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Prime Minister Ramos-Horta visits Baucau and Lospalos

The Prime Minister of Timor-Leste Jose Ramos Horta has started the first few days of 2007 by paying a three day visit to the eastern districts. He spent one day in Baucau and met with Bishop Nacimento and local authorities, and another two days in Lospalos. In Lospalos, PM Ramos Horta who was accompanied by the Minister of Development, Arcanjo da Silva, and the Vice Minister of Interior, Agustinho Somoco. They visited Lagoa Ira Lalaro and in line with the governmentâ€™s plan, it will be used to generate the electrical power for the whole territory of Timor-Leste. The team also held a dialogue with the local authorities where some proposals to reconstruct the destroyed bridges and government buildings were raised to the government. In responds to those proposals, the PM Ramos-Horta promised to pass the information to the Minister of Publics Work and other institutions to follow up. (STL) 


Government stops the Company that supplies foods for the BPU: da Silva

In response to complaints from the members of Border Patrol Unit about inadequate meals the first Vice Prime Minister, Estanislao Aleixo da Silva reportedly said that from now on, the government would stop the company supplying he food. He said the Government through the Ministry of Interior would plan to directly pay the cash to the members of BPU enabling them to buy their own food. Mr. da Silva also said the office of the Prime Minister would work with the ministry of Interior, and the Ministry of Public to provide sufficient facilities and improve the living conditions of the BPU and Immigration police members who work on the border. (STL) 


â€œThe people who will vote, not the group of mudancaâ€�: Luâ€™Olo

Speaking to the journalists, the President of the Fretilin party, Francisco Guterres Luâ€™Olo reportedly said that the Fretilin party will win the 2007 General Elections with a good outcome, that will later be recognized by both Timor-Leste and the international community. This statement was given in response to the statement of the leader of Fretilin Reformist Group [Mudanca] who said that Fretilin would not even get per cent of the vote in the forthcoming elections. Hence, Mr. Loâ€™Olo affirmed that whether or not the Fretilin would win, or got 1% vote, it totally depended on the people not on a group of people or an individual. The people would be the determinants of the coming elections he stressed. (DN) 


Victim from the Act of Major Alfredoâ€™s members meet with Commission A, National Parliament

It is reported that one of the chiefs of Aldeia from Ermera district who was captured by the members of Major Alfredo on Monday, 8 January 2007 was accompanied by 6 witnesses, including his two brothers whom had met with Commission A of the National Parliament.  The group was welcomed by the President of the Commission A, Vicente Faria, Alexandre Corte-Real, President of Sub-Commission, Jacob Fernandes, Vice President of National Parliament, and other members of Commission A. The Victims and witnesses explained the chronological event to the NP as saying six members of Major Alfredo forcedly brought the victim from the vicinity of his home to AifÃº where Major Alfredo lived. Upon the victimâ€™s arrival, he was interrogated by Major Alfredo on the reasons why victims organized the demonstration against his [Alfredoâ€™s] presence. But, the victim said he did not organize it. Then, he informed the NP members that there were no violent acts during the interrogation which took one hour. Then, the victim was peacefully brought back to his home. In response to this complaint the NP members reportedly said that they would inform PM Ramos Horta who is also as the Minister of Defense to follow it up, and suggested to the victim to also inform the complaint to the Ombudsman [Provedor] of Human Right and Justice.  (DN) 


The Former Minister of Interior Lobato on Trial

The first trial of former Minister of Interior of Timor-Leste Rogerio Tiago Lobato took place on Tuesday with tight security around the court building. Mr. Lobato faces several charges, including arming civilians with high-powered weapons to a group of 31 persons under the command of a man named Railos. Despite the heavy charges against Mr. Lobato there were hundreds of his supporters who rallied in front of Dili Court of Appeal waving Fretilin's flag         and shouting â€œlong live Rogerio Lobatoâ€� and â€œlong live Fretilinâ€�. The trial went well and will continue today. UNPOL and some members of PNTL provided security throughout the trial process. 

NPs discuss the report of the Eventual Commission

The Speaker of the National Parliament Mr. Francisco Lu'Olo said yesterday that the discussion of the reports of the Eventual Commission has started and will continue until the members of Parliament issue a resolution to bring forward the recommendation of the UN Commission of Inquiry for further judicial process. Mr. Lu'Olo added that the members of Parliament will differentiate the political and justice issues so that each one will be addressed accordingly. 

IDPs lamented on the works of Minister of Labors and Community Reinsertion

Yesterday there were a numbers of IDPs who went to the office of Minister of Labor and Community Reinsertion to ask for assistance but the people in the office did not react |well. The IDPs complained because they felt that they were ignored or neglected by the people who were working in the office.  On the same day, the Minister of Labor and Community Reinsertion clarified the issue by saying that they do their best to answer to the demands of the IDPs. Mr. Bano added the officials of his Ministry deserved respect because they have been working tirelessly attending to the need of IDPs. They work beyond obligation, including Saturdays and Sundays. 

Visit Atauro Island

The first Vice Prime Minister Estanislao da Silva and Jose Teixeira the Minister of Natural Resources, Mineral and Energy Policy visited Atauro Island recently to see the development and condition of the people living there. During the meeting that lasted several hours the people of Autauro presented their concersn to the Vice Prime Minister and Mr. Teixeira. One of the cheffee sukus of Atauro indicated several basic requirements are needed such as water and sanitation, roads, electricity, radio, TV, and other means for communication. They also expressed concern that these concerns have been brought to the attention of the government from the first constitutional government but no action has been taken. In answering to that the Vice Prime Minister Estanislao has reiterated the commitment of the second constitutional government to address the problem of the country including Sub-District Atauro. 
International Media Reports 

East Timor soon to join ASEAN     
Tuesday, January 09 2007 @ 12:26 PM GMT 
ASEAN   
Timor Leste or East Timor will have no problem joining the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), according to officials of the 12th ASEAN Summit.  In a press conference at the Cebu International Convention Center (CICC) here this afternoon, Summit Spokesman Ambassador Vic Lecaros said that as the youngest nation in the region, "it is just a matter of time" before East Timor would become a full-fledged member of ASEAN.  Lecaros said the attendance of East Timor Prime Minister Jose Ramos Horta means that "ASEAN is good enough to join in."  He said that since East Timor shares the same characteristics as the rest of the members of ASEAN, the former Portuguese colony would "not be an odd man out among us."  Lecaros said East Timor, through Prime Minister Horta, would first sign the ASEAN Treaty of Amity and Cooperation on the sidelines of the ASEAN Summit, which is the first step toward joining ASEAN.  He said the other five nations that joined ASEAN went through the same process.  Brunei Darussalam joined the ASEAN on Jan. 8, l984, Vietnam on July 28, 1995, Laos and Myanmar on July 23, 1997, and Cambodia on April 30, l999. (Philippine News Agency - PNA) 


TAC First Step For Timor Leste To Join Asean 
January 09, 2007 22:14 PM     
From R. Ravichandran 
CEBU CITY, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- The signing of the Asean Treaty of Amity and Cooperation (TAC) by Timor Leste will be the first step forward for the former Portuguese colony towards formally joining the 10-member Asean.  Vic Lecaros, spokesman for the 12th Asean Summit here, said the other five which joined Asean -- Brunei, Laos, Myanmar, Cambodia and Vietnam -- also went through the same process.  Timor-Leste Prime Minister Jose Ramos Horta is scheduled to sign the treaty on behalf of his country on the sidelines of the summit.  Lecaros said that Timor-Leste would have no problem joining the grouping.  "As the youngest nation in the region, it is just a matter of time before East Timor (Timor-Leste) becomes a full-fledged member of Asean," he told a news conference here.  Timor-Leste, which gained independence from Indonesia following a referendum in 1999, has been an Asean observer since 2002 upon being conferred full-fledged nationhood and attended the Asean Regional Forum (ARF), the only security forum in the Asia Pacific region, in 2005.  It has expressed the hope that Asean will relax the conditions to enable the early admission of the world's newest nation into the regional grouping.  One such condition was the requirement to have embassies in all the Asean nations before being considered for membership, something the small poor country cannot afford to do now.  (Malaysian National News Agency - Bernama) 


Lobato to face trial over East Timor violence PRINT FRIENDLY EMAIL STORY 
AM - Tuesday, 9 January, 2007  08:12:00 
Reporter: Anne Barker 
PETER CAVE: The man accused of inciting much of last year's violence in East Timor goes on trial today, over allegations he illegally supplied high-powered weapons to civilians.  The former Interior Minister, Rogerio Lobato, faces several charges, including the distribution of weapons to a group of former independence fighters with the objective of eliminating the Government's opponents.  Anne Barker reports. 
(Sound of Rogerio Lobato's supporters shouting) 
ANNE BARKER: Rogerio Lobato still has plenty of supporters despite his heavy fall from grace and the serious charges against him. 
(Sound of Rogerio Lobato's supporters shouting) 
Dozens of people turned out at Dili's appellate court a month ago when the trial was originally due to begin shouting "long live Rogerio Lobato". 
(Sound of Rogerio Lobato's supporters shouting) 
But the three judges had to postpone the trial when one of Lobato's co-accused failed to show up. 
(Sound of judge speaking) 
The chief judge rescheduled the trial for today.  It's alleged that in May last year, as then interior minister, Rogerio Lobato authorised the transfer of high-powered weapons to a group of 31 civilians - former freedom fighters - acting under the command of a man known as Railos.  A separate United Nations inquiry has found that Lobato supplied them with 18 semi-automatic assault rifles and 6,000 rounds of ammunition that rightly belonged to a border patrol unit.  Railos has claimed he met Lobato and then Prime Minister, Mari Alkatiri, and was given instructions to eliminate Government opponents, including disgruntled army officers.  He claims that he understood the word eliminate to mean "kill".  It's alleged that later that month Railos and his men took part in an attack on the army in which up to nine soldiers were shot dead.  A few weeks later Rogerio Lobato was forced to resign.  But he's maintained that arming civilians to support the police was entirely lawful under East Timor's Internal Security Act.  And at his first trial hearing a month ago, he showed no signs of stress. 
(sound of nervous laughter) 
Lobato's lawyer, Paulo Dos Remedios, is confident he'll be vindicated. 

PAULO DOS REMEDIOS: Well, the law will prevail. This is East Timor, Timor-Leste is a democratic country, it's a state of law, rule of law. The law is for everybody, so, yes, we are confident that we can achieve positive results. 

ANNE BARKER: The case against Mari Alkatiri is still unclear. 

The United Nations inquiry found there was a reasonable suspicion that the former prime minister at least had knowledge about the distribution of weapons to civilians, and it recommended he face further investigation.  But it rejected allegations that he gave Railos instructions to "eliminate" political opponents.  Prosecutors in Dili have repeatedly questioned Alkatiri, but have not laid charges. 

PETER CAVE: Anne Barker reporting.  (ABC Radio - AM Programme) 


E Timor ex-minister goes on trial 
Tuesday, 9 January 2007   
East Timor's former interior minister has gone on trial on charges of arming civilians during unrest last year.  Rogerio Lobato is accused of supplying weapons to a rebel leader who says he was hired to act against opponents of the then prime minister Mari Alkatiri.  Violence erupted when the dismissal of 600 soldiers by Mr Alkatiri in March triggered street battles between police factions and the army.  More than 3,000 Australian peacekeepers were deployed to restore calm.  Their numbers have since been reduced to around 1,100.  At least 37 people died during the clashes within different factions of the security forces which later sparked ethnic and gang violence. More than 150,000 people fled their homes.  Proceedings against Rogerio Lobato and three co-defendants are beginning two months late amid ongoing conflict between rival gangs, in which more than a dozen people have died.  Hundreds of Rogerio Lobato's supporters gathered outside the high security courthouse in the capital, Dili, as some 50 UN and local police stood guard.  About 35 witnesses from East Timor, Australia, the United States, Portugal and Macau are expected to testify. The four could face a maximum 47-year prison sentence if convicted.  Mr Lobato has claimed he was acting on the orders of Mr Alkatiri, a close political ally, who resigned in June.  Mr Lobato resigned from his post as interior minister on 1 June after President Xanana Gusmao assumed control of the security forces in a bid to control the violence.  East Timor gained independence in 2002 after a period of UN stewardship. It was ruled by Indonesia for 24 years before its people voted overwhelmingly in 1999 in favour of breaking away from Jakarta.  (BBC) 


Former East Timor minister in court 
Tuesday, 9 January 2007 - Source: Agencies   
Hundreds of supporters of Rogerio Lobato, the former East Timor home affairs minister, have rallied outside the Dili court where he went on trial for treason and weapons distribution.  The Australian foreign affairs department issued a warning that protests could turn violent and foreign peacekeepers were put on full alert.  Proceedings began two months late amid ongoing clashes between rival gangs that have killed more than a dozen people in recent weeks.  Lobato faced a panel of one local and two UN judges.  The former minister allegedly helped to arm civilians during violence that plagued the country last year. 
'Long live Lobato' 
Lobato's three co-defendants, Marcos Piedade, Francisco Salsinha and Francisco Xavier Diegas, face similar charges of involvement in arming civilians during the violence that erupted in Dili in April and May following protests over the then prime minister's dismissal of 600 soldiers.  The four could face a maximum 47-year prison sentence if convicted.  Hundreds of Lobato's supporters from the ruling Fretilin party arrived in dozens of trucks, buses and on motorcycles, waving Fretilin flags and shouting "long live Rogerio Lobato, long live Fretilin" as 50 UN and local police stood guard in and around the court building.  Lobato is one of the founders of Falintil, the armed wing of the then pro-independence Fretilin movement which fought against Indonesian occupation and later turned into a political party. 
UN report 
A report from a UN inquiry into the violence said Mari Alkatiri, the former prime minister, and Lobato were among officials who should be investigated over possible involvement in the distribution of weapons.  Thirty-seven people were left dead in battles between security forces during street violence. More than 150,000 people fled their homes and 3,200 Australian-led peacekeepers were deployed in May to restore calm.  Their numbers have since been reduced to about 1,100.  (Aljazeera) 

Save Hospital of Hope present to the people of Timor-Leste for 2007 
Source: Government of Timor-Leste 
Date: 08 Jan 2007 
The people of Timor Leste in the words of the Vice Minister for Health have been given a present for the New Year.  The present consists of the development of a state-of-the-art private hospital that will treat Timorese citizens for free.  An MOU was signed between the Government of Timor-Leste and the Australian charitable organization, The Hospital of Hope Timor-Leste, in a ceremony on Thursday, 27 December 2006.  The signatories were H.E. Dr. Luis Lobato, the Vice Minister for Health, who was acting as Minister for Health, and Dr. Chris Fenton Managing Director of Hospital of Hope Board of Directors. The ceremony was attended by Prime Minister H.E. Dr. JosÃ© Ramos-Horta.  Vice Minister Lobato said, "This is a great New Year present that the Timor-Leste Government has been able to attract for the benefit of all our communities. It is the first time the Government has negotiated an agreement that when implemented will establish a hospital in our country, that operates to an international standard.  "The Hospital of Hope organization, will construct the hospital and the Government of Timor-Leste will provide state land."   According to the plan it will be opened in 2008."  It will be built in Dili and based on the agreement; the government will provide 6 hectares land for the hospital complex. This agreement also says this hospital will provide first world standard health care to the people of Timor-Leste with free care to all citizens of RDTL who are unable to pay for their treatment.  The 84 bed hospital will also provide surgical services, ICU, pathology, pre / postnatal care as well as emergency services.  Meanwhile it will support the national health care system by helping to meet the high and growing demand for hospital and specialist care and by training new Timorese health workers to a high standard. The hospital will also support the development of tourism, NGO operations, foreign investment and diplomatic representation in Timor-Leste.  At the same time Dr Chris Fenton said this hospital will be able to create job opportunities to the Timorese people, starting from making the construction plan, offering the medical positions, as well as the maintenance service of the hospital.  "I have spoken to many doctors in Australia who say that they are very excited to come and give care to the Timorese people," said Dr Fenton. "We are also grateful that Prime Minister Dr JosÃ© Ramos Horta and the Ministry of Health are supporting us," concluded Dr Fenton.  This project is also being supported by an Australian base Commission that is composed of many eminent citizens, including Timor-Leste Goodwill Ambassador Mrs. Estela Ferreira, as well as several of organizations and institutions in Australia.  For further information please contact:  Joel Maria Pereira, Information/Media Officer To The Prime Minister of Timor-Leste Dr Jose Ramos Horta, Email: riko_joel@yahoo.com, Telephone: +670 7254740, Ivana Belo, Information/Media Officer To The Prime Minister of Timor-Leste Dr Jose Ramos Horta, Email: unugina2004@yahoo.com, Telephone: +670 724 3559, Janelle Saffin, Senior Policy Adviser To The Prime Minister of Timor-Leste, Dr Jose Ramos Horta, Email: jasaffin@nor.com.au, Telephone: +670-7246993 and +61-418-664001.  (ReliefWeb) 

