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National Media Reports

                   FI Shot To Defend Themselves: Rerden
The  commander  of  the International Security Forces, Brigadier Mal Rerden
reportedly  said  the forces acted in self-defence on Friday when they were
attacked,  leaving  one  Timorese dead and two injured. Rerden further said
two  soldiers  were  involved in the shootings, one has been injured and an
investigation  is being undertaken. Meanwhile MP Antonio Ximenes (PDC) said
he  totally  rejects the attitude of the Australian forces in the shootings
of  IDPS,  adding  that  the  people  of Timor-Leste have many times become
victims  of  the Australian Forces as a result of their actions. Members of
Commissions A, B and F of the Parliament have begun their investigation and
according  to  Alfredo  da Silva, a member of Commission B, families of the
victims  claim  that  the Australian forces were patrolling the area in the
airport  and started shooting as a provocation to the population. They said
the  victims were in the process of moving to dryer grounds within the camp
due  to the rain when they were shot by the forces. According to MP Antonio
Ximenes  the  youth  killed was a university student in his fifth semester.
(DN, TP)

                      UNPOL and GNR Tortures Students
Students University of UNPAZ have condemned the actions of UNPOL namely GNR
and  the  Royal Malaysian Police for allegedly torturing two UNPAZ students
detained  during  the protest in front of the government palace on February
20.  In  a  joint  press  conference held Friday, representatives of UNPAZ,
UNTL, UNSIL and UNMAR said they held the demonstration in a peaceful manner
to  call  the  attention of the leaders the problem of rice shortages which
was affecting the population. (STL)

             Major Alfredo Group Attack Police Post In Maliana
The  border  post of Maliana police, southeast of Timor-Leste, was attacked
today  by  a  group  of  men,  headed  by  Major  Alfredo Reinado, a source
investigating  the  incident  told  Lusa. According to the same source, the
attackers  removed  at least 17 weapons from the police post. It is unknown
whether  there  were injuries or deaths during the incident. Major Alfredo,
former  commander  of  Timorese military police, was the relevant figure of
the  military-political  crisis  of  April/May  2006  in Timor-Leste. On 30
August,  last  year,  he  escaped  from  Becora  prison,  Dili where he was
detained  for  illegal  possession  of  war materials. Three weeks ago, the
Prosecutor  General of the Republic and Alfredo Reinado signed ‘an explicit
agreement’  in  Gleno  to  resolve  the situation of the military, Timorese
Prime  Minister Ramos-Horta revealed to Lusa Saturday. He said there was an
explicit  agreement  signed by the two in which for the first time, Reinado
compromised  to be heard on the weapons case, Ramos-Horta said at the time.
Still in agreement with the Prime Minister, Alfredo Reinado had also agreed
to  appear    before Justice in the case of shootings which occurred on May
23,  2006,  in  which  allegedly  one  member of F-FDTL [Falintil-Forças de
Defesa  de  Timor-Leste]  was killed by him. During the interview with Lusa
Saturday, Ramos-Horta added, “I hope that the agreement will have a logical
conclusion with the arrival of Reinado in Dili.” (DN)

                Lawyer Denies Allegations Involving Lobato
The Lawyer representing Rogério Lobato has condemned rumours of Rogerio’s
getaway to another country as irresponsible, stressing that his client
continues to be in his residence in Farol. Nelson de Carvalho said such
rumours are spread to further damage the reputation of his client. (TP)

                  I’m Not Confronting Lu-Olo: Ramos-Horta
UNDERTIM  and  Fretilin Grupu have supported Ramos-Horta’s candidacy to the
Presidential  election  claiming  he  has  the  capacity to take the nation
forward.  Introducing  the presidential candidate at his home town of Laga,
Baucau  District,  Cornelio Gama alias Laga L7 said his party, UNDERTIM has
only  trusted  two people President Xanana Gusmão and Ramos-Horta therefore
when  Xanana  declined  to run for second term in office his party proposed
Ramos-Horta. He also appealed to those present to accept the results of the
elections. Speaking on the occasion, Ramos-Horta said he chose Laga because
the people and the village is poor but good and that he is ready to take on
the  responsibility  of  the 13 districts. He said that the people who have
supported him are some from UNDERTIM, Fretilin, PSD, PD, CPD RDTL and ASDT,
adding  that  his  spokespersons are Dionisio Babo, Victor da Costa and L7.
Ramos-Horta  stressed  that  he  accepted  the responsibility from UNDERTIM
party  because  the  majority of the members are poor people, without shoes
and are former veterans, clandestine and resistance fighters who gave their
total  support for Falintil.  He said he is not scared to run against other
candidates  as  he  is not competing against Fretilin but is a candidate of
the  people  and  the political parties who have collected 7000 signatures.
The  Nobel  Laureate  says he fully respects Lu-Olu and therefore he is not
confronting  Lu-Olo  as he was also the founder of Fretilin and the history
should  not  be removed.  He said ‘if you belong to one party you must open
your doors to all the parties’. (DN)

          If Fretilin Wins Justice Will Be Put in order: Alkatiri
About 10,000 people attended Fretilin’s gathering on Saturday in Oecussi
for the swearing-in of members for the monitoring commission as well as to
present Francisco Guterres “Lu-Olo” as the new presidential candidate.
Speaking during the event, Mari Alkatri, the party’s Secretary General said
if Fretilin wins both Presidential and Parliamentary elections the priority
would be to adjust the justice system. In the meantime, it was reported
that the Ferry’s first trip to Oecussi was delayed by a few hours due to an
overload with Fretilin leaders, militants and members of the government who
were participating in the Fretilin gathering. Some of the population from
IDP camps who wanted to return to Oecussi managed to get in the ferry.
Following a heated argument some people had to leave the boat, reported the
media Monday. (DN, TL, STL)



                       Population Attacks Chefe Suco
A group attacked Chefe Suco of Vila-Verde on Wednesday disagreeing with the
government program to sell rice. According to Andre Fernandes, chefe suco
of Vila-Verde, a group of people who disagreed on buying rice from the
government attacked  him by throwing a spear missing him but hitting the
door of his house following an agreement by the community to have rice on
sale in their area. Fernandes is of the point of view that these people do
not want to pay for the rice saying the rice from the government should be
free of charge and not for commercial purposes.

International Media Reports

Timor Leste seeks RI help in capturing rebels

World News - Monday, February 26, 2007


Abdul Khalik, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta


Timor Leste Prime Minister Jose Ramos-Horta called President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono  Sunday  evening  to  ask for Indonesia's assistance in capturing
members  of  a  rebel  group  led  by  Lt. Col. Alfredo Reinado should they
attempt to sneak into Indonesian territory.


Presidential  spokesman  Dino  Patti  Djalal  said  Ramos-Horta conveyed to
President  Yudhoyono  through  him  that  Reinado,  who was alleged to have
attacked  a military post in Timor Leste and stolen 17 AK-typed rifles, was
a grave concern for the Timor Leste government.


"Prime  Minister Ramos-Horta has requested TNI (Indonesian military) at the
border to ensure that Reinado does not cross it. We have temporarily closed
our border upon this request," Dino told The Jakarta Post.


He  said the Indonesian government and military would provide the requested
assistance because of a longstanding bilateral understanding that Indonesia
would assist Timor Leste in security matters along their border.


"The  commanders  from  both  sides  already have mechanisms of cooperation
along the border," Dino said.


Reinado,  a  former  military  police  chief,  was blamed for violence that
struck  the country in April and May last year. An estimated 100,000 people
were  displaced  and  at  least 20 killed in the violence, which led to the
deployment of a 2,500-strong international peacekeeping force.


Dili  witnessed  a series of protests that evolved into widespread violence
in  May  after  600 members of the country's 1,400-strong army were sacked.
The  violence stemmed from divisions between troops from the east and those
from  the  west of the country, which was part of Indonesia from 1976 until
an independence referendum in 1999.


In late May, Reinado led a group of fellow military police members into the
mountains behind Dili. The group refused to give up their weapons until the
then prime minister, Mari Alkatiri, resigned from office.


He  was  later  imprisoned  in  Dili's  Becora jail on charges of attempted
murder  and  violations of firearms laws after being arrested with 20 other
men  in  July last year over their role in the violence that erupted in and
around Dili in April and May.


In  August  last  year,  together  with  over  50 inmates, the rebel leader
escaped from prison.


Dino  said  the  Timor Leste government had tried its best to show lenience
toward Reinado.


"With  the  assistance  of  the  Australian  and UN forces, the Timor Leste
government will conduct security operations to find Reinado," he said.

Ramos-Horta to run for president in East Timor

LAGA, East Timor (AP): Prime Minister Jose Ramos-Horta of East Timor told a
cheering crowd in his hometown Sunday he will stand in April's presidential
elections, vowing to help return peace and stability to the troubled
nation.


Ramos-Horta, who shared a Nobel Peace Prize for nonviolent resistance to
Indonesian rule, said in his candidacy speech he went through "weeks of
reflection and hesitation" before deciding to run during the worst crisis
since the tiny nation broke fromJakarta in 1999.


"We laid down the arms after the fight against the occupation, but now our
fight is for our future," he said, speaking in the local Tetum language.
"In this new fight, each Timorese citizen has the responsibility to serve
their country.


"Therefore I am available to assume my responsibility to my country," he
said. "I am ready to serve you all if you decide to vote for me on April
9."


More than 1,000 fans chanted "Viva Horta!, Viva Horta!" after the
57-year-old formally announced his candidacy. (***)

Second Timorese man dies after being shot by Australian soldier

DILI (AP): A second Timorese man has died after being shot by an Australian
soldier during a confrontation near the capital's airport, officials said.


The Australian government said the soldier shot his weapon in self-defense
after being attacked by a group of men firing steel arrows.


Atoy Dasy died Friday from blood loss after undergoing chest surgery,
Americo dos Santos, head of the Emergency Unit of Dili National Hospital,
said Saturday. Another man died shortly after being shot in the head, while
a third was shot in the leg.


Dasy, 32, was the brother-in-law of a member of parliament, Antonio
Ximenes, who called for an independent inquiry into "a crime against the
rights of the East Timorese people." (***)

Attacks a bid to destabilise Timor: ADF
24th February 2007, 14:01 WST

The head of Australia's troops in East Timor believes a series of attacks
against international forces may have been orchestrated to destabilise the
country.

Two Australian soldiers in Dili on Friday shot and killed a Timorese youth
and wounded two others who they say were attacking them with steel arrows.


UN Police and East Timor authorities are investigating.


Commander of the Joint Forces in East Timor Brigadier Mal Rerden on
Saturday said the situation in Dili was calm, with no significant incidents
overnight.


But he said the incident could inflame tensions further, leading to a
possible repeat of last December's campaign against Australians.


The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) has issued a travel
advisory warning.


"There's always the potential, the nature of things is that locally people
could be inflamed by the situation," Brigadier Rerden told AAP.


"We have made every effort to engage the community.


"Our soldiers, they operate in a professional manner ... (but) I think the
situation needs to be monitored and we will do that."


The UN and International Security Forces (ISF) have been targeted in a
series of rock throwing incidents, with 50 UN vehicles hit over two days.


Brigadier Rerden said UN Police and the International Security Forces had
each arrested about 100 people in the past couple of days.


He said the situation was under control.


"The string of incidents have the potential to develop but interestingly at
the moment it's been demonstrated ... that we can control this.


"There's always the potential in East Timor for things to develop but at
the moment, I have to say, there may be a core of people who have intention
to orchestrate violence.


"But the general population do want to get on with their lives and they see
the elections as an opportunity to progress.


"Our intention is to support the elections to provide as secure an
environment as possible."


He didn't believe a further increase in troop numbers was required.
Currently, 930 Australian and New Zealand soldiers, in the ISF, support
1,600 UN Police officers.


"We believe at the moment that we do have enough to maintain the security
through the election period but, obviously, we will monitor that as the
weeks go by."


He said the two soldiers involved in Friday's shooting were back on duty
after speaking to their family and receiving counselling.


"They are fine ... and being supported by their mates."


Brig Rerden said mostly the spike in violence stemmed from a rice shortage
and ongoing gang violence in East Timor, but added some had been
orchestrated to destabilise the country.


"We are aware that some elements do think that the future of East Timor is
better served by not having international elements who are neutral and
impartial operating in the country."


He said it was "of concern" that they were trying to weaken the ISF's
ability to operate.


Brig Rerden said he was still waiting for an update on the two injured
Timorese youths, despite a rumour circulating in Dili that one died on
Friday afternoon.

AAP


TIMOR-LESTE: UN INVESTIGATES DEADLY VIOLENCE NEAR CAMP FOR DISPLACED
PERSONS
New York, Feb 23 2007  6:00PM
UN News Centre,

United Nations police today in Timor-Leste are investigating deadly
violence that erupted at a camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs)
near the capital’s airport, in which one Timorese was killed and two
injured.

“The Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Atul Khare, has moved
to reassure the people of Dili that the security situation at the IDP camp
is under control,” the UN Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) said in
a statement.

According to the International Security Forces (ISF), when they responded
to a disturbance at the airport IDP camp, one ISF soldier “was attacked and
defended himself by shooting the attacker, resulting in the death of one
Timorese national.”

The UN Police (UNPOL) immediately deployed officers from the Malaysian,
Pakistani and Portuguese Formed Police Units to the area, which was later
deemed secure.

Mr. Khare “urged people to remain calm” and to cooperate with UNPOL, the
Timorese Police and ISF soldiers.

In another development, the head of UN humanitarian assistance in
Timor-Leste today announced a large-scale delivery of rice in Dili, which
has been plagued by shortages and price increases.

“In order to alleviate this situation, the Government has requested the
World Food Programme (WFP) to provide 300 metric tonnes of rice and WFP has
responded positively to this request,” said Finn Reske-Nielsen.

