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Media Release
 
 
NOBEL PEACE LAUREATE SENDS CHRISTMAS-NEW YEAR MESSAGE TO OSAMA BIN LADEN
 
 
Nobel Peace Laureate and Prime Minister of Timor-Leste, José Ramos-Horta, speaking from the capital Dili, outlined the reason why he directed his Christmas-New Year message on the BBC World Service to Osama bin Laden.
 “It occurred to me that a man who is one of the most feared and detested on earth by some and admired by others, might tune into the BBC and hear my message.”
 BBC asked a variety of world leaders and personalities to send a Christmas-New Year message to an individual or a group of their choosing.
 
Dr. Ramos-Horta continued, “Wole Soyinka understandably gave his message to the people of Darfur , and Bishop Desmond Tutu to fellow Nobel Peace Laureate, Aung San Suu Kyi.”
“I have no illusions that my message will achieve any change, but I thought that here I had a chance that Osama bin Laden would listen and maybe, just maybe, my message would touch his conscience.”
 Dr. Ramos-Horta’s message went out on the 23rd December, 2006.  According to Joanna Jolly, Asia and Africa Producer, BBC World Service News, who had traveled to Dili where she did the recording; Dr. Ramos-Horta’s message was a huge hit, so much so that it played in the showcase 0800GMT hour, also going out in the 0400 and 0600 slots.
 
The message reads as follow:
 
“On this occasion when we are celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, my words, words of peace, are sent to my brother somewhere in the mountains, in the caves, of Afghanistan and Pakistan , Osama bin Laden.  Yes, I consider you to be a brother.  
We share some common beliefs, beliefs that come from God the Almighty, that teach us about love and compassion.  Yes, there are some differences between yourself, my brother Osama bin Laden, and myself.  The differences are that while you seem to have a profound resentment towards those who had done centuries of harm to Muslims, and today to Palestinians-I do understand these grievances-and yet I fail to understand why you carry this resentment, this anger onto attacking innocent civilians-and that includes also Arabs and Muslims who do not share your vision of Islam.  I come from a small country, East Timor that was invaded by the largest Muslim country in the world.  I lost brothers and sisters, yet I do not hate one single Muslim, I do not hate one single Indonesian.  That’s the only difference between you and me, my brother Osama bin Laden.  I beg you to re-think and extend your love, your solidarity, your friendship, the same ones you feel about Palestinians, extend to the rest of the world, extend to Europeans, to Christians.  You will then win them over that way, more than through hatred and violence.  I thank you, may God Almighty and Merciful bless us all.”
 “I can only hope and pray that Osama bin Laden heard my message and accepted it in a spirit of peace,” concluded Dr. Ramos-Horta.
