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Donna Cusumano, UNMIT OIC: Good morning everybody. Thanks for coming. Today
we  are going to talk about security during the elections and the DSRS will
speak on that. The SRSG and Commissioner Tor had conflicting engagements so
they  won’t  be  here today.  One other the thing, the press passes, we are
still working on it, we have not forgotten, maybe another week or so. Also,
when  we’re go to the questions if you can just pass the microphone around,
because it is very difficult to hear everybody. Thank you.

DSRSG  Tan:  A  very good morning ladies and gentleman, thank you very much
for  being  here once again. I must remember to sometimes look at this side
of the room because there are also members of the media seated on the other
corner  but  please  forgive  me  if I forget once in a while. Also, please
forgive  SRSG,  he’s just been involved in some other urgent matters and he
will  try  to join us if he can finish on time. Otherwise, we hope you will
understand.   Also  Commissioner  Rodolfo  Tor,  he’s  right  now  with the
Minister  of  Interior  supporting him in a similar conference with regards
also to elections security.

So let me begin. As you know, the election for the president is just around
the  corner  and  everyone  is  eagerly looking forward to the start of the
campaign period, which begins tomorrow. In preparation for that, other than
things  like  logistic  and  so  on,  we  have  also  been  working  out  a
comprehensive  elections  security  plan. This plan was actually worked out
sometime  ago  and has been constantly updated. Today I would like to share
with you some elements of this plan.
First,  during  the elections period, close to one thousand UNPOLs and more
than 2400 PNTL will be on duty throughout the entire country. All leave and
duty  rosters  have  been  adjusted so that we can maximum police personnel
available for elections duties.

Let  me  share  with  you  what the main roles of UNPOL and PNTL are during
election  day.  Firstly,  they  are to secure election materials during the
transit  between  polling  stations  and Dili. Secondly, to secure the area
around  the  polling  stations  and  the  polling  centers themselves. Each
polling  will  have  both  UNPOL  as well as PNTL on active duty throughout
polling day. So that takes care of all the polling centers and stations and
more  than  3,000  combined  force  of  UN police and PNTL that I mentioned
earlier  but  at the same time we have to be ready for any general security
issues and I would describe them now.

Security in Dili would be enhanced by pre-deployment of formed police units
in  selected areas. There will be reinforcement with suitable equipment for
clearing  of  the roads in case there are roadblocks and for taking care of
fires  in  case  there are attempts to burn anything. Security arrangements
for Dili are further strengthened by the imminent arrival of two additional
formed  police  platoon  from Portugal. That’s for Dili; let me now turn to
outside  Dili.  Two  other  formed  police  units  would  also  likewise be
pre-deployed.  One  to the districts of Baucau, Viqueque and Lautém and the
other  to  Bobonaro  and  Covalima. And all this time as you know, the UIR,
those  that  have  been  screened  and  reconstituted are working alongside
together  with  our  formed  police  units. So I have explained the general
police  security for the polling stations and centers and also specifically
the  use  of  formed  police  units  pre-deployed  in  case of any security
incidents.  In  addition  to  that  the  ISF are standing by to support the
police  if  required.  So,  in  summary  the  elections  security  plan  is
comprehensive,  it  covers  the  whole country and it is multi-layered. And
while  we do not expect major incidents, we have to and we are prepared for
any eventuality. Thank you very much, I will be happy to take any question.

Journalist:  Thank  you,  my name is Mouzinho Lopes, I’m from Timor Post. I
would  like  to ask about the security during the presidential campaign. We
understand that we still have a big and serious problem, the issue of Major
Alfredo.  Do  you  think  the  group of Alfredo would be a challenge to the
process?

DESRG  Tan:  As you know from the briefing by the Commander of ISF that the
operation  to  arrest Alfredo Reinado is still ongoing and it will continue
through  the electoral period for as long as it takes to arrest him. As you
see  from  our  election security plan, the idea is that there should be no
individual  or  group  that  will stop the people from going to the polling
stations  to  exercise their freedom to vote. So we take all the challenges
into  account.  Not  just  Reinado,  but  every  other possible threat to a
peaceful and a free election.

My  name  is  Paulo  Amaral  I’m  from  ICFJ: We know that the operation to
capture  Major  Reinado  and his group involve many members of the ISF, the
use of helicopters and armored cars but these attempts were not successful.
The  ISF  did not manage to capture Major Alfredo and his group. This shows
that  they  do not have the capacity to do so. Now that we are going to the
elections,  I’m  afraid  that  if  Major  Alfredo  and his group managed to
capture  by the ISF, let alone any other groups that might appear or exist,
so my suggestion is that hopefully with the present of the UN presence here
this  elections would be carried out successful. Otherwise it would show to
the  world  that no matter how many have the international forces here, the
UN  attempt  is  not  successful and meaning that you don’t do anything and
meaning that you are here for holidays and here for fun.

DSRSG  Tan:  Thank you for your question but I would disagree with you that
we are here for fun and although I’m smiling I do take this very seriously.
There  are  many  members  states  who  wish  TL a very good future and are
contributing  funds  and personnel to be here for a long period of time. So
let  me look at the point that you have raised one by one. I am not the ISF
representative  but I remember some of the other earlier press conferences,
Commander  Rerden  mentioned  how  challenging the operations were. Again I
want to say I’m not speaking for him but I do remember that he said that on
many counts they were successful, firstly there were no civilian casualties
in  the  area  and  secondly, the group has been dispersed and now they are
being  pursued.   And  you mentioned the amount of resources that are going
in,  personnel,  helicopters  and even in Dili you can hear it happening in
the  last  few  days  so it is a matter of time. Sometimes we want it to be
done  very  fast  but sometime it takes time to achieve.  Election security
plans  as  I  mentioned because it is everywhere where we need to be at the
polling  stations etc… and because it is multi layered it takes care of all
the  security challenges that we will be faced with in the election period.
This  plan  has also been made looking at the lessons we have been learning
over  the  last  few  months  especially, adjusting to the various security
threats and being at the right place at the right time. So we are confident
we have a good plan, we are here to do a job and we will do a good job.

My  name  is Toby from Radio Timor-Leste:  I would like to find out more or
less  how  many  police  officers are deployed in the country to secure the
situation.  What  will  UNPOL  do in case there is a terror or intimidation
during  the  election  whether  you are going to shoot to stop when someone
[inaudible] or will you arrest those who intimidate or terrorize.

DSRSG  Tan:  Well  as  I  mentioned, if you add all the UNPOL, PNTL, Formed
Police  Units  close  to  3000  plus at different places of duty during the
election  period. The individual officers have been clearly briefed for the
time  and  are  guided by the electoral law, which has a set of offences to
look  up  for. Of course these electoral laws are above the ordinary set of
laws  relating to public security for example theft etc… but electoral laws
are  specific  to  the elections for example if somebody were to intimidate
someone  to  vote  for  another  particular person or if someone were to be
forced  to [inaudible] the secrecy of the vote-- those would fall under the
electoral laws. And one specific law if I recall, is that no weapons should
be  found  25  metres  from  any  polling  station.  So the police would be
watching  out  for that and the response they take would be proportional to
the  particular  offence. The whole purpose of the police being there is to
ensure that the voting process goes smoothly without disruption.

Journalist:   My question is in regards to the security arrangements. There
had  been  several  incidents  where  voters’ registration process had been
delayed  or  stopped  because of some threats. I remember one day I went to
the  registration  sites  and  all the staff stopped working because of the
threats  and  the  police was not there. We tried to call the police and it
took  half an hour for the police to arrive.  How can the police secure the
registration  sites  in order for the same incident not to occur again? The
second  how can you guarantee the freedom of the press during the elections
campaign  as  there  has  been  instances  when there were actions from the
police,  which  give  the impression that, the journalists cannot freely do
their work. How can you guarantee the freedom of the press?

DSRSG Tan:  Thank you. As far as I know voters registration has ended as of
23rd  of  March.  There  was special security arrangements made and also an
extension  from  the  16th of March to the original end date of the 21st to
cater for these disruptions that took place.
The  first  few  days  before  the  16th I think there was some request for
police  to  be  there  on an ad hoc basis-- maybe that was when you saw the
request  that  they took sometime-- later it became a permanent arrangement
and it went very smoothly as far as I can tell. With regards to your second
question,  I’m not sure if I understand, if someone is threatening you from
doing  your  job let us know and we will certainly investigate. But are you
saying  that  because  of security arrangement you can’t get near the place
you want to go to, is that what you are saying?

Journalist:   This is a kind of request for you  please tell the police and
forces to be friendly to the journalists.

DSRSG  Tan:   The  police  are here to serve the public, anyone who doesn’t
pose  any  danger or harm the public is a friend to the police. But this is
serious.  But  please  approach  us  if you do have any need for help or if
someone is threatening you.

Journalist:  I  have  two  questions.  My name is Rosa from Timor Post. You
mentioned  that more than 3000 police officers would be deployed around the
country.  Perhaps  with  this  deployment  are you going to deploy a larger
number of police to secure certain areas which are considered as high risk?
Secondly  when  you  mentioned  that if your life is threatening to let you
know. What do you mean or the means to reach you?

DRSG  Tan:  Yes  thank  you. You’re right. There are certain areas that are
less  risky  than  the  others  and  the police have done a thorough threat
assessment  and  identified those that are high, medium and low threats. In
the  high  risk polling centers for example there will be a minimum of six,
combined  UN  police  and  PNTL  presence  at  all  times.  This  of course
supplemented  by  the  visits  of  mobile  patrols  and  they  can call for
assistance  if they need from the formed police units. And with your second
question you can call 112 and then we will get in touch with you, we cannot
of  course  give  every  number  for every specific purpose it will be very
difficult to manage.

Journalist:  From  TVTL,  how  is  the  development of the investigation in
regards to properties damaged during the operation in Same on 4th of March.
Secondly you mentioned the provision of security would be provided by UNPOL
and  PNTL  and  supported by ISF if required. Do you think in future you’ll
need F-FDTL assistance[inaudible]?

DSRSG  Tan:  Thank  you.  The  investigation  into  Same  I  think would be
concluded  very  soon.  ISF would have more information than I have so I do
not  want  to  pre-conclude the ahead of the facts so I just request you to
wait  a little while. They will be finished very soon. It seems to be quite
straight  forward as to how the damage occurred and who should be given any
compensation  if  required. In regards to your second question, F-FDTL have
no  internal  security rules and we do not see them being required for this
election.  What  they  have  been deployed for is static security with very
exceptional  circumstances requested by the government. I like to take this
opportunity  to explain a little bit more about that because there are some
legal aspects that we have to be careful about in regards to the deployment
of  security forces. The revise of [inaudible] law F-FDTL allows them to be
deployed  in  certain locations if there is a written request. In this case
it  was  done  and  it  was  followed  up with clear understanding of their
responsibilities  and  their  rules  of  engagement within their deployment
units.  So  they  are quite different from the arrangement that I mentioned
where  the police is always the first line in the case of internal security
and the ISF on invitation of the government of TL is here to supplement our
efforts in maintaining security. But I’m thankful for your question because
is  not  so  clear  to  many people when they look at security forces, they
think  that  everybody  is supposed to do everything which is not the case.
Different security forces have different roles.

Journalist:  My  name  is  Antonio  Dasiparo, I would like to follow on the
point  raised  by  my  colleague,  now  that F-FDTL members are deployed in
certain   areas,  in  case  they  shoot  someone,  who  would  actually  be
responsible  for  their actions? The government, or the UN because it is in
charge of the security? Second you mentioned 2400 PNTL officers are joining
UNPOL officers to provide during the elections. To my understanding most of
them have not been screened so do you think that they are ready mentally or
physically  to  deal  with  the  task  or  are  they  also ready to use the
equipments such as weapons during the election period?

DRSG  Tan: Ok thank you.  In operations of security, operations like static
security  or  any  other  security  operations, there are things called the
rules  of  engagement.  Rules of engagement are clearly given down to every
last person who is carrying out their duty. They are very clear and usually
very  stringent  so  there are no incidents or misunderstanding. The use of
firearm  is usually at the last resort especially when there is a threat to
the  life  of the security person or the property that he is protecting. So
long  as  the  rules of engagement are followed then the security person is
protected  and  the responsibility of the organization sending the security
person  there  is  discharged properly and without any problems. That’s why
you  notice  every  incident  of discharge of a firearm is followed with an
investigation because we want to know whether the person that shot followed
the  rules  of  engagement  or  not;  that  is  the  responsibility  of the
organization or the government sending the soldiers or the policemen to the
areas of operations. So, this is how overall responsibility is carried out.
Clear  rules  of  engagement, people understand what they need to do and if
something  happens  there  is  clear  accountability.  As  for  your second
question, all PNTL from Dili that are involved in any duty whether election
or  normal  duty have already been screened. The PNTL outside Dili have not
been  screened because we are concentrating in Dili since that’s where most
of the problems happened in April/May 2006. Ever since December, UNPOL have
been  working  with  those  PNTL  outside  in  the  districts and they have
established  very  good  working relationship for the last three months. To
answer  your  question, when we look at the Dili PNTL and the district PNTL
we  are  confident  we  are  well prepared for the job; they work alongside
UNPOL  and  we  are  confident  that  they  will  do  a good job during the
elections  period.  So thank you very much for your presence here today, as
you see, the security plan involves a comprehensive solution involving good
people, the right equipment and to be at the right place at the right time.

