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The Japan Times - Japan
Police to join U.N. in East Timor, Kyodo News, Tuesday, Dec. 26, 2006.

Japan will send a civilian police team to East Timor in response to a United Nations request to take part in peacekeeping operations, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yasuhisa Shiozaki said Monday. It will be Japan's third civilian police deployment, following a mission to Cambodia in 1993 and to East Timor in 1999. Two police officers are expected to head for East Timor by mid-January after Cabinet approval, officials said. As a special adviser and assistant, they will provide advice and guidance to police on site, the officials said. Due to the Constitution's restrictions on use of arms, they will not take part in peacekeeping activities that pose higher security risks. The government is also considering sending three others to serve as liaisons, the sources said. The current peacekeeping effort was launched in August after a Japan-led resolution was adopted by the U.N. Security Council to resume peacekeeping operations that were suspended in May 2005. The mission is aimed at consolidating stability amid political chaos and violent clashes between former soldiers and the army.

20minutes.fr - Paris,France
Le Premier ministre du Timor adresse ses voeux à Ben Laden, 26.12.06.
Des vœux de Noël adressés à Oussama ben Laden ? C’est l’idée incongrue qu’a eu le Premier ministre du Timor oriental, José Ramos-Horta, qui a adressé un message au chef d’Al-Qaïda le 23 décembre sur la BBC. « Il m'est venu à l'esprit qu'un homme qui est le plus redouté et le plus détesté par certains sur terre, et admiré par d'autres, pourrait allumer la BBC et entendre mon message », a déclaré dans un communiqué le chef de gouvernement, prix Nobel de la paix. « En ce moment où nous célébrons la naissance de Jésus-Christ, mes paroles, mes paroles de paix vont vers mon frère quelque part dans les montagnes, dans les grottes d'Afghanistan et du Pakistan, Oussama ben Laden. Nous partageons des croyances communes, des croyances venues de Dieu Tout-puissant, qui nous enseigne l'amour et la compassion », avait-il déclaré. Le Premier ministre avait ajouté comprendre les griefs de ben Laden « à l'encontre de ceux responsables de siècles de souffrances aux musulmans », mais ne pas comprendre que ce ressentiment s'exprime en tuant des civils innocents. « Je vous supplie de reconsidérer et d'étendre votre amour, votre solidarité, votre amitié, celles-là mêmes que vous ressentez pour les Palestiniens, au reste du monde, étendez-là aux Européens, aux chrétiens », a imploré le prix Nobel. Il avait enfin expliqué avoir souffert de l'occupation de l'Indonésie, le plus grand pays musulman du monde, avoir « perdu des frères et des sœurs ». « Malgré cela je ne déteste pas un seul musulman », avait-il dit. Dans un communiqué mardi, José Ramos-Horta dit souhaiter avoir « touché la conscience » de ben Laden.

Washington Post - United States
East Timor PM Sends Bin Laden Message, Tuesday, December 26, 2006.

DILI, East Timor -- East Timor's prime minister urged Osama bin Laden to "extend his love" to Christians and Europeans and give up violence in a Christmas message broadcast around the world by the British Broadcasting Corp. BBC radio invited Jose Ramos-Horta and other world leaders and personalities to send a seasonal message to an individual or a group of their choosing. "I have no illusions that my message will achieve any change, but I thought that here I had a chance that Osama bin Laden would listen and maybe, just maybe, my message would touch his conscience," Ramos-Horta said in a statement Tuesday about the reasons for his choice. Ramos-Horta won a Nobel Peace Prize for his nonviolent resistance to the Indonesian occupation of his tiny homeland, which won its independence in 1999 in a U.N.-sponsored ballot. In his message broadcast on Dec. 23 on the BBC's world service, he said that East Timor had been invaded by mostly Muslim Indonesia and several of his brothers and sisters were killed. "Yet I do not hate one single Muslim, I do not hate one single Indonesian," he said. "That's the only difference between you and me, my brother Osama bin Laden." He urged bin Laden to extend the same love he feels toward the Palestinians to Europeans and Christians. "You will then win them over that way, more than through hatred and violence," he said.

ReliefWeb (press release) - Geneva,Switzerland
Timor-Leste gov't, militias seek reconciliation

JAKARTA, Dec 28, 2006 (Xinhua via COMTEX) -- Former pro-Indonesia militia commanders in West Timor have denied involvement in the recent riots in Timor-Leste, while the Timor government is offering to repatriate refugees from Indonesia, a newspaper reported Thursday. Former commander of the Integration Fighters militia Alfonso Hendrike Pinto and fellow militia leader Joanico Cesario Bello made the denial while meeting with visiting Timor Foreign Minister Jose Luiz Gutteres in the Timor-Leste Consulate in Indonesia's East Nusa Tenggara province Wednesday. During the meeting, Gutteres offered to repatriate 104,000 people who are still holding refugee status so they could participate in the nation-building process, reported the English daily The Jakarta Post. "The door to Timor-Leste is always open. Please return home. You'll be treated fairly there," Gutteres said. Bello said Timor-Leste's law did not specify the criteria to be used in resolving the citizenship status of pro-integration refugees who had opted to live in Indonesia. "We, who they believe were involved in serious crimes in the UN- sponsored referendum in 1999, are still registered as Timor Leste citizens taking refuge in Indonesia. They always blame us whenever a disturbance occurs in Dili," Joanico said. Gutteres said he would discuss the issue with President Xanana Gusmao and the parliament. 

UN News Centre
UN Police deployed in all 12 districts of Timor-Leste as poll preparations move ahead

28 December 2006 – United Nations police officers have now deployed in all 12 of Timor-Leste’s districts to help end the low-level gang violence in the country and provide security for the electoral experts who are helping prepare for next year’s polls, the UN envoy said today, as he stressed the world body’s commitment to the elections. The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Timor-Leste, Atul Khare, speaking in the last press conference of the year, said the UN Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) will work closely with the people and authorities to ensure free and credible polls. “UNMIT has also deployed electoral experts in all the districts,” he said, noting that UN eight Police were also sent. “UNMIT will assist the authorities of Timor-Leste and the people of Timor-Leste to provide the necessary conditions for free, fair and credible elections,” Mr. Khare added, while acknowledging that while the security situation has much improved, particularly since the deadly violence earlier this year, much still remains to be done. “I agree that we have to undertake many more actions to ensure that not only are there no weapons in civilian hands but that people feel, people believe, that no such weapons remain in civilian hands.” The Security Council created UNMIT in August to help restore order after fighting, attributed to differences between eastern and western regions, broke out in April and May and led to the deaths of at least 37 people and forced about 155,000 people – or 15 per cent of the population – to flee their homes. As part of UNMIT, there are currently over 900 international police officers from 25 different countries implementing screening and mentoring programmes for the National Police force of Timor-Leste under the Police Supplemental Agreement, a deal signed at the start of this month under which the UN has full responsibility for policing. Also speaking at today’s press conference was the Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Security Sector Reform Rule of Law in Timor-Leste, Eric Tan, who stressed the importance of UNPOL being in all the 12 districts, while noting that security in the capital, Dili, continues to improve. “The presence of UNPOL in the districts outside Dili… allows us to have a very good sense of the security situation there,” he said, calling this “especially crucial” in the light of the coming elections. “Security in Dili continues to improve,” Mr. Tan said, adding that adjustments to the UN Police concept of security operations have proven effective.

International Herald Tribune - France
Al-Qaida once targeted United Nation's East Timor mission: officials. December 28, 2006.
DILI, East Timor: Al-Qaida targeted U.N. officials in East Timor for attack between 2000 and 2002 because of the world body's role in the nation's separation from mostly Muslim Indonesia, the top U.N. official in the country said Thursday. Atul Khare gave no details of the alleged plots in the Christian nation. "It is indeed true that in 2000, 2001 and also 2002 there were some reports which were attributed to Osama bin Laden or to his group which indicated that he will take action against UNTAET and later on UNMISET for having contributed to the separation of East Timor from Indonesia," said Khare. UNTAET was the acronym for the United Nation's transitional mission in East Timor. The mission ended in 2002 and was replaced by UNMISET, which was tasked with supporting the country's first independent government. Warnings by foreign governments of a possible terror threat led to the tiny nation tightening security for a short time in 2002. In 2002, an audiotape with a voice purported to belong to Osama bin Laden condemned Australia for its "despicable effort to separate East Timor" from Indonesia, the world's most populous Muslim country.

Radio Australia - Australia

East Timor urged to seek more help from Australia. 28/12/2006. 

East Timor's Prime Minister, Jose Ramos Horta, says he's being urged to seek more assistance from Australia to help stabilise his country. 37 people were killed and about 150,000 fled their homes in the capital, Dili, during violence earlier this year. East Timor has also been shaken by a recent surge in gang violence. Our reporter Steve Holland spoke to Dr Ramos Horta. The East Timorese leader says he will consider seeking additional assistance from Australian police. "I have had a discussion with many political leaders. They were all very praising of Australian police and the told me, they urged me, to try to get more Australian police involved.", he said. Dr Ramos Horta also expects a revamped model of the country's police force to begin patrolling the country early next year. He says East Timor is getting closer to achieving stability and country's financial outlook is also looking brighter.  East Timor's treasury is expected to be boosted in 2007 with plans to harness the country's oil and gas reserves. East Timor's attempts to tap into the oil and gas sector are seen as a way of ensuring the country's financial security. Earlier this month East Timor signed a deal with Kuwait to distribute oil and gas and build fuel storage facilities across the country. Dr Jose Ramos Horta told Radio Australia that plans are underway to utilise his country's oil and gas reserves. He says he is optimistic about East Timor's financial future. "With oil and gas resources from the Timor Sea, starting this month, East Timor will get an average of 100 million dollars a month - a billion dollars a year - in oil and gas revenues, more than any small island country in this region is getting.", said Dr Ramos Horta. "So there is no reason for this country not to move ahead and be prosperous." Dr Ramos Horta attributes much of East Timor's prosperous outlook to outgoing UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. He praised Mr Annan for his contribution to international relations. Kofi Annan is set be replaced by former South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon who will assume the post of UN Secretary-General on January the first 2007.  Dr Ramos Horta says Mr Annan transformed the United Nations. "He brought the UN closer to the common people. He popularised the UN around the world, an institution that was abstract, aloof from the people 10-20 years ago, became much more familiar with the people. So he is leaving behind an extraordinary legacy, more than any of his predecessors."
The Age - Melbourne,Victoria,Australia

Al-Qaeda targeted East Timor mission: UN, December 29, 2006.

Al-Qaeda targeted UN officials in East Timor for attack between 2000 and 2002 because of the world body's role in the nation's separation from mostly Muslim Indonesia, the top UN official in the country said. Atul Khare gave no details of the alleged plots in the Christian nation. "It is indeed true that in 2000, 2001 and also 2002 there were some reports which were attributed to Osama bin Laden or to his group which indicated that he will take action against UNTAET and later on UNMISET for having contributed to the separation of East Timor from Indonesia," said Khare. UNTAET was the acronym for the United Nation's transitional mission in East Timor. The mission ended in 2002 and was replaced by UNMISET, which was tasked with supporting the country's first independent government. Warnings by foreign governments of a possible terror threat led to the tiny nation tightening security for a short time in 2002. In 2002, an audiotape with a voice purported to belong to Osama bin Laden condemned Australia for its "despicable effort to separate East Timor" from Indonesia, the world's most populous Muslim country.

Radio Australia - Australia
East Timor prepares for oil and gas revenue boost, 29/12/2006.

East Timor's treasury is expected to be boosted next year with plans to harness the country's oil and gas reserves. East Timor's attempts to tap into the oil and gas sector are seen as a way of ensuring the country's financial security.  Earlier this month, East Timor signed a deal with Kuwait to distribute oil and gas and build fuel storage facilities across the country. East Timor's prime minister, Dr Jose Ramos Horta, says he is optimistic about East Timor's financial future. "With oil and gas resources from the Timor Sea, starting this month, East Timor will get an average of $100m dollars a month - a billion dollars a year - in oil and gas revenues, more than any small island country in this region is getting.  "So there is no reason for this country not to move ahead and be prosperous."

Sydney Morning Herald - Sydney,New South Wales,Australia
How fearful Australia deserted East Timor, Tony Stephens, January 1, 2007.

JUST three months after Indonesia invaded East Timor 30 years ago, the Australian government of the prime minister, Malcolm Fraser, was covertly supporting the tiny colony's complete integration into its giant neighbour, according to cabinet documents from 1976, released today. The 1976 cabinet papers, released under the rule that keeps them secret for 30 years, show that while the foreign minister, Andrew Peacock, was saying publicly Indonesian forces should withdraw and there should be a genuine act of self-determination, Australia's defence chiefs were taking a realpolitik view. A defence committee report of February 5 noted that although Indonesia was unlikely to take military action against Australia or Papua New Guinea, "Indonesia is a power with long-term potential for a significant assault against Australia". The report went on: "Attempts to deny Indonesia its objective and to secure its co-operation in a military withdrawal from East Timor and in a genuine act of self-determination are therefore likely to meet intractable political and practical difficulties and ultimately to prove futile." Paradoxically, more than two decades years later, in 1998, a member of that original Coalition ministry, the Prime Minister, John Howard, was a key player in ensuring East Timor gained independence in a referendum. The 1976 committee comprised Sir Arthur Tange, the head of the Defence Department, General Sir Francis Hassett, the chief of staff of the defence forces, Alan Renouf, the head of foreign affairs, and Gordon Jockel, the director of the Joint Intelligence Organisation. They said Australia could object to the use of force, but it was in the nation's best interests to keep a low profile over the issue. And they warned against supporting Fretilin's "hard-core leadership", who had links with "radical international elements". Privately, the government accepted East Timor's integration with Indonesia as a fait accompli. A strategic defence review in September argued: "As the alternative is an essentially weak state, open to outside interference, the defence interest is served by East Timor's incorporation in Indonesia." Peacock had recommended to cabinet in February that the government continue to criticise the use of force, "ask for the withdrawal of Indonesian forces" and "ask (with little hope) for a genuine process of self-determination". His submissions paper said: "Indonesian forces are already well on their way to integrating East Timor into Indonesia. The tragedy is that integration might have been achieved in more peaceful ways but that is now history. "There is no tangible Australian national interest, e.g. trade or security, directly involved in East Timor. If anything, the strategic preference would be for integration … Australia's capacity to alter the course of events in Timor was limited and is now very limited indeed." The defence papers will not resolve debate over perhaps the most painful Australian exercise in foreign affairs since World War II, until the country's involvement in Iraq. Most of the relevant records were released in 2000, following public pressure and with the support of Gough Whitlam. Critics claim Whitlam gave Indonesia's president Soeharto a "green light" to take over the former Portuguese colony by force. Whitlam's own records go back to correspondence between Antonio Salazar, the Portuguese dictator, and Robert Menzies, where Menzies does not appear to counter Salazar's contention that East Timor was economically and politically non-viable. Files from meetings between Whitlam and Soeharto show Whitlam's two basic points were that Timor should become part of Indonesia but that "this should happen in accordance with the properly expressed wishes of the people …" One question is whether Whitlam pushed hard enough for an act of self-determination. Peacock's paper criticises the Whitlam option as realpolitik. Yet the Fraser-Peacock line appears little different. Peacock rejected the option of cutting off economic and military aid and withdrawing the ambassador, arguing: "While such steps would be publicly applauded by some sections of opinion in Australia, the damage which would be caused to the relationship with Indonesia rules them out."

The Age - Melbourne,Victoria,Australia.

China intervention in Timor feared, Russell Skelton, Canberra, January 1, 2007.
THE Fraser cabinet was warned by a powerful committee of defence chiefs that a prolonged war of independence by Fretilin rebels could lead to intervention by Vietnam or China in East Timor. A national intelligence assessment, presented to cabinet two months after Indonesia's brutal incorporation of East Timor, urged the Government to mollify Indonesian interests, saying Timorese self-determination was an unrealistic goal. The 26-page document, which clearly shaped Timor policy, took no account of rights abuses or the problem of 140,000 displaced Timorese. Instead the assessment said: "It would not be in Australia's strategic interests that Indonesia be frustrated in the absorption of East Timor or that the process be complicated or delayed. "This would enhance the Fretilin group's political status and both encourage and facilitate its development of connections with countries interested in supporting it against Indonesia." It also cautioned cabinet against becoming too closely associated with any United Nations peacekeeping force or token act of self-determination. History shows that the assessment was well wide of the mark. On August 30, 2001, two years after voting for independence in a UN-sponsored referendum, East Timor held its first democratic elections. Despite Australia's intervention in the process, relations between Canberra and Jakarta, although strained, did not break down. The 1976 assessment was prepared by the Defence Committee, which included the most influential figures in the defence and civilian establishment. Chaired by Sir Arthur Tange, its members included Joint Intelligence Organisation director Gordon Jockel.

Contained in the top-level analysis was a warning that China and Vietnam might come to the aid of Fretilin. The assessment said "Fretilin's hardcore leadership" had aligned itself with "national liberation" movements and was seeking aid from Beijing and Hanoi to support an armed struggle. Concern was expressed that Indonesia could play a destabilising role in Papua New Guinea if the relationship between Canberra and Jakarta were allowed to sour over Timor. The committee's assessment also included a document drafted by Jockel, as chairman of the National Intelligence Committee, which reveals the Australian public was kept in the dark about Indonesia's secret activities in Timor in the lead-up to the armed takeover of the former Portuguese colony. Australian intelligence knew the following:

■A year before Indonesia's 1975 invasion of East Timor, President Soeharto had approved the introduction of special forces into Timor and was planning covert options for military intervention.

■Indonesia already had 2500 troops in East Timor almost eight weeks before Fretilin's unilateral declaration of independence on November 28, 1975, which Jakarta used to justify its invasion.

■By February 1976 some 200 Indonesian troops had been killed along with 600 Fretilin resistance fighters. The fighting had displaced more than 100,000 people and created more than 40,000 refugees.

Despite these facts, the Fraser government accepted the advice that Jakarta would eventually pacify East Timor and there was little Australia could do. In the unlikely event that a Fretilin government did emerge, the intelligence committee believed it would be "poor and weak" and would promote regional instability. On February 9, cabinet decided to continue former prime minister Gough Whitlam's policy of bowing to Indonesian interests by not pressing for Timorese self-determination. Cabinet, fearful that Australia could become a base for a Fretilin government in exile, also ordered a crackdown on the group's activities and visits. Cabinet decision 200 said in part: "In respect of the possible involvement in any eventual process of self-determination for the people in East Timor, the (Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee of Cabinet) agreed not to take any decisions at this stage …" The thrust of the intelligence advice presented to cabinet concerned the need to preserve Australian interests, which meant keeping Soeharto in power and the relationship with Indonesia on a sound footing. There was concern that a hard-line group of generals could emerge to topple Soeharto, replacing him with a more "combative leader". The Defence Committee said that from a strategic point of view it shared Indonesia's concerns about East Timor's future, but it did not accept the concerns were urgent enough to have ruled out political handling of the situation or warranted seizure of territory by force.

The Australian - Sydney,Australia

E Timor takeover troubled Peacock, Patrick Walters, National security editor, January 01, 2007.

THIRTY years ago the Fraser government grappled with the consequences of the Indonesian takeover of East Timor. The 1976 cabinet papers show the new government having to reconcile itself to the fact that it could do nothing to alter the integration of East Timor into Indonesia. The government had to determine whether it would take a strong moral stance in condemning the Indonesian invasion - risking a rupture in relations with Jakarta - or adopt a more pragmatic position. "It's a choice between what might be described as Wilsonian idealism or Kissingerian realism," Australia's ambassador to Indonesia, Richard Woolcott, cabled home in January 1976. "The former is more proper and principled but the longer-term national interest may well be served by the latter. We do not think we can have it both ways." In February 1976, cabinet considered a paper from foreign affairs minister Andrew Peacock, which essentially accepted the Woolcott line but tried vainly to salvage some moral rectitude. 

"Australia's capacity to alter the course of events in Timor was limited and is now very limited indeed. However, the government should not connive in a forceful Indonesian takeover," Mr Peacock's submission said. Mr Peacock said the government should voice its opposition to the use of force to resolve a problem, "especially one so close to its borders". He noted that Australia would shortly be called upon to express a view about East Timor to the UN Security Council. The Fraser government's position had been to criticise publicly and privately the use of force by Indonesia, call for the withdrawal of Jakarta's troops, ask for a genuine process of self-determination, and "show willingness in private to consider favourably Australia's participation in any international presence which might replace the Indonesian presence in East Timor (the possibility of any such presence being established is very slight)". "I have applied this policy while admitting to myself that Indonesia is most unlikely to be deterred from her present course and that incorporation of East Timor into Indonesia is very likely to happen," Mr Peacock submitted. The foreign minister said he had taken due account of the "great importance" of Indonesia to Australia and had sought to limit the damage to the relationship with Jakarta. Australia quietly acquiesced in the Indonesian takeover of East Timor and soon moved to recognise de facto the incorporation.

The Australian - Sydney,Australia
Army chief for Timor president, January 04, 2007.

EAST Timor Prime Minister Jose Ramos Horta wants the country's defence chief, a former Falintil guerilla commander, appointed as the next president after Xanana Gusmao, who is expected to step down later this year. Mr Ramos Horta said East Timor Defence Force commander Brigadier-General Taur Matan Ruak would make a good president if Mr Gusmao declined to run in May elections. "Taur Matan Ruak has good leadership from the 24 years during the resistance period," Mr Ramos Horta said.

TIME - USA

Q & A: Xanana Gusmão, TIME talks to East Timor's President, By JASON TEDJASUKMANA, Thursday, Jan. 04, 2007.

Xanana Gusmão has played many roles over the years: jailed dissident opposing Indonesia's subjugation of East Timor; jungle commander leading a rebellion against an occupation army; reluctant President heading a new nation still wracked by violence and poverty. Now, at 60, Gusmão is the subject of a documentary about his struggles to make East Timor independent and viable. Directed by Singaporean broadcast journalist Grace Phan, A Hero's Journey is a tale of forgiveness and reconciliation, and recently won Amnesty International's Movies that Matter Award. TIME's Jason Tedjasukmana talked with Gusmão about both the real and reel worlds. 

In the film you reminisce about the past. Was it easier to fight a war against the Indonesians than it is now to run the peace? 
It is more difficult now. The recent violence [in East Timor] reflects frustration with social change. That is why we need to prove to the people that all the suffering of the past must be honored. 

Have you forgiven the Indonesian government for its 24 years of brutal occupation of East Timor? 
We already did in 1999 when [East Timor's capital] Dili was still burning and we could still smell the destruction. For us [the occupation] was a historical mistake. 

Has forgiving Indonesia brought any benefits to your nation? 
I think so. People are now taking advantage of the good relationship between the two countries. Indonesia is our closest neighbor; 80% of our trade is with Indonesia. 

You have said that the East Timorese are still fighting. For what? 
For social justice. In a society where people are busy with their jobs, they will not have time to engage in violence because they will be preoccupied with work. But because they don't have jobs it is easier to behave in the wrong way. 

Have you disappointed your people? 
We keep telling the people that we cannot change everything in one day. We ask them to understand that in the past four years we have tried to build the institutions of the state. That is not an easy task. In the next couple of years we will start development programs, but we know that four years without jobs is not easy for them. 

Is an independent East Timor governable after so many years of occupation and colonization? 
In the beginning of any process some crises are inevitable, but we have to remember that we were beginning from zero. We have to build everything. We are aware that we are not mature enough yet, but that does not mean we are not able. 

Will you run for President again after your current term ends in May? 
No way. It was a mistake [to run before] and I will carry this burden until May 19. We just signed a deal with Australia to import pumpkins, so I would prefer to become a pumpkin seller. 

