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THE UN INTEGRATED MISSION IN TIMOR-LESTE DOES NOT VOUCH FOR THE ACCURACY OF THESE REPORTS

  

National Media Reports 

President Gusmao: be prepared to welcome new President

President Xanana Gusmao celebrated Christmas with all the staff at the President’s office and journalists on 22 December in Dili. Speaking at the Christmas gathering, President Gusmao called on all the staff members be prepared for and to cooperate with a new President. “I ask you to continue to afford the new President your cooperation and support.” The President further stated that this was his last Christmas party with the staff members, as his tenure has only five months left, and he wanted this year’s Christmas to bring peace for all the people and the country. It was not clear, however, as to whether or not he would stand again for the Presidency. (DN, STL &TP) 


Christmas messages of President Gusmao and Speaker of NP

President Xanana Gusmao delivered a Christmas message to the nation on 22 December. In his message, President Gusmao called on those who continue to perpetrate violence and killings to stop saying the people need to live in peace. He expressed his hope for Christmas and the New Year to be a moment for profound reflection and to leave violence behind. Meanwhile, the Speaker of the National Parliament, Francisco Guterres “Lu Olo,” who delivered the same message, stated that the future of this country lies with all the citizens of Timor-Leste. “The national future of the nation depends on the attitude of its citizens.”  (DN, STL &TP) 


Alkatiri is still a suspect: Monteiro

In response to news and rumours that former Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri’s case of allegations of illegal distribution of weapons had been dropped, the Prosecutor General, Longinhos Monteiro stated that there is no official announcement as yet from his office on the issue. Asked about the status of Alkatiri in this regard, Monteiro said that “so far, his status is still as a suspect and there have been no changes yet to this status.” Monteiro further stated that in case of any change, whether archiving or processing the case, the public would be notified of all the processes and arguments supporting it. (DN & STL) 




RTTL news headlines 


Consultation Meeting with the Political Parties.

President Xanana Gusmao invited all leaders of the Political Parties and members of the Superior Council of State to meet and consult on the date for the upcoming presidential and parliamentary elections. The President of the Republic has the Constitutional Mandate to decide on the date of the National Elections but he also has the constitutional obligation to call upon leaders of the Political Parties and members of the council of State to solicit their opinions and ideas before taking the decision, said Prime Minister Horta. 

Three day visit of Minister of Development to Oecussi

Minister of Development Arcanjo da Silva visited Oecussi for three days to see the development in Oecussi in general and the progress of the activities of the training center for small businesses in particular. The Minister encouraged all the local small businessmen to learn to develop good financial systems for their small businesses as well as to find mechanisms to establish relationships with the National Treasurers or the office of the Minister of Finance. Access to the National treasurers will enable the entrepreneurs to learn and develop good financial systems in their business offices. 

Oecussi Enclave has potential for Tourism

State Secretary of Special Residence of Oecussi Albano Salem said that development in Oecussi should be given priority by the tourism sector. Oecussi has potential for tourism therefore the central and local governments have to find proper mechanisms to develop it in the near future. The Minister of Development concurred with Mr. Albano’s statement and said that the government needs to prepare conditions for investment in this area, such as infrastructure, hotels, transportation, communication system and other related concerns. 

Dialogue with the Communities

The people in Aldeia Fatumeta, Surikmas, Bairupite and Kakaulidun have met with aim to find ways to end the present crisis. In general, the people in these aldeias are willing to welcome back the IDPs in their communities because everybody realises that they are all victims of the political manipulation of some leaders, said one of the participants. Many people are not satisfied with the present community dialogue so far for they do not see the involvement of the leaders and actors of the crisis in the dialogue with the communities. At the same occasion, Jose Luis Oliveira director of Hak, said that dialogue is one way to solve the crisis but justice should be done for the actors of the crime. We cannot avoid justice and only push dialogue and reconciliation, added Oliveira. 
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NOBEL PEACE LAUREATE SENDS CHRISTMAS-NEW YEAR MESSAGE TO 
OSAMA BIN LADEN

Nobel Peace Laureate and Prime Minister of Timor-Leste, José Ramos-Horta, speaking from the capital Dili, outlined the reason why he directed his Christmas-New Year message on the BBC World Service to Osama bin Laden. 

“It occurred to me that a man who is one of the most feared and detested on earth by some and admired by others, might tune into the BBC and hear my message.” 

BBC asked a variety of world leaders and personalities to send a Christmas-New Year message to an individual or a group of their choosing. 

Dr. Ramos-Horta continued, “Wole Soyinka understandably gave his message to the people of Darfur, and Bishop Desmond Tutu to fellow Nobel Peace Laureate, Aung San Suu Kyi.” 

“I have no illusions that my message will achieve any change, but I thought that here I had a chance that Osama bin Laden would listen and maybe, just maybe, my message would touch his conscience.” 

Dr. Ramos-Horta’s message went out on the 23rd December, 2006.  According to Joanna Jolly, Asia and Africa Producer, BBC World Service News, who had traveled to Dili where she did the recording; Dr. Ramos-Horta’s message was a huge hit, so much so that it played in the showcase 0800GMT hour, also going out in the 0400 and 0600 slots. 

The message reads as follow: 
 “On this occasion when we are celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, my words, words of peace, are sent to my brother somewhere in the mountains, in the caves, of Afghanistan and Pakistan, Osama bin Laden.  Yes, I consider you to be a brother.  We share some common beliefs, beliefs that come from God the Almighty, that teach us about love and compassion.  Yes, there are some differences between yourself, my brother Osama bin Laden, and myself.  The differences are that while you seem to have a profound resentment towards those who had done centuries of harm to Muslims, and today to Palestinians-I do understand these grievances-and yet I fail to understand why you carry this resentment, this anger onto attacking innocent civilians-and that includes also Arabs and Muslims who do not share your vision of Islam.  I come from a small country, East Timor that was invaded by the largest Muslim country in the world.  I lost brothers and sisters, yet I do not hate one single Muslim, I do not hate one single Indonesian.  That’s the only difference between you and me, my brother Osama bin Laden.  I beg you to re-think and extend your love, your solidarity, your friendship, the same ones you feel about Palestinians, extend to the rest of the world, extend to Europeans, to Christians.  You will then win them over that way, more than through hatred and violence.  I thank you, may God Almighty and Merciful bless us all.” 

“I can only hope and pray that Osama bin Laden heard my message and accepted it in a spirit of peace,” concluded Dr. Ramos-Horta. 

For further information please contact: Joel Maria Pereira, Information Officer, Gabinete Primeiru Ministru, Email: riko_joel@yahoo.com, Tel: +670 7254740; Ivana Belo, Information Officer, Gabinete Primeiru Ministru, Email: unugina2004@yahoo.com, Tel: +670 724 3559; Janelle Saffin, Senior Policy Adviser, Office of the Prime Minister, Email: jasaffin@nor.com.au, Tel: +670-7246993, and +61-418-664001. 


International Media Reports 

Gangs paid as attack Aussies 
By Keith Moor 
December 27, 2006 01:35am 
Article from: News.com.au 
ETHNIC gangs are paid as little as $5 a day to create violent riots which Australian peacekeepers in Pacific troublespots have to quell.  Three Australian Federal Police agents have been hurt and many others have been threatened by machete-wielding youths.  The payments are part of an orchestrated plan to create civil unrest to further the political aspirations of key figures in East Timor and the Solomon Islands.  The Daily Telegraph last week visited the Solomons and East Timor and also discovered: 
* ALLEGED pedophile and proposed Solomons attorney-general Julian Moti leapt from a moving plane during his clandestine dash to escape extradition to Australia on child sex charges; 
* THE AFP recently foiled an attempt by an organised crime ring to force East Timorese women into sex slavery; 
* OLYMPIC canoeing silver medallist and AFP agent Danielle Woodward single-handedly brokered a truce between two warring East Timorese gangs; 
* EVIDENCE suggests Taiwan is buying influence in Pacific nations by bribing politicians and encouraging civil disobedience; 
* AFP Commissioner Mick Keelty is concerned that a person charged with inciting the April riots that destroyed most of Chinatown in the Solomons capital Honiara as later considered suitable to be its police minister; 
* EAST Timorese President Jose Ramos Horta fears United Nations peacekeepers will need to stay in his troubled country for at least another year; and 
* JUSTICE Minister Chris Ellison used a visit to East Timor this week urge Dr Horta to get firearms and other lethal weapons off the streets of Dili. 

Victorian police officer Ken Dunmill last week said there was strong intelligence some of those involved in riots and gang violence in East Timor were paid about $5 a day to create trouble. The 23-year veteran has spent several months in East Timor during two stints attached to the AFP in 2003 and 2006.  Mr Keelty last week made a goodwill Christmas visit to East Timor, the Solomons and Nauru.  He took the opportunity to present Sgt Dunmill with a bravery award for swimming through a crocodile infested river to rescue villagers from raging floodwaters. 

 "Someone is paying the rioters. Our belief is that someone is paying them for violence to occur. I don't know exactly what the motivation is, but it is definitely political. Somebody, or some group, wants there to be civil disobedience in East Timor," Sgt Dunmill said.  "I have seen some horrific injuries with machetes. We are seeing a lot of death. The gang violence is getting worse.  "There is a lot of (anti-Australian) hate building up. We are becoming targets."  The head of the police peacekeeping force in the Solomon Islands, AFP agent Will Jamieson, said there was evidence of rioters in the Solomons were also receiving money.  "We can't be as precise as rioters being paid $5 or $10 but there are indications that some of the groups were paid to cause the disturbances," he said.  "We have information which indicates there were certain groups that actually were co-ordinated from a politically motivated perspective to cause violence and disturbances in the streets to disrupt the process of government and democracy."  Agent Jamieson said police were a target for those who rioted in April.  "There was organisation, co-ordination and planning. They attacked Australian police. They knew police required communication and transport," he said. (News.com.au) 


E. Timor FM to celebrate Christmas with RI's East Timorese 
KUPANG, East Nusa Tenggara (Antara): 
27 December 2006 
East Timorese Foreign Minister Filomeno de Jesus Hornay will hold a Christmas celebration Tuesday evening with East Timorese opting to remain Indonesian citizens following the tiny country's break in 1999from Indonesia.  "The Christmas celebration is a way to build reconciliation with East Timorese Indonesians who are residing in East Nusa Tenggara," East Timor consul in Kupang Caetano de Sousa said.  "The minister has a strong will to strengthen the brotherhood with East Timorese Indonesians. He also wants to thank the community for helping the East Timorese consulate in Kupang."  Two-third of East Timorese decided to break away from Indonesia in a 1999 referendum. Indonesia annexed the territory in 1976 after the Portuguese colonial masters abandoned the impoverished colony amid a civil war.  Most of pro-Jakarta East Timorese opted to stay as Indonesian citizens and reside in East Nusa Tenggara or West Timor.  Currently there are more than 104,000 East TimoreseIndonesians living in East Nusa Tenggara (NTT) province. Another 55,000 East Timorese have been repatriated to their homeland.  De Sousa expected the reconciliation meeting to have positive impacts in the future for both East Timorese communities.  Hornay, however, is not scheduled to pay a courtesy call to NTT Governor Piet Alexander Tallo and other provincial leaders unlike the usual protocol of a state visit to any province.  (The Jakarta Post) 


Guitar sale offers 'Bridge Over Troubled Water' for Timor children 
Tue Dec 26, 6:39 AM ET 
DILI (AFP) - A guitar signed by Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel was due to go on sale on Internet auction site e-Bay to raise money for street children in East Timor.  Prime Minister Jose Ramos-Horta put the Squier Bullet electric guitar up for sale.  "I hope it will raise thousands of dollars," said Ramos-Horta, who bought the guitar in Memphis.  "I will give all the proceeds to the Street Children's Association of Dili," he said in a statement.  The guitar was due to be listed on e-Bay from Tuesday with bidding to close on January 26, 2007.  Simon and Garfunkel had a string of hits in the 1960s and are best known for "The Sound of Silence," "Mrs. Robinson" and "Bridge over Troubled Water."  (AFP)
