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· On the morning of 26 February, SRSG held his weekly meeting with PM Horta. The topics discussed included the Major Reinado ransacking of the UPF posts and security arrangements for the funeral procession of the victims of 23 February incident. The SRSG also updated the PM on the progress of UIR’s training and reintegration.
· Later on the same day, SRSG Khare met with F-FDTL Brig Gen Ruak to discuss the recent security incidents including the alleged firing of a weapon by an F-FDTL soldier on 24 February. DSRSG Reske-Nielsen, A/UNPOL Commissioner Singh and A/CMLO Hyde were also present.
· On 1 March, SRSG Khare and DSRSG Reske-Nielsen briefed the media on the current security and humanitarian situation in the country. Regarding Major Reinado’s ransacking of BPU pots on 25 February, the SRSG said that political leaders in Timor-Leste would not allow impunity to prevail and welcomed President Gusmão’s call on the population to remain calm and peaceful. The DSRSG said that rice shortage had contributed to the disturbances of the past week in Dili, but rice distribution had been ongoing since 23 February. Commander Rerden hoped that the people of Timor-Leste could resolve their differences in a peaceful and democratic way. ISF was assisting the Government in resolving the security situation through a military operation in Same to capture and bring Reinado to justice. The Government of Timor-Leste and ISF would not negotiate with Major Reinado, who had been requested to give up his weapons, hand himself in and accept to go through a judicial process.
· On 2 March, DSRSG Reske-Nielsen and members of the UN Country Team (OCHA UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP and IOM) met with Prime Minister Horta and Cabinet members, including Minister of Labour, Minister and Vice-Minister of Interior, Minister and Vice-Minister of Public Works, and Minister of Natural Resources to discuss humanitarian issues. Among the concerns raised were the need to a) recognize the IDP issue as a medium to long term problem requiring a rethinking of the strategic responses; b) implement all aspects of the ‘Operational Plan for Durable Solutions for IDP’ as approved by the Inter-Ministerial Committee in November 2006; c) continue to support food security while ensuring that food and other forms of humanitarian assistance are not politicized in the pre-elections period; and d) develop a clear management strategy for the use of transitional housing. The Prime Minister endorsed the 16-point concept note prepared by the UN system on IDP issues and agreed to invite UN representatives to its Inter-Ministerial Committee meetings on humanitarian policies.
Fugitive Major Reinado related developments
· On the afternoon of 25 February Major Alfredo Reinado and eight of his men ransacked a PNTL Border Patrol Unit (UPF) at Tunubibi, Bobonaro District (JP-3). Reinado and his men seized 17 firearms from the UPF officers present at the post. They also seized ammunition, PNTL uniforms and communications equipment. Other communication equipment was destroyed. One of the UPF officers present left with Major Alfredo’s group; it is not clear whether he did so voluntarily or under distress.  Later on the same day Major Alfredo’s group stole a further three weapons from another UPF post in Suai district. 
· On 26 February President Gusmão, in a public Message to the Nation,  highlighted the failure of Reinado to submit to justice peacefully and conveyed his decision to authorize the ISF to capture Reinado. He called upon the people to remain calm and assist the ISF in fulfilling its mandate.

· In the afternoon session of the National Parliament on the same day, PM Horta stated that while the sovereign bodies of state preferred to peacefully convince Reinado to submit to justice, Reinado’s activities on Sunday, 25 February required firmer action. 
· On 26 February, at the request of PM Horta, the Indonesian Government closed its border with Timor-Leste to prevent infiltration into its territory. 
· On 27 February, ISF troops cordoned the wider area of Same town in which Reinado and his followers, who were believed to be fully armed were located; they contacted Reinado to seek his surrender.
· During the evening on the same day, five nationalists who had entered the operation area were detained. The journalists who were held for their own safety and for identification later were released and requested to return to Dili. 

· In response to the ISF operation against Major Reinado two hundred people demonstrated in Same town on 27 February in support of Major Reinado. Amongst the demonstrators were some (unarmed) “Petitioners” and a Member of Parliament (Leandro Isaac). At around 1700 hrs another group of “Petitioners” blocked the Same to Aileu road. 
· On 27 February, PM Horta briefed the diplomatic corps on the current security situation with particular reference to the ISF operation to apprehend Major Reinado.
· On 27 February, the national press reported Major Reinado as denying the allegations against him regarding the seizure of weapons and police material from the BPU posts. He reportedly said that he peacefully requested the weapons to be given to him in order to protect the people. According to media reports, Major Reinado said he seized only 16 weapons. 
· On 27 February, Major Reinado’s lawyer was quoted by the international media warning that attempts to capture his client can have unpredictable consequences. Minister of Interior Barris stated in the local press that his Ministry had requested ISF to insist Reinado hand back all weapons that he and his group took from the PNTL members. In a separate article, FRETILIN MP Ozorio Florindo reportedly stated that in order to safeguard evidence of the crisis, Reinado should be captured alive. Opposition leaders reportedly stated that Major Reinado should peacefully surrender himself to the ISF.
· On 28 February, Prime Minister Horta was quoted in the local press as saying that the Council of State and Council of Defense and Security fully support ISF’s efforts to capture Major Reinaldo. PM Horta was quoted in national press as saying that both Councils fully supported the decision taken by President Gusmão that authorized ISF to capture Major Alfredo. Both bodies had met on 27 February. 
· On 1 March, Major Reinado came to the market area of Same, addressed the local people and told them that he was not there to create problems for them. He affirmed he would not surrender to the Government until they address the crisis or solve the problems of the people. He said he has no amity with the international forces. LT Salsinha, the leader of the “Petitoners,” and MP Leonardo Isaac also addressed the gathering.

· On 1 March, Prosecutor-General Monteiro, after meeting with President Gusmão, told the national press that he had been appointed by the State to meet with Major Reinado to discuss conditions of the latter’s surrender. Monteiro stated that he was to discuss with Reinado not as the PG, but as a messenger of the State.

· On 1 March, MP Leandro Isaac reportedly told the local press that he is in Same to mobilize support for MUNJ-organized demonstrations in Dili and not to join Major Reinado and his group; he had been in Same before Reinado arrived there. 
· On 1 March, pro-Reinado demonstrations were staged in various places of Ermera and Gleno. Meanwhile, MLO reported that Rai Los’s group was gathering at Lauhata, close to Liquiça.
· On 2 March in Same PG Monteiro met with Major Reinado and Petitioners, carrying a message that Reinado should surrender. 
Presidential elections related developments
· On 25 February in Laga, Baucau District, Prime Minister Ramos-Horta officially announced that he will run for President in the 9 April elections. Both FRETILIN-Mudança Group and UNDERTIM party have backed Horta’s candidacy. Prior to the event PM Horta met with Bishop Nascimento of Baucau as well as with representatives of UNDERTIM and FRETILIN-Mudança. In a statement released on 26 February by his spokesperson, Dr. Denisio Babo, PM Horta reportedly stated that he would continue to serve his people even if he does not win in the upcoming elections.
· On 25 February in Dirihu village, Manufahi District, Partido Republikano (PR) held their first district party conference. PR President, Joao Saldanha reported that PR does not intend to have a Presidential candidate but may support any of the candidates once the official list of candidates is made public. 
· On 27 February, Lucia Lobato, a Member of Parliament for PSD submitted her application to the Court of Appeal to participate in the Presidential elections. 
· As of 28 February, there were eight candidates for President registered with the Court of Appeals. They are: Avelino Maria Coelho da Silva (PST, 5,816 signatures),  Fernando de Araujo "Lasama" (PD, 6,865 signatures), Francisco Guterres “Lu-Olo” (FRETILIN, 7,000 signatures), Jose Ramos-Horta (Independent, 7,164 signatures), Lucia Maria Lobato (PSD, 5,711 signatures), Joao Carrascalão, (UDT, 6,592), Francisco Xavier do Amaral(ASDT, 7,592 signatures), Manuel Tilman, (KOTA, 6,773, signatures). STAE and UNMIT advisers are processing these lists using the voter registry number on the petitions to check for valid names and to eliminate duplicates. 
· On 1 March, the President of the Court of Appeals oversaw the draw to determine the order in which the names of presidential candidates will appear on the ballot papers. Two CNE representatives randomly drew the candidates' names and their corresponding number from two pre-prepared baskets in front of the public.  The order is the following: 1) Francisco Guterres “Lu-OLo”, 2) Avelino Coelho, 3) Francisco Xavier do Amaral, 4) Manuel Tilman, 5) Lucia Lobato, 6) Jose Ramos-Horta, 7) João Carrascalão, and 8) Fernando de Araujo “Lasama”.

· A media release from Jose Ramos- Horta on 28 February stated that he had received widespread support for his candidacy within the country and from foreign nations. The release continued to state that if elected, Mr. Horta would continue his ‘unbroken life-long commitment to his people and his country’. In accordance with law on the election of the President, Mr. Horta has asked President Gusmão to be released from the exercise of his functions during the period of electoral campaign. Francisco Guterres “Lu-Olo” also stated on 1 March that during his campaign period he will temporarily discontinue his position as President of the National Parliament.

Political parties, elections and other political developments
· On 24 February, FRETILIN held a consolidation meeting in Oecussi. Many government ministers, including Minister Bano, travelled to Oecussi on the new Nakroma ferry.
· On 24 February in Bui Bau village, Baucau New Town, a group of PMD party supporters gathered to hold a flag raising ceremony and meeting. The event passed without incident. PNTL and an UNPOL FPU provided security during the event. Most of the PMD supporters travelled from Quelicai village (also in Baucau District). 
· In the days prior to the event FRETILIN supporters from the area strongly rejected the planned flag raising and meeting. Bui Bau village leaders had warned of a violent reaction from locals should the gathering take place. The Suco Chief sent a letter to UNPOL/PNTL stating that they would not allow the event to happen under any circumstances, as their permission had not been sought before hand. Baucau PNTL and UNPOL Commanders met with both parties and the event was allowed to go ahead with mutual consent. 
· On 27 February, the national press reported PMD President Lopes as strongly criticising Baucau’s PNTL Commander, Pedro da Costa, for prohibiting party members from raising the PMD flag. Mr. da Costa reportedly explained that he took the decision in order to prevent FRETILIN supporters from attacking PMD members at a PMD meeting in Bui-bau, Baucau on 24 February. 
· On the evening of 28 February, FRETILIN launched a documentary campaign film entitled, “Rise Up Maubere People”, which will be shown in the run up to this year’s elections. Party President Francisco Guterres “Lo-Olo” introduced the film which focused on FRETILIN’s developmental efforts over the last five years. Secretary General Mari Alkatiri was present as were several government ministers and party leaders.
· On 2 March, UNIFEM organised a round-table with heads of political parties, women’s organisations and CNE representatives to discuss enhancing support to women candidates. The following parties were present and addressed the gathering: PDRT, KOTA, UNDERTIM, PD, PR, PDC, PMD, PNT, PUN, PL, and APODETI.
· It was reported that by mid-day of 27 February, the voter registration exercise has hit 50 percent of its estimated target, with some 49,655 voters registered (or re-registered). These figures do not include two sub-districts in Lautem and a remote sub-district of Manatutu, which have not reported any figures yet. Moreover, updated figures from Aileu, Baucau, Bobonaro, Liquiça and Manufahi are yet to be included.
Government 

· On 28 February, PM Horta briefed the Diplomatic Corps in the country. The PM explained the current developments regarding fugitive Major Reinado and the petitioners situation with particular reference to the Report of the Commission of Notables. The PM expressed appreciation for the SRSG’s efforts to date and commended UNPOL and ISF for maintaining security. 
· On 1 March, President Gusmão met with all of the F-FDTL Commanders including Brig Gen Ruak to discuss the problem of the petitioners. PM Horta acting in his capacity as Minister of Defence was also present. As a result of the discussion President Gusmão told the media that they had agreed that a dialogue is the best means of resolving the petitioners problem. The President also stated that he had already received the Commission of Notables Report which contains two key recommendations. That there must be open dialogues firstly between F-FDTL and the Petitioners and secondly between the petitioners and former resistance combatants including Gusmão. No date has been set for the dialogue (The Presidents statement was broadcast on national television this evening).
· In a media release on 2 March, PM Ramos-Horta vowed to explore all possible avenues for Timor-Leste to gain full benefits from the future development of the Greater Sunrise gas field. The PM instructed that a meeting of international and Timorese experts be held in Dili next month to plan for the development of the gas field.
· On 1 March, the Council of Ministers (CoM) approved an amendment to Article 50 of Decree-Law No. 19/2006 on the ‘Regime for Careers and Senior and Middle Management Positions in Public Administration’ allowing the transition towards a career system to be extended for an additional period of 180 days. The CoM also approved a Draft Law on the ‘Bases of the Education System’ establishing the legal framework for the national educational system based on the National Development Plan, the Investment Programme for Education and Training and the National Policy for Education and Culture. 
Parliament

· On 26 February, Prime Minister Ramos-Horta addressed the National Parliament to present the draft FY 2006/2007 Revised State Budget which requests a $9.3 million increase to the current $315.9 million budget. He stated that the intention of the Government was to stimulate economic growth to a level of 6-7% to better alleviate the suffering of the poor. Accordingly, additional $3.3 million would be allocated towards the rehabilitation of equipment in the Power Plant in Comoro, $1.6 million for the construction of dormitories for members of the PNTL and $500,000 for the rehabilitation of the three prisons in the country. 
· First Deputy Prime Minister da Silva and several members of Government were present at the plenary session in parliament on 27 February, in which discussions on the draft FY 2006/2007 Revised State Budget continued. Amongst the concerns raised by parliamentarians were Government’s measures to address fuel contamination, Government’s plan to allocate money for irrigation projects, and the need to speed up the rehabilitation of three existing prisons. Finally, Parliamentarians questioned the reasons why the rice that WFP gave out to the Government was currently being sold in stores. In relation to this issue, First Deputy da Silva clarified that WFP had lent – not ‘given out’ – rice to the Government, who will return the rice once the Government’s awaited supply arrives in country. 
· On 28 February, National Parliament approved the draft FY 2006/2007 Revised State Budget with 50 votes in favour, nil against and nil abstentions. 
· Parliamentary Committee A is reportedly divided on whether to continue with public hearings on the draft Truth and Clemency Measures Bill. The Committee was scheduled to commence deliberations on the future of the draft on 28 February. 
Security, Law & Order

Police
· During the week 21 February to 27 February UNPOL attended 61 incidents in Dili (down from 113 incidents in the previous week). UNPOL made 136 arrests over the same period (up from 52 arrests in the previous week). Approximately 95 UN vehicles were damaged over during this period.

· During the afternoon of 23 February a detainee escaped from Dili Hospital. He remains at large and UNPOL search continues. Meanwhile, a woman was murdered and a man injured in Fatumean, Suai.  
· On 24 February morning IDPs from the Airport Camp in Dili blocked the road at the entrance to the airport. UNPOL FPU units attended and controlled the situation. Later in the morning there was an arson attack on a property in Kampung Merdeka, Dili.

· On 24 February morning the Dili Hospital reported that one of the two injured at the Airport IDP Camp during the ISF intervention on 23 February died as a result of a gun shot wound. Relatives and friends of the victim gathered at the hospital threw stones at the UNPOL present. UNPOL FPU unit controlled the situation. Following autopsies the bodies of the two victims of the 23 February incident have been released to their respective families. 

· On 26 February, the bodies of both of the victims of the 23 February incident at the Dili Airport IDP Camp involving ISF were taken to their home districts in Baucau and Viqueque. During the funeral procession in Dili, the mourners proceeded peacefully through designated streets. Some angry mourners who tried to demonstrate in front of the Australian Embassy and UNMIT-HQ were redirected by UNPOL. The mourners stopped at Prime Minister Horta’s residence and aired their complaints.

· On 26 February, two arrests were made of people who tried to steal wooden pallets at the Dili Port. UNPOL also attended to four other minor incidents of fighting. No injuries were reported.

· On 27 February in Dili, one incident of fighting in Bairo Pite was attended by UNPOL. UNPOL also responded to reports of rock throwing in Vila-Verde and Fatuhada, Kampung Alor. One house fire was also attended by UNPOL in Fatuhada.  Same day, stones were thrown at an UNPOL vehicle at the seaport. 
· On 28 February, six abandoned houses caught fire in Fatuhada. Reportedly only one house was set on fire but the flames spread to other house. In total four houses were completely destroyed and two were damaged. UNPOL also reported several incidents of rock throwing and/or fighting in Kampung Baru, Bairo Pite, Pantai Kelapa, Fatuhada and two local schools. One person had been arrested for procession of a slingshot.
· On the night of 28 February, UNPOL attended one rock throwing incident with FPU and ISF at Kampung Baru behind the Don Bosco church. ISF seized one weapon  and UNPOL arrested two persons for the illegal possession of crude weapons (a machete and a sling shot).
· In Ainaro on 1 March, UNPOL reported that about 400 people gathered in front of the District Administrator's office to demand food.   They requested the Major Reinado's issue to be resolved before the elections. People dispersed after meeting the District Administrator who assured the people that the matter will be placed before the government in Dili and urged them  not to resort to violence to resolve issues.
· On 1 March, Viqueque PNTL reported that in Uatulari sub-district a fight occurred at an election registration site. One person was serious injured and the assailant reportedly fled before the arrival of PNTL.
· On 1 March, a fight occurred in Bairo Pite area, leaving four people injured. During the night an abandoned house was set on fire in Kampug Merdeka. On Banana Road, six houses were doused with fuel, but the attendance of ISF prevented the arson. Ten people were arrested on 1 March in Kampung Baru area on charges of riotous behavior and rock throwing. 
· In the evening of 1 March, in Kampung Baru, an unknown group allegedly stoned the house of Fretilin MP from Ermera, Genoveva Martins. 
Military
· In the afternoon of 24 February in the vicinity of Dili’s Marcado Lama, unidentified locals threw rocks at a passing UNPOL escorted F-FDTL truck transporting rice to Government rice sale locations.  While two F-FDTL soldiers alighted from the vehicle displaying their weapons and one soldier fired two shots, there were no injuries and UNPOL safely removed the F-FDTL soldiers from the area. The case is being investigated by UNPOL. 
· Also on 24 February, ISF arrested two persons in Fatuhada, Dili and confiscated one F-FDTL M16 long gun with 8 magazines, 240 rounds of ammunition and two cars with the same registration number. The person in possession of the weapon was an F-FDTL officer who was off duty at the time of arrest. The weapon and magazines were handed over to F-FDTL office in Taci Tolu. 

Humanitarian Situation and UN Agencies
· As of 23 February, the European Community Humanitarian Aid Department (ECHO), Australia, New Zealand and the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) have pledged a total of $ 7 million for food aid, water and sanitation, economic recovery and the infrastructure sectors. These pledges were made in repose to the Consolidated Appeal (CAP 2007) launched on 17 January to address existing humanitarian needs. More funding pledges are expected to be made for agriculture, education, health, protection and security sectors. 

· On 24 February, Government’s continuing sale of rice passed without any major incident. The sale was organized by the Ministry of Labour and Community Reinsertion with assistance from F-FDTL, who transported the rice to the 4 designated sale locations in Dili. UNPOL provided security during the transportation and sale of the rice. Thousands of Dili’s residents converged around the sale locations and each person were allowed to buy a maximum of 5 kgs of rice.

· Upon the request of the Government, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN World Food Programme have agreed to conduct a Crop and Food Supply Assessment in early March in order to address the drought-caused food insecurity.
· On 26 February, FAO and WHO started to provide technical assistance to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and the Ministry of Health for the conduct of a Tabletop Exercise on Avian and Human Influenza.  The exercise is designed to help test the country’s pandemic preparedness, and is coordinated by a National Task Force. UN agencies and UNMIT have been invited, along with other concerned Government offices.   

· There has been an increased displacement of population within Dili. The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that between 21 January and 21 February, 5436 people have moved into IDP camps. There is no report of repatriations from these or other IDP camps for the same time period.

· It was reported on 1 March that there is locusts threat in Bobonaro. According to FAO locusts infest Bobonaro almost every year (last time in 2005), destroying crops and disappearing without affecting other districts. According to the report locusts might destroy the maize crops, as the rice is not yet ripe.
Human Rights and Transitional Justice
· UNMIT’s HRU received a complaint that on 23 February F-FDTL soldiers jumped out of an F-FDTL truck and reportedly beat three people standing by the side of the road. Two were civilians and one was a Petitioner. HRU met with the victims and observed cuts and bruises on the Petitioner’s face, which support his story that he was hit in the face with a rifle butt by one of the soldiers. It is not clear what may have provoked the F-FDTL soldiers.  On 1 March, the alleged victims reportedly held a press conference and asked F-FDTL Commander Ruak to take strong measures against soldiers who abuse civilians and asked him and President Gusmão to improve the profile of F-FDTL.
· On 26 February, a statement was issued regarding the 23 February Airport IDP camp incident. The letter, purported to be from representatives of five IDP camps, four martial arts groups and several other individuals, demanded the UN and ISF to take responsibility for the death of two and injury of one of the camp residents. The letter also called upon the President to demand the immediate withdrawal of Australian troops from the country, among other things. 

· In a report addressed to President of the National Parliament, the local human rights group HAK disclosed its findings regarding the Airport IDP camp incident that led to the death of two civilians. HAK stated that the IDPs intended to attack the Australian Forces who were on duty and that the IDPs were the first to attack. HAK concluded that the reaction of the Australian Forces was in line with the procedure. However the IFS’s gunfire resulted in deaths HAK suggested to the NP that an investigation is carried out by competent authorities to establish accountability.
· On 2 March, the five-member team set up by the Ministry of Justice to investigate the escape of five detainees from Becora prison on 17 February met for the first time. The team, headed by the director of the Judicial Training Centre includes two representatives from the Ministry of Justice, a representative of a local human rights NGO and a UNMIT HRU staff member. The team will start its investigation on Monday 5 March with a visit to Becora prison. It has been given a 15 day mandate to conclude its work.
· On 2 March, UNDP and the New Zealand Cooperation Agency signed a contribution agreement for the funding of human rights capacity building for the Office of the Provedor for Human Rights.
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