ISF of failing to prevent the fighting.  He also stated that the arms in his possession were aimed at defending the people.

· On 23 January, the Coalition to Monitor the General Elections (KOMEG) was launched at a ceremony in Dili attended by church groups, donor representatives, and civil society.  Financed primarily by the Catholic Church in Timor-Leste, Japan, and AusAID, with expertise funded by USAID through NDI, KOMEG plans to recruit at least 1,000 domestic observers from the parish level to cover election process across the country (from voter registration through proclamation of final results).  In a ceremony modeled on the inauguration of the National Election Commission (CNE), twenty-six District Coordinators were introduced, and a “National Pact” was presented for them and others to sign.  The Bishop of Dili said the Timorese people need to know their rights in the election context and offered his full support to this initiative.  Representing Parliament, MP Clementino Amaral of KOTA stressed that it is not enough to criticise, and he cited this initiative as a good example of positive action.  He also urged political parties to revive or reconstitute the 2001 Pact of National Unity as follow-up to the pact the civil society signed today.  Several speakers expressed concern about the continued perception of insecurity in the country and criticised UNPOL for the lack of improvement in this regard.  Other speakers called for election laws to be amended, as suggested in the Certification Team’s reports, and for an aggressive voter education campaign.  

· According to the national media, on 23 January, the Petitioners’ spokesperson Gastão Salsinha stated that he stands ready to face responsibility for the events of 28 April 2006. 
· On 23 January, SRSG Khare met with Foreign Minister José Luis Guterres.  They discussed the recent signing of the Treaty on Amity and Cooperation between Timor-Leste and ASEAN.  Minister Guterres said that Timor-Leste would be seeking full membership within the next 3-5 years.  The SRSG and the Foreign Minister agreed that relations between Indonesia and Timor-Leste were developing well.  Timor-Leste was considering inviting Indonesia to become a member of the Core Group.

· On 23 January, SRSG Khare hosted a lunch meeting in honor of the visit of the Special Envoy of Norway, Bishop Gunnar Stalsett.  The issues discussed during the luncheon focused on the upcoming seminar “Justice for the Poor”. Late afternoon, SRSG Khare also held a meeting with the leadership of the UDT Party in which elections, security and reconciliation issues were discussed.
· On 23 January, DSRSG Tan and Police Commissioner Tor met with the Minister of Interior Alcino Barris for their regular weekly meeting.  The Minister invited the Dili District Administrator as well as the Suco Chiefs and sub-district Administrators of Dili to share their perspectives of the recent upsurge of violence in Dili.  Among other things, they requested for an additional 8 permanent police posts to be created in addition to the existing 13.  They also requested PNTL officers to join UNPOL in patrols and assist in identifying gang-leaders.  DSRSG reaffirmed the commitment of UNMIT to support the Ministry of Interior in restoring and maintaining law and order, and the Police Commissioner announced the plan to provide recharge cards for mobile phones so that information on potential incidents can be reported to UNPOL before they happen.  The Minister emphasized the importance of providing UNPOL with accurate and timely information and reminded those present that this was precisely the reason why mobile phones were given to them. The Dili District Administrator proposed the re-activation of the Dili District Security Coordination Committee, which had proved effective in the past for regular updates between the District Administrator and the UNPOL Dili District Commander.  Some of the Suco Chiefs and administrators suggested that violence might stem from high unemployment, illegal weapons in civilian hands, availability of alcohol and drugs, as well as the unresolved issues of petitioners and fugitive Alfredo Reinado.
· On 24 January, the SRSG met with the Minister of Health.  The SRSG noted that following the crises no major health problems had occurred in the country, which was especially positive in relation to the IDP situation.  Early evening, SRSG Khare met with the leadership of the Partidu Millenium Democratic (PMD) in which issues in relation to elections, the PMD party programme and the prospect of a political party pact were discussed.

· On 24 January, DSRSG Tan co-chaired the third meeting of the Security Sector Joint Working Group along with the Permanent Secretaries of Defense and Interior. UNPOL Police Commissioner, representatives of PNTL, F-FDTL and UN advisors were present.  The Group discussed the draft Terms of Reference (TOR) and decided to incorporate comments from the meeting. The TOR will be presented to the Steering Committee, which will be chaired by PM Ramos-Horta, Minister of Interior Barris and DSRSG Tan.        

· In an interview with Adnkronos International (AKI) on 24 January, Prosecutor-General Monteiro denied that the Office of the Prosecutor-General issued a warrant to arrest fugitive Major Reinado. ‘Those people spreading these rumors are the ones creating trouble and confusion among the people in the country’, Monteiro reportedly told AKI adding that Major Reinado showed willingness to solve the standoff as well as good intentions to improve the judicial system of the country.  Meanwhile, contacted via phone by AKI, Major Reinado said that he will resist arrest and that he will consider discussing the accusations against him only after the authorities resolve the case of 28 April 2006, ‘the authorities must find those accountable for the 28 April case, before trying to catch me’.  MUNJ spokesperson reportedly said that if the Prosecutor-General does not arrest Alkatiri and Lobato, then ‘the people will have to conduct popular justice against the two former leaders’.

· On 24 January, the Partido Unidade Nacional (PUN) [formerly Partido Nacional] commenced a three-day National Conference in Dili.  With 426 elected delegates from 181 Aldeias of 8 districts, the Conference discussed PUN’s ideology, principles and election platform.  According to Fernanda Borges, founder of the party, PUN emerged in the wake of the Catholic Church’s demonstration of April 2005.  Founded on Christian principles, PUN has supporters throughout the 13 districts, according to Ms. Borges.  The National Conference is planned to conclude on 26 January.  PUN formally registered as a political party on 17 January.  Reportedly, many participants were from the western districts, particularly Ermera and Bobonaro.  Separate information from a Colimau 2000 leader indicates that Colimau 2000 supporters were also attending the Congress. 

· On 24 January, National Parliament’s President Francisco Guterres “Lu-Olo” reportedly said that the UN Police had informed the Parliament of the detention of two people in relation to crimes in Perunmas, Bairro Pité, but the rest of people involved in the crimes had disappeared.  Lu-Olo said that according to information received, when the UN police arrived at the incidents, the people all withdrew to their houses, but as soon as the police drove off the groups resumed the violence
· On 24 January, European Commission President (and former Portuguese Prime Minister) Barroso reportedly appealed for inclusive national dialogue in Timor-Leste.  In a letter reportedly addressed to President Gusmao and PM Ramos Horta, Mr. Barroso asked that the Fretilin political party and its secretary general, Mari Alkatiri, be included in any dialogue for the future of the country.  The letter is expected to be delivered to the two Timorese leaders this week, by the EU Special Representative in Timor-Leste, Miguel Amado.
· SRSG Khare held a press conference today in which the main issues discussed included the recent increase in gang violence, the recent UNPOL-led meetings with ‘gang’ leaders and recent UN Police actions including numbers of arrests and detentions. Questions raised included the arrest of fugitive Major Reinado, and community perceptions of UN Police. 

· SRSG Khare met with the Minister of Labour and Community Resinertion to discuss issues concerning youth, unemployment and the security situation. 

· DSRSG Reske-Nielsen started a series of consultations with key members of the diplomatic corps.  He met with the EU Representative and the New Zealand Ambassador to discuss progress in some areas of the UNMIT mandate.  
· On 25 January, DSRSG Reske-Nielsen paid a courtesy call on the new National Elections Commission (CNE).  In addition to Chairman Faustino Cardoso, nine of the 15 Commissioners were present.  The discussion focused on how the UN will provide assistance to the CNE, including professional advisers and 39 UNVs as Field Monitors through UNMIT and assistance through UNDP Elections Project.  The Chairman stressed the importance of security for CNE members and premises, and the need to develop sustainability for the Commission beyond the current election cycle. Later, the Chairman informed STAE Director Cabral of CNE authorization to begin the voter registration update on 29 January.  UNMIT and STAE staff are working to distribute registration materials to the Districts in time for the start of registration. 

· On 25 January, the national media reported that the President of the Millennium Democrat Party (PMD) Hermenegildo Lopes “Kupa” as expressing concern about alleged links between political parties and gang-related violence.  Mr. Lopes also appealed to the Government to empower UNPOL to arrest those involved in the fighting. Mr. Lopes privately indicated that there was no definitive evidence of such links, but his suspicion remained without further clarification; he agreed to pass on any such definite information to UNMIT as available.

· On 25 January, Partido Unidade Nacional (PUN) held its second day of National Conference in Dili.  The Constitution of the party was discussed and approved without discussion.  PUN founder Fernanda Borges reportedly told the national media that, if elected, she will break from the old political system and its lack of morality.  Although there is no official link between PUN and the Catholic Church, Father Filomeno Jacob was seen at the event.  PUN sent out 1600 invitations, but between yesterday and today around 600 persons attended including around 40 members of Colimau 2000.  It is still not clear if that is a reflection of any organisational link between the two entities.  It was understood that some supporters from Bobonaro district left the conference due to ‘a lack of hospitality from the organising committee’ [lunch was delivered late]. The election of the party leadership is expected tomorrow, the last day of the Congress. 

· The Movimentu Unidade Nacional ba Justica (MUNJ) has submitted official notification to UNMIT for a peace demonstration “Fight for Justice” to be held from 29 January until no fixed date. The MUNJ Coordinator has directly confirmed that the organizers expect 50-100 people, with daily increases of people, until the demonstration achieves its objectives. The intention is to demonstrate in front of the Government Office. It is understood that MUNJ will hold a joint press conference with fugitive Major Reinado on 26 January in Ermera. 
· On 24 January, Minister of Interior Barris explained the PNTL screening process and budget for the current fiscal year to members of Commission B at the National Parliament.

· On 24 January, at the regular meeting of the Council of Ministers, the legislative authorisation on penal matters and a draft resolution to establish the National Commission for Literacy were approved.

2. Security, Law & Order

· UNPOL reported that in the afternoon of 18 January, two fights involving large groups of people erupted near Bairro Pite.  Police patrol units and a FPU responded and restored order in that vicinity.  In the evening, fighting between PSHT and 77 martial arts groups left two people injured; one with a gunshot wound on his foot and the other with a dart wound on his leg. In the same evening, rock-throwing incidents were reported in Fatuhada. 
· On 18 January, Minister of Interior Barris held an UNPOL-PNTL coordination meeting which was attended by Minister of State Administration Pessoa, UNPOL Police Commissioner, all 13 District UNPOL and PNTL Commanders or their representatives, and other senior police officers.  Topics discussed included the Supplemental Agreement on the Status of UNMIT in Timor-Leste (Policing Arrangement) and carriage of weapons by the PNTL. 
· In the morning of 19 January 2007, two rock fights erupted in Beto Timur and Hudilaran.  Police units and FPU managed to restore order in the area.  In the afternoon, rock fights involving approximately 50 persons erupted near the vicinity of Comoro Bridge.  Police units and FPU arrested 16 persons for offences including rock throwing, criminal damage, possession of offensive weapons and riotous behavior.  The fight is believed to be gang related.  In the night, rock fighting also erupted in Fatuhada and ADF handed over to the police one person who was arrested for rock throwing, riotous behavior and affray.

· In the morning of 20 January 2007, UNPOL reported rock throwing involving about 30 people in Bairo Pite.  The suspects fled upon arrival of UNPOL.  Later in the morning, rock fights erupted at Beto Timur.  Offenders, believed to be PSHT members, also stoned passing vehicles.  UNPOL and FPU arrested five individuals.  In the evening, fighting involving about 15 to 20 persons occurred at Ailok Laran.  FPU deployed teargas to restore order.  

· Two fights involving between 50 and 100 persons erupted in Beto Timur in the evening of 20 January and early morning of 21 January 2007.  UNPOL and FPU arrested two individuals.  A house was set on fire during the confrontation.  

· On 21 January, rock fighting between villagers from Uaitame and Laculiu in Baucau’s sub-district of Quilicai resulted in two arrests.  In Dili, two death incidents occurred.  At 10:00 am, a PNTL officer died after being attacked with a machete.  He was one of two passengers on a motorcycle driving through Perumnas.  Stones were thrown and the officer fell from the motorcycle; whilst on the ground he was hit with rocks and machetes.  One hour later, a fight took place at Ailoklaran between members of two groups allegedly connected with martial arts groups.  A Timorese male was killed after being stabbed in the neck and stomach.  Other four Timorese males were injured during the fighting and treated at Dili National Hospital for machete and stab wounds. UNPOL investigation is on-going. It is understood to be related to conflict between Martial Arts Groups, PSHT and 77 .
· Preliminary reports indicate that in the afternoon of 22 January, fighting occurred between students from PSHT and KORKA at the Maliana High School.  The clash left two PSHT members with stab wounds.  PNTL and UNPOL arrested seven persons.  In another incident, potentially related, PSHT members later assaulted KORKA members in Tunubibi. 

· In the night of 22 January, the situation in Dili remained tense. Overnight violence broke out in the Bairo Pite area leaving four people with injuries from an automatic weapon.  One of the injured later died in hospital.  The five suspects are reported to include two PNTL officers linked to the PSHT martial art group.  After the incident, over 100 people reportedly fled the area encroaching into the Australian military base at the nearby heliport.  In a separate incident involving 20 people carrying machetes, slingshots and darts resulted, UNPOL arrested eight suspects; UNPOL reported the incident to be related to martial art gang violence. A second fight in the early hours resulted in one death from machete wounds. As a result of the violence over the last few days, other members of the public and others who fear that they may be targeted by various gangs have fled from their properties seeking shelter in safer areas of Dili. These include several UNMIT national staff members and their families.  

· On 23 January, UNPOL also reported continuing sporadic confrontations and disorders in Hudilaran and Bairo Pite. A domestic murder was reported from the Maubisse subdistrict resulting in one arrest. A 29-year old male was also arrested for a suspected rape of a 17-year old girl in Dili. 
· On 24 January, UN Police, in close cooperation with the Political Affairs Office, called a meeting with leaders of martial arts groups and gangs at PNTL Headquarters; some of whom are connected to the recent violence across Dili. The discussion was led by DSRSG Tan, UNPOL Commissioner Tor, and Deputy Commissioner Singh. Participants included leaders of PSHT, 7-7, KORKA, Colimau 2000, Kungfu Master and the National Taekwando Association as well as representatives of the martial arts communication forum (FOKAMTIL) which is under the auspices of the Office of the President of the Republic, the Office of the Prime Minister and the Ministry of Labour and Community Reinsertion. After leaders of most of the groups shared their respective opinions on the recent violence, it was decided that a separate dialogue will be held on 25 January specifically between PSHT and 7-7 leaders. The wider group will also meet again in one week’s time. 

· In the early afternoon of 23 January, a police unit stopped and searched seven trucks carrying 197 people from Maliana coming to attend a National Unity Party (PUN) meeting in Dili. A knife was seized during the search. At the afore mentioned meeting at PNTL Headquarters, the leader of the Colimau 2000 group disclosed that many of his members are among those entering Dili to attend the PUN conference.    

· During the evening of 23 January, police units and FPU who were in the vicinity of Ailok Laran heard gun shots from the hills.  Subsequently, FPU deployed rubber bullets to stop a group of males who threw rocks at their vehicles. More gun shots were also heard in the same area as well as in Bairo Pite and Fatuhada in the night, but police units could not locate the perpetrators. However, PFU managed to recover 12 machetes, 12 slingshots, an axe, 9 spears, 20 darts and several wooden and iron sticks and bars. Separately, a male subject was arrested at the airport roundabout in the night for throwing stones and damaging one vehicle. Another male subject witnessed threatening people with a fake pistol at a bar was arrested.
· On 24 January 2007, UNPOL and PNTL from Maubisse brought to Dili Court the arrested suspect who allegedly killed a Timorese male in Ainaro, on 21 January 2007.
· In the early morning of 24 January, gun shots were reportedly heard in Bairo Pite and Fatuhada, but the UN Police did not find any weapons in those areas.  In the afternoon, an FPU member was stoned and he sustained minor injuries following fighting and rock throwing at Bairo Pite.  
· On 24 January, a staff member of STAE was assaulted by four male subjects at the Electoral Office at Mascarinas. The police arrested a 24-year old male. It is understood that the assault was due to the four males from that neighbourhood being intoxicated and frustrated by not being given employment by STAE. 
· In Aileu, a group of about 50-60 persons with sledge-hammers demonstrated at the Base Camp Maelere villa.  The group destroyed the fence and 5 window frames of the Christian Vision Church.  The FPU, ISF and PNTL URP responded and managed to restore order.  
· This week, UN agencies in close coordination with the Chief of UNPOL Training section began supporting HIV/AIDS training to UNPOL.  On 23 January, WHO trained a group of newly arrived Nigerians (24) and Namibians (5) and on 25 January, UNFPA trained a group of 30 Nigerians, at PNTL Headquarters.  The training includes one-hour presentation, distribution of simple pamphlets on proper use of condoms, and condoms distribution.  On 5 February, UNICEF will train 30 Australian UNPOL officers on the same subject.

· On 25 January, UNPOL, in close cooperation with the UNMIT Political Office, organised for the leaders of martial arts groups PSHT and 7-7, whose members have been responsible for many of the recent incidents in Dili, to meet at UNPOL/PNTL Headquarters to discuss ways to the stop the violence.  UNPOL Acting Commander for Dili District, a PNTL Commander, UNMIT Political Affairs, representatives from the Offices of the President and the Prime Minister, and a representative from the Minister of Labour and Community Reinsertion attended the meeting, which was decided at the general meeting with marital arts groups on 25 January, as reported. The meeting ended when fighting commenced involving martial arts groups, which resulted in the PSHT leader being taken by UN Police to the incident to assist resolve the problem. It is planned that a second such meeting with PSHT and 7-7 leaders will be held on 27 January.
3. Humanitarian Situation

· On 19 January, the national media quoted Prime Minister Ramos-Horta as criticising the “opportunists” who had sold humanitarian aids including zinc, irons, woods, cements and other housing construction materials.

· In the Simu Malu Working Group of 19 January, the Vice Minister of Public Works announced that the first phase of damage assessment and registration for transitional shelter has been closed.  By December 2006, 474 families had expressed their intention to move to transitional shelter.  The Vice Minister announced that there were no plans to increase transitional shelter units above the current capacity of some 500 units (some finished, others under construction).  He also briefed the group on some of the challenges in filling the transitional shelters including the verification process of the status of the registered families’ houses and lack of police posts in transitional sites.  He stressed Government’s efforts in trying to overcome those challenges.  It was also mentioned in the meeting that screening of PNTL should be accelerated, so more PNTL officers could patrol together with UNPOL officers.
· On 21 January, MTRC reported the movement of 41 families (245 people) of IDPs to Cristo Rei (15 families), Nain Feto (18 families), Dom Aleixo (8 families).  They came from Airport, Jardim, Motael, Obrigado, Hospital Notional Guido Valadares, Seminario Maior, Diocese Lecidere, Canosiana balide, Salesian Cristal, Contemplative Carmelita Hera, and Lahane.
· On 22 January, deterioration in food availability was reported in Oecussi.  This was mainly due to the increase in the price of rice from $15 to $25 per bag, which in turn depended on the 10 days suspension of the ferry between Dili and Oecusse.  WFP and IOM are assisting vulnerable populations in Oecussi by sending food and providing logistic support to the Government to dispatch a convoy.  Food shortage was also reported in 5 out of 8 villages in Bobonaro due to bad conditions of roads and delayed rains.
· On 22 January, IOM facilitated the delivery of 14 tons of humanitarian relief food to the Oecussi enclave. PM Ramos-Horta accompanied the road convoy. On the same day, WFP delivered 15 tons of humanitarian relief food by ferry to the enclave. MP Manuel Tilman (KOTA) reportedly criticised PM Ramos-Horta for leaving the capital to bring humanitarian assistance to Oecussi during times of violent disturbances, adding that it is the role of the Regional Secretary of State and the Ministry of Labour and Community Reinsertion to take the assistance to Oecussi.
4. 
Human Rights
· On 19 January, the national human rights NGO Forum Tau Matan organized a seminar on juvenile justice at the Faculty of Political Science at the national university, University of Timor-Leste.  A prosecutor, lawyer and representative of the Social Services Division of the Ministry of Labour explained to about 100 university students the criminal process for juveniles in conflict with the law and assistance for juveniles in detention.  At the end of the seminar, Forum Tau Matan launched a booklet in Tetum on how to raise complaints and to which institutions, in case of crimes or human rights abuses.
· On 22 January, the trial of former Minister Interior Lobato and three co-defendants resumed.  The ex-Minister’s Chief of Cabinet gave testimony stating that he had, at the order of the then Minister, handed weapons over to civilians in Ermera in early May in order for them to assist the Police Reserve Unit.  Two members of the group of Rai Los, who were present during a meeting between Lobato, Rai Los and the ex-Prime Minister in early May 2006 and who participated in the armed confrontation with F-FDTL in Tibar on 24 May, were also heard.  The hearing will continue on 23 January.
· On 23 January, three witnesses were heard in the trial of ex-Minister Lobato.  They were all PNTL officers (the former Minister’s driver and two from the Logistics Department at the PNTL Headquarters).  Two of the three testified that they had handed over equipment consisting of cars and uniforms either to the former Minister or to the group of civilians led by Rai Los at the order of the ex-Minister.
· On 24 January, a PNTL officer, former bodyguard of the ex-Minister of Interior Lobato, testified in court. The trial will continue on Friday.
· On 25 January, the national NGO Judicial System Monitoring Programme (JSMP) issued a press release on the trial of former Interior Minister Lobato and three co-defendants.  JSMP expressed concern on the trial procedures.  Indeed, one of the witnesses who provided testimony on 23 January had been present in the court room during the previous days.  JSMP therefore called on judicial officers and UNPOL/PNTL to prevent this practice in future hearings.  Earlier, JSMP had called on the Government and Parliament to establish witness protection laws.
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