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                         UNMIT – MEDIA MONITORING

THE UN INTEGRATED MISSION IN TIMOR-LESTE DOES NOT VOUCH FOR THE ACCURACY OF

                               THESE REPORTS





National Media Reports



        Taur Does Not Believe Rogério Involved In Guns Distribution

F-FDTL Brigadier General Taur Matan Ruak told the court Tuesday he does not

believe  Rogerio  Lobato  distributed  guns to civilians to destabilize the

nation.  During  the testimony the head of the national defence forces also

said  he  learned  of Railos group through the international media, the SBS

and  the issue of guns distribution was raised by Ramos-Horta in the former

Prime  Minister resident. Following the meeting he issued a document to the

then  Prime  Minister, Mari Alkatiri, the Court of Appeal and the President

of  the  Republic  asking  for  the inspection and control of guns for both

institutions,  F-FDTL  and  PNTL  but  Paulo  de  Fatima Martins, then PNTL

Commander  General  said the weapons were no longer in the storehouse as it

had been shifted to Aileu, Liquiça and elsewhere. Taur said he was in shock

to  learn  the  storage was empty. He apologize to Rogério and retrieve the

words  in  used  in a document to the ICOI, adding that he was emotional at

the  time  as  he  had  learned  Rogério Lobato was taking over the post as

Minister  of  Defence.    The  Brigadier General continued that on April 29

they  held a cabinet meeting in Alkatiri’ resident to analyse the situation

because PNTL command had lost control of the situation and were facing many

difficulties  hence  required  F-FDTL  assistance to deal with the violence

that  erupted  from  the petitioners demonstration. During another meeting,

Taur  Matan  Ruak said he suggested to PNTL to be in charge of the security

the  capital while F-FDTL took over responsibility of the outskirts of Dili

as the petitioners were moving out town. In relation to the attack in Tibar

Taur  said  he  received  information from the battleground that the people

attacking  F-  FDTL  headquarters  were  civilians,  petitioners  and PNTL,

dressed  in  military,  civilians  and PNTL uniforms. He said he learned of

Railos  and  his  group through the report of the Independent Commission of

Enquiry  and  acknowledges  the distribution of weapons to civilians namely

the  former  veterans to reinforce against  the systematic attack on F-FDTL

by   Major  Alfredo,  PNTL  and  civilians  groups. Taur told the court the

situation  aggravated  on  May  24 when Major Alfredo and a group of 10 URP

from  Aileu attacked F-FDTL in Fatuahi, his residence in Dare, the Military

Police  Headquarters  and  F-FDTL Headquarters in Tasi-Tolu noting that the

attack  was  well  planned  and  organized,  stating  it  was  a  political

conspiracy  to  destabilize the nation through the armed forces in order to

have  an  outside  intervention.   The Brigadier said during the Council of

Defence  meeting it was decided to have international intervention to avoid

further problems if F-FDTL took charge of the situation.



Rogerio  Lobato  defence  lawyer,  Paulo Remedios told the court that early

Tuesday,  morning  13/2  a black car without plate numbers and armed people

threatened  him at his residential. He asked the court to take measures but

was  told  by  the  President  of  the  Judges,  Ivo Valente to present his

complaint to the Public Ministry.



José Edmundo Caetano, lawyer for the Justice and Peace of Dili Diocese said

the  international  authorities  in  the  court  needs to further learn the

legislation of Timor-Leste rather than implement laws to confuse the people

and contribute to the deterioration of the situation. (DN, STL, TP)



         UNMIT Ask Longuinhos To Re-Establish Contact With Alfredo

Acting  SRSG,  Eric  Gim  Tan  and DSRSG Finn Reske-Nielsen met Timor-Leste

Prosecutor  General  Longuinhos  Monteiro  Tuesday  and  requested  him  to

re-establish  contact  with  Major  Alfredo  to  continue with the dialogue

process.   According to Longuinhos he is still undecided whether to contact

Alfredo  due  to  the  many  arguments  it might raise. Deputy SRSG Tan has

stressed  that  UNMIT wants strongly to continue with the dialogue in order

to  pursue  Alfredo  to  peacefully  follow the justice procedures reported

Timor Post Wednesday. (TP)



       UN Ask Politicians Not To Use Children For Political Interest

The  UN  has requested political parties in Timor-Leste not to use children

for  their  political  interest,  DSRSG  Finn Reske-Nielsen said during the

launch  of  the  UN  Global study on the violence against children at Hotel

Timor in Dili. Reske-Nielsen also appealed to the parents, the martial arts

groups  and other organisations not to use children for their political aim

through  violence,  reported  Timor  Post today.  According to the studies,

violence  against  children  exists  in  Timor-Leste  in families, schools,

institutions,  working places, and community and on a daily basis, said the

DSRSG Finn. (TP)



                 One House Damage Following Police Search

One  house  and  some  of  its content were damaged when UNPOL searched for

illegal  weapons.  According to Timor Post GNR police searched the house in

Palapaso,  Farol,  suspecting of having weapons. Eight people were detained

but  seven  were  released later. Elda da Costa the owner of the house said

she’s  not  happy  with  the  way  the police, especially GNR conducted the

operations  as  they  entered  the  property  without  search  warrant  and

authorization from the people living in the house. Da Costa said the police

in  a  convoy  of  four  cars entered her house while the family was asleep

early  in  the morning. The family has moved to the state owned house after

their house in Ailoklaran was set on fire.

In  the  meantime  UNPOL  spokesperson,  Monica  Rodrigues  said  UNPOL has

captured  one  person  who  involved  with big crowd of people on Monday in

attacks  against  police  patrolling  in  the  area of Comoro, resulting in

broken  windows.  The  person  is  under  investigation. Another person was

detained  when  they  tried to stone two police in vehicles in that area as

well,  Rodrigues  said.  She said police continue to investigate and detain

those involved in the violence. (TP, DN)



                       7-7 Not Involved In Violence

The  General Secretary of the martial art group 7-7, Sanamia said his group

has  not  been  involved  in the confrontation in Bairro Pité. Sanamia said

according  to  information he received the organization called 0-0 who have

claimed not to be part of any  martial arts group were the ones involved in

the  violence. He further said the names of the two organizations are being

used  to  put extra burden on the government’s work, adding that up to-date

the leadership of 7-7 and PHST is going well and continue to put efforts to

stop the violence involving members of both organizations, strongly warning

sanction  against members of his organization involved in the violence.  He

also  ask  for forgiveness to the people of Timor-Leste for the behavior of

some of his members and appeals to other martial arts organisations to work

together with the government, PNTL the international police and military to

bring stability, freedom and peace to the country. (STL)







RTTL News Headlines

Tuesday 13-02-2007



            Parliament Must Be Responsible For Situation: Leman

MP  Riak  Leman  (PSD)  said  the  daily  conflict is killing youths due to

security  absence  and  the Parliament must be responsible as it represents

the  people,  noting  that the government and the President of the Republic

are pushing for reconciliation but the Parliament is not doing anything. He

stressed  that  if  the  Parliament  being  inactive  in  responding to the

security then it is irrelevant.



                  Government Evaluation On Food Security

The government of Timor-Leste is holding an evaluation on the country’s

food supplement. The Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries, Estanislau da

Silva said food security is crucial as the government needs to take urgent

measures to respond to people already facing food shortages in some areas.

In relation to the rising price of rice, Da Silva said the government has

decided to sell the stock in storage at a lower price and would purchase

more to keep in stock for emergencies.



MPs have requested Commission C of the Parliament to investigate traders

selling rice at higher prices as it is affecting the population. According

to MP Leandro Isac he received information from the business people that

they were told not to sell rice. He also said the rice supposedly to be

distribute to the population specially the vulnerable people have been used

for some political activities and the people in need.



                       Training for Notary Of Public

A two-month training has been concluded for staff working for the Notary of

Public. Lawyer Paulo Remedios provided the training which started in the

month of November, for the staff of Dili and the districts.







International Media Reports





UN ENVOY OPTIMISTIC ON TIMOR-LESTE WHILE WARNING AGAINST EARLY UN

WITHDRAWAL

New York, Feb 13 2007 1:00PM

UN News Centre



A  day  after  briefing  the  Security  Council  on  the need for continued

international  support  for  Timor-Leste,  the  United Nations envoy to the

country  today  said he was cautiously optimistic about its future ahead of

this year’s landmark elections, but he also highlighted the deadly violence

in 2006 as a warning against any early withdrawal of UN assistance.



“I  return  back  to  Timor-Leste  with a feeling…of cautious optimism. I’m

optimistic  because I do believe that the United Nations and the Government

of  Timor-Leste,  the leaders of Timor-Leste and the people of Timor-Leste,

are  committed  to  working  together,”  the  Special Representative of the

Secretary-General  Atul  Khare,  who  heads  the  UN  Integrated Mission in

Timor-Leste (UNMIT), told a press conference.




He  said  his caution derived from experience showing “that a premature and

abrupt  withdrawal  of  international  support,  or  even  a  very  serious

downsizing  until the conditions are really favourable to it, is not in the

benefits  of  either  the  United  Nations, the international community and

certainly  not  beneficial  to  the nation at large, which was demonstrated

by…[the events of] April, May 2006.”



The  Security  Council  created UNMIT in August to help restore order after

the  deadly fighting, attributed to differences between eastern and western

regions,  broke  out and caused the deaths of at least 37 people and forced

about  155,000  others  –  or 15 per cent of the population – to flee their

homes.  UNMIT’s  current mandate expires on 25 February but Mr. Khare again

stressed the importance of extending this.



“I  do  believe  that  there  was  a considerable degree of opinion [in the

Council]  in favour of a 12 month extension of the mandate, particularly as

expressed by Prime Minister Dr. José Ramos-Horta himself, who said that the

extension  of  mandate  by 12 months would send a clear signal of continual

engagement of the international community.”



Secretary-General  Ban  Ki-moon  in  his  last  report on Timor-Leste first

recommended  the  mission extension, and also called for more international

police  in  the  run-up  to  the  first round of the presidential election,

scheduled  for  9  April, and the later parliamentary election. Speaking to

the  15-member  Council  on Monday, and repeating his position to reporters

today,  Mr.  Khare  said  the idea was to deploy another more heavily armed

Formed Police Unit.



“An  additional  Formed  Police  Unit means 140 people who work together as

three  operational platoons of around 25 each and an administrative platoon

of  another  25. He said there was “a considerable degree of support in the

Council” for this proposal.



Mr.  Khare said the UN was continuing to support the authorities in helping

strengthen  the judiciary, conduct a security review, and improve security,

particularly   through   the   work   of  the  UN  Police,  who  have  full

responsibility  for policing. He also highlighted extensive support for the

elections,  noting  that  voter registration is already underway and around

500,000  voters  are  expected  to  be  enrolled by the time the process is

completed next month.



The polls will be the first to be held in Timor-Leste since the tiny nation

gained independence from Indonesia in 2002.
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East Timor asks for help as street violence escalates

Lindsay Murdoch

February 14, 2007

SMH



THE  East  Timorese  Prime Minister, Jose Ramos-Horta, has urged the United

Nations  to  bolster security in his country as Australian and other forces

in the capital, Dili, struggle to stop violent street attacks.

Dr  Ramos-Horta  told  the UN Security Council in New York that security in

the  country was "still fragile and precarious" less than two months before

presidential elections scheduled for April 9.


He  urged  the UN to approve sending more police from Portugal to join 1313

international police already in East Timor.

The  call  comes  amid  growing  fears  in Dili that groups are plotting to

disrupt  campaigning  before the elections. Some people in the capital were

told  this  week  to  pay  protection  money  or  their businesses would be

destroyed.

Even  though  some key gang leaders have been arrested, teenagers are being

killed  in  street  fighting  almost  every  day.  In  the  past 48 hours a

13-year-old  boy was stabbed three times and a 17-year-old died after being

attacked with a machete.





One  group is planning rallies to protest against the former prime minister

Mari  Alkatiri  being  cleared  of allegations he was involved in providing

weapons to a hit squad set up to eliminate political opponents.

Angela  Freitas, a 38-year-old East Timorese who was educated in Australia,

announced  yesterday that she would contest the presidency. Dr Freitas, who

is in Darwin, described the situation in East Timor as "shameful".



Indonesia supports extended UN mission in Timor Leste





Indonesia, the current rotating member of the UN Security Council, has

expressed support for the extension of the UN Mission in Timor Leste

(UNMIT), whose mandate expires on Feb. 25, a diplomat said on Tuesday.





Indonesia also supports the deployment of more UN policemen to the tiny

neighbor which is now preparing for its first national elections in April,

said Indonesian Ambassador to the UN Rezlan Ishar Jenie.



"We support the extension of UNMIT mandate as has been recommended by the

UN secretary general. We also support Timor Leste's request for the

addition of UN police in the country to help ensure security during the

general elections," Rezlan was quoted Tuesday by the national Antara news

agency as saying.
Rezlan also said that one of the priorities to which the UNMIT had to pay

attention is to help Timor Leste organize democratic and peaceful general

elections.


The Security Council is expected to decide on the matter at a meeting on

Feb 22.


East Timor gained independence from Indonesia in May 2002 with U.N.

assistance, but slipped into unrest in 2006 when nearly 600 disgruntled

soldiers of the 1,400-member army were dismissed by then Prime Minister

Mari Alkatiri.





The United Nations voted in August 2006 to create UNMIT.




Source: Xinhua

















Press Releases





               Appeal and Declaration for the People of Dili





To all the people of Dili, we the elected Chefe do Suco (village chief)

that were chosen by the people in the local election, want wholeheartedly

to appeal to the people of Dili, to the youth, men and women, elderly, and

to the children that “The People of Dili want stability, let the government

do its work”. This appeal and declaration also takes into consideration the

following things:



The crisis has caused the following:



1.     Many residents have left their homes.

2.     Many Dili residents have lost their homes and had their houses burnt

or destroyed.

3.     Many Dili residents have become victims of violence that has

occurred in Dili.

4.     Many students are not attending school because of lack of security.

5.     Many children have become victims and are scared within their own

neighbourhoods.

6.     Many residents of Dili do not trust each other and hate each other.

7.     Many youth fight against each other, throw stones at each other and

kill each other.

8.     The city of Dili has become insecure for the residents of Dili.

9.     Economic activities have been disrupted in the Sucos (villages) and

all of Dili.

10.    Many schools have closed.

11.    Government and the Organs of the State cannot carry out normal

activities due to ongoing problems.

12.    Presidential and Legislative elections are drawing near.




We, the elected Chefe Suco (village chiefs) therefore appeal and make this

declaration to all the people of Dili as follows:



A. To the residents of Dili



1.     Request all residents to stay calm and not to fight with each other

or keep hate towards each other.

2.     Request the youth to respect the elderly, women and children as well

as other youth.

3.     Request that youth organisations in all of Dili respect each other

and talk to each other in order to resolve their problems.

4.     Request all residents to work together with Chefe Aldeias

(sub-village chiefs), Chefe Sucos, Sub-District Administrators, churches,

government, police, law courts, parliament and the President of the

Republic to bring Timor-Leste out of the current crisis.

5.     Request all residents to respect the organs of sovereignty such as

the court system to carry out their work in accordance to the laws and

constitution of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste (DRTL).

6.     Request to all fathers and mothers to remove their children from any

violence.

7.     Request all residents to prepare themselves well to choose the

political party that they feel can rule and bring the nation of Timor-Leste

forward.

8.     Request all residents of Dili to stop the violence and to work

together with the government so that the Internally Displaced Persons

(IDPs) can return to their homes.

9.     Request all IDPs to work together with the government and all

residents of Dili to return to their homes.







B. To all political parties



1.     To support the government, police and all Chefe Suco to create

conditions in Dili before the Presidential and Legislative elections in the

next month.

2.     Request political parties to carry on with their work and to prepare

for the elections without resorting to violence.

3.     Request the political parties to respect the constitution of

Timor-Leste and to respect the organs of sovereignty that currently rule

the country.

4.     Request all political parties to organize and mobilize their members

and supporters to follow the right path and to stay away from violence that

is currently destroying the people and nation of Timor-Leste.

5.     Request all political parties to respect each other, respect each of

the party leaders and respect the peoples’ choice.

6.     Request all political parties to respect Chefe Sucos and Chefe

Aldeias including all of the Sub-District Administrators.


C. To the Religious Institutions and Civil Society Organizations



1.     To work together with all residents, mostly with Chefe Sucos and

Chefe Aldeias to create conditions of peace and stability in Dili.

2.     Request the religious institutions not to look at the persons and

parties that the people have chosen.

3.     Request the church to always support the Organs of Sovereignty to

resolve the current crisis.

4.     Request all civil society organizations to work together with the

Government and all residents to come out of the current crisis.





With the appeal and declaration as above, we as the Chefes Sucos, Chefe

Aldeias, and youth of Dili, give our thanks to the people. Now is the time

to say that the People of Dili want stability, let the State do its work.



1.     Chefe Suco Motael   : Cornelio de A. Lopes

2.     Chefe Suco Colmera   : Ricardo Guterres

3.     Chefe Suco Bidau Santana  : Martinho R. Pereira

4.     Chefe Suco Meti-Aut   : Julião da C. Xavier

5.     Chefe Suco Becora   : Antonio da Silva Soares

6.     Chefe Suco Lahane Oriental  : Armando Sequeira Cardoso

7.     Chefe Suco Lahane Occidental : Bartolomeu de Araújo

8.     Chefe Suco Santa Cruz  : Antonio Goncalves

9.     Conselho do Suco Camea  : Mateus da Silva

10.    Chefe Suco Bairopite   : João B. da Costa Belo

11.    Chefe Suco Vila-Verde  : Andre dos Santos Fernandes

12.    Chefe Suco Comoro   : Eurico da Costa de Jesus

13.    Chefe Suco Fatuhada   : Justino Moniz G. Leite

14.    Chefe Suco Gricenfor   : Alexandrino Chaves

15.    Chefe Suco Dare    : Jose dos Santos

16.    Chefe Suco Balibar   : Antonio Pereira

17.    Chefe Suco  Kampung Alor  : Agostinho G. da Silva

18.    Chefe Suco Kaikoli   : Domingos Dias dos Santos

19.    Chefe Suco Mascarenhas  : Rui I. de Araujo

20.    Chefe Suco Kuluhun   : Francisco M.M.Ribeiro

21.    Chefe Suco Hera   : Simão Pedro Ribeiro

22.    Chefe Suco Bemori   : Afonso da Cruz

