Statement from SRSG on Violence in Dili 

21ST  February, 2007 Dili - I am aware that over the past two weeks there has been an increase in violent incidents in Dili. 

This is presenting challenges for the people of Dili as violence is interrupting their daily life. I believe that the people of Timor Leste deserve better. 

I, along with the Minister of the Interior Alcino Barris visited the residents of Kampung Baru early yesterday morning. 

In the early hours of this morning between 1.30 and 2.30 I visited the three main hotspots: Kampung Baru, Bairro Pite, and Fatuhada. 

UNPol along with the International Security Forces have increased security on the streets of Dili over the past 24 hours. UNPol has reassigned police officers from administrative duties to street duties and are providing increased security measures in the troubled areas. 

The ISF has increased its personnel on the streets during the day and evenings. 

Several UNPol vehicles have been damaged in these operations. Seven UNPol officers have also been injured today in the cause of maintaining law and order in Timor Leste. 

Yesterday UNPol arrested 79 offenders and today more people have been arrested. UNPol will continue to take strong actions against all those who indulge in violence or otherwise act contrary to the applicable laws of Timor Leste. 

I would sincerely appeal to the people of Timor Leste, and particularly the residents of Dili, to give your support to the UNPol officers, PNTL Officers and the International Security Forces who are working hard to improve and stablise the situation. 


Timorese Government and UN move to alleviate rice shortages


23 February, 2007; Dili—Following a shortage of rice and price increases in the commodity, the Timorese Government with the assistance of the United Nations will organize a large-scale delivery of the nation’s major food staple in Dili today. 

“In order to alleviate this situation, the Government has requested the World Food Program to provide 300 metric tones of rice and WFP has responded positively to this request,” said the UN’s head of humanitarian assistance Finn Reske-Nielsen. 

Efforts to release the consignment of rice to the markets begin today with deliveries to four locations in Dili’s sub districts.  The deliveries will account for 30 tones for each population of 8,000 people. Deliveries will be repeated tomorrow.  By Monday, it is expected that 30 shops organized by the Chefs de Sucos will receive two to two and half tones of rice to be resold at the normal price of US$2 per five kilo bag. 

Mr Reske-Nielsen said that the shortage which started a few weeks ago in the western district of Oecussi had since spread to the rest of the nation becoming a grave concern. 

“As the supply of rice continues to decline, the prices have been going up on an average rising from about 35 cents per kilo to, in some cases, more than one dollar per kilo,” he said. 

“Our UN colleagues in the World Food Program have analyzed the situation and they have concluded that the main reason for the rice shortage in fact is not limited to Timor-Leste,” Reske-Nielsen said. “We have a similar situation in Indonesia as well and the main reason for the shortage is there is generally a shortage of rice in the sub region and it has in part to do with the late harvest in Vietnam.” 

Mr Reske-Nielsen said, in the past two weeks, he had visited the nation’s 13 Districts. “It is clear that the late and much smaller rainfall has affected large parts of the country, he said.” 

He said the government has requested the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the WFP to jointly undertake a crop assessment which is expected to begin in early March. 

Mr Reske-Nielsen said the Government is taking an additional measure of trying to expedite further rice shipments from abroad to bring the problem under control. 

Statement from UNMIT on incident at the Airport IDP Camp 



23rd  February, 2007 - UNPol is investigating this morning’s incident in which a Timorese national was fatally injured, and two others were injured, at an internally displaced persons’ camp near the Dili airport. 

UNPol advises the area is secure after officers from the Malaysian, Pakistani and Portuguese Formed Police Units were immediately deployed to the area. 

According to a public statement released this morning by the International Security Forces, the ISF responded to a disturbance at the Airport IDP camp and during that incident an ISF soldier was attacked and defended himself by shooting the attacker, resulting in the death of one Timorese national. 



The ISF also stated it will fully cooperate with the UNPol authorities in investigating the incident. It will also conduct and internal investigation. 

The Special Representative of the Secretary General Atul Khare has moved to reassure the people of Dili that the security situation at the IDP camp is under control. He thanked the people of Timor Leste for having maintained peace in Dili over the past 36 hours. 

SRSG Khare urged people to remain calm and to cooperate with UNPol and PNTL officers and ISF soldiers who are working to provide security across Dili. 

